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☞ Books
Anders, Max E. and Lunsford, Judith A., 30 Days to Understanding Church History (Wolgemuth & Hyatt, 
Brentwood, 1991). A unique organization of information providing an overview of church history. A valu-
able workbook for any student of the subject.

Anonymous, The Lost Books of The Bible and the Forgotten Books of Eden (The World Syndicate Publish-
ing Co., Cleveland, 1926).

Anonymous, The Martyr of the Catacombs: A Tale of Ancient Rome (Moody Press, Chicago, IL 60610). An 
anonymous novel rescued from a sinking ship in 1876, describing Christian life in the catacombs of Rome.

Appel, Willa, Cults in America: Programmed for Paradise (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, 1983). 
The emphasis of this book is on messianic authoritarian cults. The author seems somewhat cynical 
towards legitimate Christianity.

Atkinson, James, The Great Light (Eerdmans, 1968). Well written, easy to read on Luther and the Ref-
ormation.

Attwater, Donald, The Penguin Dictionary of Saints (Penguin Books, NY, 1965). A neat and concise at-
tempt at historicity.

Bailey, Faith Coxe, Adoniram Judson (Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1955). Recommended biography.

Bainton, Roland H., Early Christianity (D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., Princeton, NJ, 1960).

Bainton, Roland H., Here I Stand (Mentor Books, New York, NY, 1950). Biography of Martin 
Luther.

Benko, Stephen, Pagan Rome and the Early Christians (B. T. Batsford Ltd., London WIH OAH, 1984). 
Well-written, readable insights into the earliest Christians.

Benko, Stephen, The Catacombs and the Colosseum.

Benko, Stephen, The Early Church: Protestants, Catholics, and Mary. 

Bettenson, Henry (Ed.), Documents Of The Christian Church, (Oxford , 1950). Various documents from 
Tacitus to modern times.

Broderick, Robert C., Concise Catholic Dictionary (Catechetical Guild Educational Society, St. Paul, 1943). 
An encyclopedic, paperback reference approved by Rome.

Brownrigg, Ronald, Who’s Who in the New Testament (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, 1971).

Bruce, F. F., The Spreading Flame (Eerdmans, 1970). Great book covering AD 1 to AD 800. Enjoyable 
historical theology.

Inclusion in this listing of resources used in the prep-
aration of The Mustard Seed Story does not imply en-
dorsement of the ideas espoused in any given work.
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Brush, John W., Who’s Who in Church History (Abingdon Press, New York, 1962). A pamphlet-sized 
publication with about 250 vignettes and pictures of figures from church history.

Buckingham, Jamie, Daughter of Destiny (Logos International, Plainfield, NJ 07060, 1976). An objective 
account of Kathryn Kuhlman’s controversial healing ministry.

Bullock, Alan and Stallybrass, Oliver (eds.), The Harper Dictionary of Modern Thought (Harper & Row, 
Publishers, New York, 1977).

Bunyan, John, Grace Abounding To The Chief Of Sinners (Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1959). An important 
biography.

Burgess, Stanley M. and McGee, Gary B. (Eds.), Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1988).

Burns, James, Revivals: Their Laws and Leaders (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1960).

Byfield, Ted (ed.), The Christians: The Veil Is Torn, A. D. 30 To A. D. 70, Pentecost To the Destruction Of 
Jerusalem (Christian Millennial Project, 2002).

Cairns, Earle, Christianity Through The Centuries (Zondervan, 1958). Standard college and seminary 
textbook.

Cardinal Baronius, Ecclesiastical Annals. Jowett calls Baronius “the most outstanding historian of the 
Roman Catholic Church...[who] was Curator of the famous Vatican Library.” The Ecclesiastical Annals 
include an account of the exile of Joseph of Arimathea in AD 36.

Carlson, Carole C., Corrie Ten Boom, Her Life, Her Faith (Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, NY 07675, 
1983). A technical biography of a woman who shines in recent Church History.

Carlyle, Thomas & Stuber, Stanley Irving, (eds.), The Christian Reader  (Association Press, New York, 
1952). 

Chamberlin, E. R., Antichrist and the Millennium (E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., New York, NY, 1975). Some 
interesting stories about “antichrists” from Nero to Charles Manson.

