Acts Study: Special Notes

Doctrinal Insights In Acts

Record relevant Scripture references for study of the following doctrines.

Doctrinal Category Relevant Passages

- 2.16-21
Bibliology

The Doctrine Of Scripture
Development prompted by

Gnosticism in the 2nd - 4th
centuries.

1.7
Theology Proper

The Doctrine Of God
Development prompted by the

Trinitarian Controversy of the 4th
century.

. 2.22-36;3.21-2
Christology 363 3

The Doctrine Of Christ
Development prompted by the

Christological Controversy of the
5th century.

1.1-8; 2.1-21,33,38-39
Pneumatology

The Doctrine Of The
Holy Spirit
Development prompted by the

early controversies and rise of
Pentecostalism.

Anthropology
The Doctrine Of Man

Development prompted by the
Pelagian controversy, 5th - 7th
centuries.

Soteriology 2.38-41

The Doctrine Of Salvation
Development prompted by
the Reformation (16th c.) and

Calvinism-Arminian
debate (17th c.).
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Doctrinal Insights In Acts

Record relevant Scripture references for study of the following doctrines.

Doctrinal Category Relevant Passages

) 1.8;2.42-47
Ecclesiology

The Doctrine Of The Church
Development prompted by

Gnosticism in the 2nd - 4th
centuries.

Eschatology 1.7
The Doctrine Of Last Things
Development prompted by

Dispensationalism, Adventism in
the 19th and 20th centuries.

Hamartology
The Doctrine Of Sin
Development prompted by the

practice of infant baptism, c. AD
350 and following.

Angelology
The Doctrine Of Angels

Development prompted by
postexilic Jewish eschatology,
Medieval superstitions and the

New Age Movement.

Demonology
The Doctrine Of Satan &
Fallen Angels

Development prompted by
Medieval superstition and
Pentecostal phenomena.

Celestology 1.11;3.21

The Doctrine Of Heaven
A largely neglected area of study.
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Acts Study: Special Notes

The Dynamism Of The First Christians

Record your insights about why the Christians in Acts were so fruitful.

What did the first Christians

have that we don't?

What do we have that
the first Christians didn't?

Boldness! The Gk. parresia (MAPPN-
ola) cones From pPas (a/)) and rhesis
( 5peec/1>. The core idea is of free
and wunreserved wtterance. See Hct
2.29; 4.13,29,31; 25.3l.

Sense of Fa QM/'/IL/. As Tim Sard, f/]ey
didnt see Ais or her /ﬂroé/em, bett
"our problem.” What a Zestimony:
“There tere no needy persons arrong
them” (Act 434!

Unity. THh's Floeoed Fromr Che con-
Z‘/na/ng momentur of Pentecost. It
was aded éy the Amteness of the
group, the shared city and culture,
Zheir runority stadus, and the pres-—
ence of eye—toitnesses.

ZZo/llneSS. 77]/5 ML(C/I QAL(\Sec/ p)‘/'n-
ciple is nevertheless essential. An-
nanias and Sapplura died For hying !
God's character and agenda were
z‘a,éen Se)‘lloaS/y Ay the Arst Chris—
lians. Holiness was cultivated, not
Ay reles, et Ay See(’/ng God's pres-

ence.

Al 2he ricderial ao/\/anz‘ages , /nc/aa//ng
Zool/s and fe_cﬁno/ogv, CAdl an/one on
a\SS{cjznmeni couwld wish for.

Self IprofeCZ‘f\/ene\SS . We profeCZ‘
ourseles and ocur /idt/e ,é/ngc/oms)‘ as
Sc haetffer wortl/d say, "o pe_r\fona/
peace and afFluence.”

Indifference 2o (God's heartd. ITZ's
not just a matder of ée/ng PerrnS =
Sive ; the anseer IS not po//c/ng added
reles in the church.

Knoa)/eo/ﬁe o Christian %'5z‘ory. Ls
2AIS more or less valuable that he
immediacy of the Spirit ‘s wor,é/ng
that the Arst CAristians had?

The first Christians also had a prepared
awdience in the Israelite people, though

not in the rest of the Roman world. Paul for one understood how to use cultural bridges.
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The Dynamism Of The First Christians

Record your insights about why the Christians in Acts were so fruitful.

What did the first Christians

have that we don't?

What do we have that
the first Christians didn't?

4 DQ/‘/V, %oaSe-—'f'o-%/oaSe Fe//ow-—

ship and Ministry. See Act 2.4¢; 5.42;
65 20.20. Lek 0.7 is about a difFer-
ent 1ssue, bt the howse-to-fouse

PUNSTry Ccan be perverted by busy-
bodies (177 5.13).
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Acts Study: Special Notes

Firsts In The Apostolic Church

Record your insights about first-time events in the book of Acts.