Church, F. Forrester and Mulry, Terrence J.(eds.), The Macmillan Book of Earliest Christian Hymns 
(Macmillan Publishing Company, New York, NY 10022, 1988).

Cohn, Norman, The Pursuit of the Millennium: A History of Popular Religious and Social Movements in 
Europe from the Eleventh to the Sixteenth Century (Essential Books Inc., Fairlawn, NJ, 1957).

Cooper, W. M., Flagellation and the Flagellants (1908).

Cozens, M. L., A Handbook of Heresies (Abridged Edition) (Canterbury Books, Sheed and Ward, New 
York, NY, 1928). A Roman Catholic perspective.

Cross, F. L., The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (ed.), (Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1958). 
A standard reference on the history of Christianity. The British precursor to the Zondervan dictionary 
edited by Douglas.
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Crossman, Elaine, Mountain Rain, A New Biography of James O. Frazier (Overseas Missionary Fel-
lowship, Robesonia, PA 19551, 1982). A recommended biography.

Cunningham, Wm., Historical Theology (Banner of Truth Trust, 1969). An important work that traces 
Church history from a strictly theological perspective.

Curtis, A. Kenneth, Dates With Destiny: The 100 Most Important Dates in Church History 
(Revell, Tarrytown, 1991).

Cutts, Turning Points in Church History.

d’Aubigné, J. H. Merle, The History of the Reformation (Robert Carter, 1846). An important classic.

d’Aubigné, J. H. Merle, The Reformation in England, Volumes 1 & 2 (The Banner of Truth Trust, London, 
1963). Excellent and scholarly account.

Davies, J. G., The Early Christian Church (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, NY, 1965). Available 
from Baker Book House.

Davies, W. D., Paul & Rabbinic Judaism (S P C K, 1970). An epic-making work dealing with the issue 
of Christian-Jewish relations. Davies argues that Paul was never anti-Jewish.

Davis, Deborah, The Children of God: The Inside Story (Linda Berg) (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1984). 
A grueling exposé of the COG cult by the daughter of the reprobate founder. A shocking but insightful 
story of Linda Berg’s escape from the moral/spiritual bondage imposed upon her by her father.

Dawson, Christopher, The Dividing Of Christendom (Doubleday, 1967). A Romanist perspective on the 
separation of Catholic and Protestant forces throughout Church history.

Delaney, John J. and Tobin, James Edward, Dictionary of Catholic Biography (Doubleday & Co., Inc., 
Garden City, 1961).

Devivier, Rev. W., S.J., Christian Apologetics (2 vols.), (Popp & Hogan, San Jose, CA, 1903).

Quasten, Johannes, Patrology, Vol. 3: The Golden Age Of Greek Patristic Literature (Christian Classics, 
Westminster, 1950).

Douglas, J. D. (Ed.), The New International Dictionary of the Christian Church (Zondervan, 
Grand Rapids, 1974). Every library should contain this valuable reference.

Dowley, Tim (ed.), A Lion Handbook: The History of Christianity (Lion Publishing, Batavia, 
1977). A quality over-view of Church History. The republication of the Eerdmans’ Handbook by 
Dowley.

Dowley, Tim (ed.), Eerdmans’ Handbook To The History of Christianity (Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, MI 49502, 1977). A quality over-view of Church History.

Dowling, Enos E., The Restoration Movement  (Standard Publishing Co., Cincinnati, 1964).
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Dunn, James D. G. (ed.), Jews And Christians: The Parting Of The Ways, A. D. 70 To 135 (Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids, MI, 1999).

Durant, Will, The Reformation, Part 6 (Simon & Schuster, 1957). Durant is a bitter historian and offers 
criticism of almost everything. Some of his interpretations are questionable.

Durrell, Lawrence, Pope Joan, the Female Pope (London, 1886). An historical study translated from the 
Greek, with a preface by C. H. Collette.

Dussel, Enrique, A History of the Church in Latin America: Colonialism to Liberation (Translated and 
revised by Alan Neely) (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1981). Technical.

Edersheim, Alfred, History of the Jewish Nation (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1895). Contains 
information on relations between Jews and Christians in the beginning of the Christian era.

Edwards, Jonathan, Life and Diary of David Brainerd (Sovereign Grace Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI 
49135, 1971). A recommended biography.

Elliot, Elisabeth (ed.), The Journals of Jim Elliot (Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, NY 07675, 1978). 
The Wheaton college journals of Jim Elliot which he continued to add to until two days before launch-
ing “Operation Auca.” The latter half of this volume is filled with Jim’s agonizing over when to marry 
Elisabeth.

Elliot, Elisabeth, The Savage My Kinsman (Servant Books, Ann Arbor, MI, 1961). Missionary history 
made in our century.

Elliot, Elisabeth, Through Gates of Splendor (Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
1956). A highly recommended account of missionary history made in our century.

Ellis, William T., “Billy” Sunday (Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1959). Brief and readable biography.

Finegan, Jack, Handbook of Biblical Chronology (1964).

Flannery, Austin (ed.), Vatican Council II: The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents (Costello Publish-
ing Company, Inc., 1975). A primary source on Roman Catholic doctrine.

Foster, John, with Frend, W. H. C., The First Advance: AD 29-500 (SPCK, London, 1991).

Fox, Robin Lane, Pagans and Christians (Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., New York, NY, 1986).

Foxe, John, Foxe’s Christian Martyrs Of the World (Moody Press, Chicago, IL). A classic: no 
one can seriously study Church History without reference to Foxe’s work.

Freedman, David Noel (ed.), The Anchor Bible Dictionary (Doubleday, New York, NY, 1992).

Frend, W. H. C., The Rise of Christianity (Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1984).

Fruchtenbaum, Arnold G., Hebrew Christianity: Its Theology, History and Philosophy (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506, 1974).



Books & Other Resources

F - 5 

The Mustard
 Seed Story

A BC to AD Course
By Timothy Ministries© 1989 - 2011

Goforth, Jonathan, By My Spirit (D. D. Bethel Publishing, Elkhart, IN 46516, 1983). Biographical history 
of revivals in the far east.

Gonzalez, Justo, History of Christian Thought, Vol. 2 (Abingdon, 1971). One of an excellent, 3-volume set: 
one of the best works for general information and easy reading.

Gonzalez, Justo, The Story of Christianity, Vols. 1 & 2 (Harper, San Francisco, 1984). I recom-
mend the One-Volume combined edition from Prince Press, available inexpensively from 
ChristianBook.com.

González-Wippler, Migene, Santería: The Religion (Harmony Books, Crown Publishers, Inc., New York, 
1989).

Gossip, Arthur John, The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 8  (Abingdon Press, New York, 1955).

Grant, Michael, The Climax of Rome: The Final Achievements of the Ancient World, AD 161-337 (Little, 
Brown and Company, Boston, 1968). A technical and rather unreadable book, rich in photographs.

Grant, Myrna, Vanya (Creation House, 1974). An amazing account of miraculous faith and martyrdom 
in Soviet Russia.

Graves, Robert, Claudius The God (Random House, New York, NY 1935). Sequel to I Claudius: Exception-
ally well-written, historical novel about the Emperor Claudius that brings his era to life.

Graves, Robert, I Claudius (Random House, New York, NY, 1934). Exceptionally well-written, historical 
novel about the Emperor Claudius that brings his era to life. (completed by Claudius the God).

Greene, Jay E., 100 Great Thinkers: Brief biographies of the great men of thought from Hammurabi to 
Sartre (Washington Square Press, New York, 1967). A valuable reference book in paperback; includes a 
good sketch of John Wesley.

Grubb, Norman P., C. T. Studd (Christian Literature Crusade, Fort Washington, PA 19034). Recommended 
biography of a pioneer missionary.

Grubb, Norman P., Rees Howells Intercessor (Christian Literature Crusade, Fort Washington, PA 19034). 
A recommended biography.

Grun, Bernard, The Timetables Of History (Simon & Schuster, New York, NY, 1982). A cross-referenced 
time line.

Gwatkin, Henry Melvill, Early Church History to AD 313, In Two Volumes (Macmillan and Co., Ltd. 
London, 1912). Volume II contains an excellent chapter on the church of Rome.

Hamilton, J. Taylor, A History of the [Church Known as the] Moravian Church [or The Unitas Fratrum] 
(AMS Press, Inc., New York, 1971).

Hammack, Mary L., A Dictionary Of Women In Church History (Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 1984).

Harrison, Everett F. (ed.), Baker’s Dictionary of Theology (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1960). 
Contains valuable synopses on historic doctrinal controversies.
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Hefley, James and Marti, By Their Blood: Christian Martyrs of the 20th Century (Mott Media, Milford, 
MI 48042, 1979).

Highton, Albert H. (ed.), World Epochs, Volume 1-13 (The United States Flag Association, Washington 
D. C., 1936).

Hislop, Alexander, The Two Babylons (Loizeaux Brothers, New York, NY, 1945). An exhaustive study 
tracing the Roman Catholic religion to Babylonian roots. Sadly, Hislop’s sources are now difficult to verify.

Hoekema, Anthony, What About Tongue-Speaking? (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, MI, 1966). Valuable information on the Montanists.

Hone, Richard, The Lives Of Eminent Christians (Usher, Hammond, Wilson, Evelyn) (John W. Parker, 
1834). An older work which gives interesting biographical sketches of these people’s lives.

Hoon, Paul W., The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 12, (Abingdon Press, New York, 1955).

Hummel, Charles E., Fire In The Fireplace (Inter-varsity Press, Downers Grove, IL 60515, 1978). His-
torical information on charismatic phenomenon.

Hurst, John, History Of The Christian Church, Vol. 1 (Eaton & Mains, 1901). Standard, older seminary 
textbook.

Hutchinson, Paul and Garrison, Winfred E., 20 Centuries of Christianity: A Concise History (Harcourt, 
Brace and Company, 1959).

Jacobs, J. Vernon, 450 True Stories from Church History (Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, MI, 1955).

Jay, Eric G., The Church: Its Changing Image Through Twenty Centuries (John Knox). The book to have 
on the subject.

Jeffery, Arthur (Ed.), Islam: Muhammad and His Religion (The Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., Indianapolis, 
1958).

Kamen, Henry, The Spanish Inquisition (The New American Library, New York, NY 10019, 1965).

Kelsey, Morton T., Healing and Christianity (Harper & Row, New York, NY 10022, 1973). How the at-
titudes of the Church toward divine healing have been shaped through history.

Kennedy, Gerald, The Interpreter’s Bible. Vol. 6, (Abingdon Press, New York, 1955).

Kennedy, John W., The Torch of the Testimony (Christian Books, Goleta, CA, 1965). Important volume 
tracing the heritage of non-Roman Catholic Christianity from apostolic times. 

Klingaman, William K., The First Century: Emperors, Gods, and Everyman (Harper Collins Publishers, 
New York, NY 10022, 1990). Views the New Testament as a fallible source, but the chapters that do not 
rely on the Bible wonderfully round out the setting of first-century history. Covers the Roman Empire 
and China.

Koch, Dr. Kurt, The Revival in Indonesia (Kregel Publications, 1972),
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Kooiman, W. J., By Faith Alone: The Life of Martin Luther (Philosophical Library, New York, 1955). A 
highly readable, popular presentation of the life of the great reformer.

Kreider, Alan (ed.), The Origins Of Christendom In The West (T&T Clark, Edinburgh, 2001).

Kydd, Ronald A. N., Charismatic Gifts in the Early Church (Hendrickson, Peabody, MA, 1984). 

Lea, Henry Charles, History of the Inquisition in Spain (5 vols.) (1905-08).

Lea, Henry Charles, History of the Inquisition in the Middle Ages (3 vols.) (1888).

Lea, Henry Charles, The Inquisition of The Middle Ages: an abridgment by Margaret Nicholson (The 
Macmillan Co., New York, NY, 1961).

Lietzmann, Hans, History Of The Early Church, Volumes 1 & 2 (World Pub, 1961). A well-received trans-
lation of a German work written in the 1930s.

Lieu, Judith M., Image And Reality: The Jews In The World Of The First Christians In The Second Cen-
tury  (T&T Clark, London, 1996).

Lieu, Judith M., Neither Jew Nor Greek? Constructing Early Christianity  (T&T Clark, London, 2002).

Lightfoot, J. B., The Apostolic Fathers (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1978). A primary 
source for early Church History.

Llorente, Juan Antonio, Historia Critica de la Inquisición de España (4 vols.) (1818).

Lucas, Henry, The Renaissance & The Reformation (Harper, 1934). A university textbook in style and 
content.

Magill, Frank N. (ed.), Masterpieces of World Philosophy in Summary Form (Harper & Row, Publishers, 
New York, 1961).

Maier, Paul L., The Flames of Rome (Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden City, NY, 1981). A well-written 
novel about finding Christ during the reign of Nero.

Mall, E. Jane, Kitty My Rib (Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO, 1959). A delightful novel about 
Martin Luther and his wife.

Marie De Cormenin, Louis, A Complete History of the Popes of Rome (Philadelphia, 1851). A source book 
on John VIII.

Marshall, I. Howard, The Acts of the Apostles, an Introduction and Commentary (William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, MI 49503, 1980).

Marshall, Peter and Manuel, David, The Light and the Glory (Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, NY 
07675, 1977). Possibly idealized, but fascinating account of the spiritual impetus behind important events 
in the founding of America.
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Marty, Martin & Peerman, Dean (eds.), A Handbook of Christian Theologians (Abingdon). Deals with 26 
modern theologians.

McBirnie, William Steuart, The Search For The Twelve Apostles (Tyndale House Publishers, 
Inc., Wheaton, IL, 1973). Scholarly and interesting study of the ministries of the 12 apostles 
after Acts.

McDowell, Josh and Gilchrist, John, The Islam Debate (Here’s Life Publishers, Inc., San Bernadino, 1983). 
An outstanding presentation on the history and nature of Islam. 

McDowell, Josh and Stewart, Don, Handbook of Today’s Religions (Here’s Life Publishers, Inc., San 
Bernardino, 1983). Outstanding handbook on cults, the occult, world religions and secular philosophies.

McGiffert, Arthur Cushman Jr., Jonathan Edwards (Harper & Bros. Publishers, New York, NY 10022, 1932).

McQuaid, Elwood, ZVI (Spearhead Press, Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc., West Collingswood, NJ 
80107). Fascinating account of life for a believing Jew in modern Israel.

Mehl, Paul F., Classic Creeds & Living Faith, (United Church Press, Boston, 1964).

Merz, Richard and Barbara, Two Thousand Years in Rome (Coward-McCann, Inc., New York, 1968). In-
formation on the empire’s capital in the time of the Apostles, and on the catacombs.

Mills, Watson E. (ed.), Speaking in Tongues: A Guide to Research on Glossolalia (Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
1986). An important source book on the topic.

Montano, Walter M., Behind the Purple Curtain (Cowman Publications, Inc. Los Angeles, CA, 1950). 
Contains a high estimate of inquisition victims.

Myers, John, Voices from the Edge of Eternity (Fleming H. Revell Company, Old Tappan, NJ, 1968). The 
instructive dying words of believers, infidels and atheists.

Neill, Stephen & Anderson, Gerald H. & Goodwin, John, Concise Dictionary of the Christian World Mis-
sion (Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1971).

Nelson, Shirley, Fair Clear and Terrible: The Story of Shiloh, Maine (British American Publishing, New 
York, 1989). Recommended study of an American cultic movement.

Newman, Albert, A Manual Of Church History, Vols. 1, 2 (Judson, 1976). Written by a Southern Baptist 
professor of the early 1900’s.

Newton, John, John Newton, Out Of The Depths (Moody). Short biography.

Noll, Mark A. (ed.), Eerdmans’ Handbook To Christianity in America (William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1983). The varied and inspiring story of the Christian faith in America from 
the Colonial period to the present day.

Norris, Richard A. Jr. (ed.), The Christological Controversy (Fortress Press). Primary source material.

Noyes, Morgan P., The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 11 (Abingdon Press, New York, 1955).
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Oldenbourg, Zoe, The Crusades (Pantheon Books (Random House), New York, NY, 1966).

Olson, Bruce, Bruchko (Creation House, Carol Stream, IL 60187, 1973). Recommended biog-
raphy of a missionary currently making history.

Pamphilus, Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI 49506). A 
primary source for early Church History. 

Pardoe, Rosemary and Darroll, The Female Pope: The Mystery of Pope Joan (Crucible, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire, England, 1988). “The first complete documentation of the facts behind the legend.” 
A most helpful study and explanation of this fascinating myth.

Parker, Geoffrey, Europe in Crisis 1598-1648 (Cornell University Press).

Payne, Robert, The Christian Centuries (W. W. Norton & Co., Inc., New York, NY, 1966).

Phillips, Harold Cooke, The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 6, (Abingdon Press, New York, 1955).

Pierson, Arthur T., George Müller of Bristol and His Witness to a Prayer Hearing God (Fleming 
H. Revell Company, Old Tappan, NJ, 1899). A most highly recommended biography.

Potok, Chaim, Wanderings: Chaim Potok’s History of the Jews (Alfred A Knopf, New York, 1978).

Quasten, Johannes, Patrology, Vol. 1: Apostles to Irenaeus (Christian Classics, Westminster, 1950). This 
four-volume set is the best reference on the church fathers.

Quasten, Johannes, Patrology, Vol. 2: Ante-Nicene after Irenaeus (Christian Classics, Westminster, 1950).

Quasten, Johannes, Patrology, Vol. 4: Latin Patristic Literature (Christian Classics, Westminster, 1986).

Ramsay, W. M., The Church In The Roman Empire Before A. D. 170 (Hodder and Stoughton, London, 1893).

Richardson, C. C., Early Christian Fathers (Westminster Press Philadelphia, PA, 1953).

Richardson, Don, Eternity In Their Hearts (Regal Books (GL Publications), Ventura, CA 93006, 
1981). Some of the great stories in the history of missions.

Roberts, Alexander & Donaldson, James (eds.), The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vols. 1-8 (Christian Literature 
Company, Buffalo, 1886). This essential collection of early Christian writings has been published more 
recently by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 1903, and on CD-ROM.

Robinson, James M. (ed.), The Nag Hammadi Library, 3rd Ed. (Harper San Francisco, 1990). The defini-
tive new translation of the Gnostic scriptures, complete in one volume.

Rowling, Marjorie, Everyday Life in Medieval Times (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1968). A most read-
able and interesting volume.

Royidis, Emmanuel, Pope Joan (Overlook Press, Woodstock, NY, 1960). An English translation of the 
Greek book Royidis. Of necessity largely fictional, this is a literary attempt to fill out the obscure data 
on John VIII, the woman pope disavowed by Rome.
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Rusch, William G. (ed.), The Trinitarian Controversy (Fortress Press). Primary source material.

Ryle, J., Five English Reformers (Banner Of Truth, 1965). Excellent sketches of Hopper, Taylor, Latimer, 
Bradford and Ridley, lesser known but very influential reformers.

Sabatini, Rafael, Torquemada and the Spanish Inquisition.

Schaeffer, Francis A., How Should We Then Live? (Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, NY 07675, 1976). 
A unique and recommended study of the intertwining of Church History with secular history, philosophy, 
and art.

Schaff, Philip, History Of The Christian Church, Vols. 1-8 (Charles Scribner, 1891). This multi-volume 
work is the standard Church history.

Schroeder, H. J. (trans.), The Canons And Decrees Of The Council of Trent (B. Herder Book Co., 1962). A 
primary source on The Council of Trent.

Schweizer, E., Church Order in the New Testament (ET by Frank Clarke of “Gemeinde und Gemeinde-
ordnung im Neuen Testament”, 1959).

Scott, Ernest, The Gospel & Its Tributaries (Charles Scribner, 1930). The Kerr lectures of 1927-28. Scott 
deals with the influences which existed at the time of the gospel expansion (1st to 4th century). Deals 
with theological issues also.

Scott, Otto, James I: Volume One of the Sacred Fool Quartet (Ross House Books, P. O. Box 67, Vallecito, 
CA 95251, 1976).

Segler, Franklin M., Christian Worship, Its Theology and Practice, (Broadman Press, Nashville, 1967).

Sell, Henry T., Studies In Early Church History (Woodlawn Electronic Publishing, Willow Grove, PA, 1998).

Shakarian, Demos, The Happiest People on Earth (With Sherrill, John & Elisabeth) (Chosen Books, Lin-
coln, VA 22078, 1975). A biographical history of the founding of Full Gospel Business Men International.

Shanks, Hershel (ed.), Christianity And Rabbinic Judaism: A Parallel History Of Their Origins And Early 
Development, Second Edition (Biblical Archaeology Society, Washington, DC, 2011).

Sheldon, Henry C., History of the Christian Church, 5 Vols. (Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, MA, 1988). 
A work emphasizing the latter, post-reformation centuries of church history.

Shelley, Bruce L., Church History In Plain Language, 2nd Ed. (Word, 1995).

Sherley-Price, Leo (trans.), Bede: A History of the English Church and People (Penguin, New York, 1955).

Simcox, William Henry, The Beginnings Of The Christian Church (Rivingtons, London, 1881).

Siraisi, Nancy G., Medieval & Early Renaissance Medicine (University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1990). 
Discusses the impact of Christianity on medical research and practice.

Smith, William, Dictionary Of Christian Biography.
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Snyder, Gordon F., Ante Pacem: Archaeological Evidence of Church Life Before Constantine (Mercer Uni-
versity Press, 1985).

Stark, Rodney, Cities Of God: The Real Story Of How Christianity Became An Urban Movement And 
Conquered Rome (HarperCollins, New York, NY, 2006).

Stark, Rodney, The Rise of Christianity: A Sociologist Reconsiders History (Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, 1996).

Suskind, Richard, Cross And Crescent (W. W. Norton & Co., Inc., New York, NY, 1967).

Sweet, Wm., The Story Of Religion In America (Baker Book House, 1979).

Taylor, Dr. and Mrs. Howard, J. Hudson Taylor, God’s Man in China (Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 
1971). A most highly recommended biography.

Taylor, Ian T., In The Minds of Men: Darwin and the New World Order (TFE Publishing, Toronto, 
1984).

Ten Boom, Corrie with John & Elizabeth Sherrill, The Hiding Place (Chosen Books, Washington 
Depot, CN 06794). History made in our century: the famous story of Dutch Christians hiding 
Jews from the Nazis.

Thornton, Willis, Fable, Fact and History (Greenberg, New York, 1957).

Tomkins, Stephen, Paul And His World (Lion, Oxford, 2004).

Tomlin, Graham, Luther And His World (Lion, Oxford, 2002).

Tucker, Ruth A., From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian Missions (Academie 
Books, Grand Rapids, MI 49506, 1983).

Vidal-Naquet, Pierre (Ed.), The Harper Atlas of World History (Harper & Row, 1987). Beautiful maps that 
trace the movements of historical events.

Wace, Henry & Piercy, William C. (eds.), A Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of 
the Sixth Century AD, with an Account of the Principal Sects and Heresies (Hendrickson, Peabody, 1994).

Walker, G., The Growing Storm (Eerdmans, 1961). Well written and easy to read on the period from AD 
600 to AD 1350.

Walker, Williston, History Of The Christian Church (Charles Scribner, 1929). Standard, older seminary 
textbook.

Wallechinsky, David & Wallace, Irving, The People’s Almanac #3 (Bantam Books, Inc., New York, NY 1981). 
Engaging summaries of the afterlife in different religions, and also a list of false messiahs in history. 

Walsh, Michael (ed.), Butler’s Lives of the Saints, Concise Edition (Harper & Row, San Francisco, 1985). 
Written for the Roman Catholic, with a saint for each day of the calendar, it contains some valuable bio-
graphical information on figures in Church history.
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Walton, Robert C., Chronological and Background Charts of Church History (Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, Grand Rapids, 1986).

Warns, Johannes, Baptism (Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI 49501, 1957). Rare volume: outstand-
ing history of Baptism and Baptists.

Webster’s Biographical Dictionary (G. & C. Merriam Company, Springfield, MA, 1972). A unique and valued 
reference book with entries for almost all the who’s-who of history.

Wedderburn, Alexander J. M., A History Of The First Christians (T&T Clark, London, 2004).

Whitefield, George, George Whitefield’s Journals (Banner of Truth Trust, London). Insights into the revival 
of the 1740s and the preaching that God used.

Wilder, John B., The Shadow of Rome (Zondervan Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, MI, 1960). Contains 
statistical estimates on the inquisition.

Williams, Jay with Margaret B. Freeman, Knights of the Crusades (American Heritage Publishing Co., 
Inc., New York, NY, 1962).

Williams, Paul L., Everything You Always Wanted To Know About The Catholic Church But Were Afraid 
To Ask* (*For Fear Of Excommunication) (Doubleday, New York, NY, 1989).

Wise, William, Massacre at Mountain Meadows (Thomas Y. Crowell, New York, 1976). Information about 
the false messiah, Isaac Bullard, on page 20.

Wood, Clement, The Woman Who Was Pope: A Biography of Pope Joan, 853-855 AD. (William Faro, Inc., 
New York, 1931). A historical study followed by a believable biography of John VIII. Sexual content, but 
without the obscenity of later literature.

Wright, Elliott, Holy Company: Christian Heroes and Heroines (Macmillan). 50 vignettes covering saints 
from Cyprian to Clarence Jordan in helpful, readable style.

Zaehner, Robert Charles (ed.), The Concise Encyclopedia of Living Faiths (Beacon Press, Boston, 1959). An 
informative volume on world religions like Shinto and Zoroastrianism, but cynical toward Christianity.

☞ Software
Essential IVP Reference Collection, The (Logos Bible Software, Bellingham, WA, 2001).

Expositor’s Bible Commentary, The (Accordance platform for Macintosh, Oaktree Software, Altamonte 
Springs, FL, 1999.) 

IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Logos Bible Software, Bellingham, 2000). Mac and 
Windows platform.

IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament (Logos Bible Software, Bellingham, 1993). Mac and 
Windows platform.
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McClintock, John & Strong, James, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature 
(AGES Software, Rio, 2000). Windows. 

Ultimate Christian Library, The (AGES Software, P. O. Box 216, Rio, WI, 1995). This PDF based DVD 
combines the Master Christian Library and six other libraries on one disk. Still Windows compatible. 

☞ Periodicals
Christian History. <http://www.christianhistorymagazine.org>. This excellent magazine has resumed 
publication as of the fall of 2011.

Church History. American Society of Church History, < http://www.churchhistory.org/>. Published quar-
terly. This is the technical journal for the historian who wants to keep up with the scholarly debates.

Religion and American Culture. < http://www.iupui.edu/~raac/journal/home.html>. Published twice a 
year, this journal explores the interplay of religion and other spheres of American culture. 

☞ Films
Brother Son, Sister Moon (Paramount, 1972), the story of Francis of Assisi.

First Fruits, the first Moravian missionaries, a pivotal moment in church history.

Hiding Place, The (20th Century Fox, DVD release 2006), Corrie Ten Boom’s ordeal in a Nazi concentra-
tion camp.

Inn of the Sixth Happiness, The, a touching story from the life of Gladys Aylward, missionary to China.

John Hus, story of a reformation martyr.

Luther (MGM, 2003), follows Bainton’s biography closely.

Peace Child, miraculous conversion of head-hunters in New Guinea.

Perpetua: Early Church Martyr (Gateway Films).

Radicals, The, the origins and fiery trials of the Anabaptists in 16-century Europe.

Shadowlands (HBO Home Video, 1994), a dramatic segment in the life of C. S. Lewis.

Through Gates of Splendor,  five men sacrifice their lives to win a remote tribe to Christ.

William Carey, story of the great missionary to India.
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   ☞ The Internet

The Internet, accessible to anyone with a computer and modem, is a treasure 
trove of information on any subject, including church history. University 

libraries can be accessed and texts of historical documents can be downloaded, 
sometimes in their original language. Through “Christianity On-line,” a service 
of America On-line, various Christian periodicals, including Christian History, 
can be browsed or searched for key words. Besides historical texts and current 
articles, you can even listen to sermons from Christian leaders like Jim Elliot (a 
couple of Jim’s sermons are posted at <http://www.wheaton.edu/bgc/archives/
docs/elliotsermons.html>).

Jim Elliot