First-Time Event

My Thoughts

1. Coljﬂol‘dfe DeC/A\S/'oh: ( ep/ac/'n JL( -
das with Matdhias (Hetds I.I5—25.

2. Spea,é/ng In 72/734(35 (2.4,

3. Public Sermon/ Téac/z/ng-' Peler at
the Pentecost outpouring (214-40).

4. Post-HAscension Comerds: 3,000
on the a’cz}/ of” Pentecost ( 2.4/!)

5. Post—-HAscension Y/ea//n\c}-' 7 he crip-
ple in Che 7;/)7//8 (3.1-9).

6. Arrest and Suririons Before Zhe
Sanhedrin: Peter, John and ¢he cripple
(7X 4.1-22).

7. Corporate prayer with eords Cand

earz‘/vgage): (4.23; ¢ 114).

While commentadors arque that
Peler was too hasty, noZ‘/]/ng in the
Zex? indicates tHIs. Luke could have
said if Pawl toere God's intended.

One of the Sighs of” Spirid inf ///ng,
but a precedent does not prove Zhat
Something must be done, only that it
can Ae_ done.

See £ze 34).4 w/’}ere 5/7€p/7£/~o/§ are re—
proved for not /7e.a//n3 2he sick.

Page B-5




www.timothyministries.info

Firsts In The Apostolic Church

Record your insights about first-time events in the book of Acts.

First-Time Event

My Thoughts

S. Lie 7o 7773 Y/o/g/ Spir:i‘ : ( 4@55
S.1-10).

9. Jadgemeni‘ Upon A Believer: (51—
10).

10. Ja//érea,é and 4/738/;6 Mdn/./,eSfd"
ion: (512-2¢).

1. Flogging: (5.90-4).

2. Mass %ea//'ngsf (5.12-14)

13. Disunty: 7he ane?aa/ distribee—
Cion of food (4,.!>.

14. Selection OF DeQCOhS ‘ (4,.2—-4,).
This is the second corporate de-
cision of the church recorded in
Acts.

5. Mardyrdos: ()

/J/'/y cweren? Christians a/ways Py —
raca/oas/y Freed?
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Acts Study: Special Notes

Firsts In The Apostolic Church

Record your insights about first-time events in the book of Acts.

First-Time Event

My Thoughts

1. (General Perseccdion OF 7he
Church: (Acts s.1-3).

12. Ouwtreach 2o Samaria: (5.4-25).

5. /V//nfsiry Irn a Gentile Howse:
Goa-1s).

19. Disciples Called Christians: (i.2¢4).

20. Mission 2o Asia Minor: (13)

21. Church Cowncil: 7The Jerwsales
Cownci/! (15).

22. Outreach into Eurcpe: (6.6
IS 1.

23. Lean‘/;V—SerMon Fatality: (20.2-
|2>

Cusebius calls the Ehiopian Euncch
of Acts s 2he " Arst arrong Zhe (GGen-
tiles Cewho] received Zhe MySZ‘er/eS
of the divine word...” (Ecc st 2.1,
but the ewunuch was surely a pros-
elyte, mams of whor cwere in atten-
dance on the c/czy of Pentecost.
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The Connotations Of
“Baptism”

References

Mat 3.6-11; Luk 3.3, 7-8; Act 2.38;
13.24;19.4

Mar 16.16; Act 8.12-13; 18.8

Mat 3.11-12; Mar 10.38-39; Luk 3.16-
17;12.50; 1Pe 3.18-22

Joh 1.21-31

Mat 28.19; Joh 4.1; Act 22.12-16;
1Co 1.12-13; 10.1-2; Heb 10.22-23

Mat 3.11-12; Luk 3.16-17; Act 1.5;
11.15-16; 19.1-3; 1Co 12.13

Rom 6.3-4-5; Col 2.12

Gal 3.27 (Cf. Gen 3.21; Psa 132.9;
Isa22.1;61.10; Dan 5.29; Mat 22.11;
Luk 15.22; 24.49; Rom 13.11-14; Col
3.8-12)

Eph 4.5; 1Co 12.13

Mat 3.13-17; Mar 1.9-11; Luk 3.21-
23

Baptismal Connotation

( epenfdnde .

Priest /y consecration.
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Acts Study: Special Notes

Correlations In Acts

What We Want

What It Requires

Daily Converts
Acts 2.47

Daily Proclamation and
Teaching (2.42; 5.42;
17175 19°9)

Daf/y M/An/‘SZ(l‘y 7o 7778
Poor ( (,,.l)

Daly prasers ( 2.42)

Dd//y Ahore f’e//oa)éﬁ/p
(2.42,46; 20.3D

Power In Ministry
Acts 1.8

Signs & Wonders
Acts 4.29-31

Fruitful Mission Results
Acts 16.5; 14-15

Divine Intervention
Acts 4.31

Church Growth
Acts 5.14

Kea/ presence of Zhe
%o/y éoc/ ofﬂf&de (5.]-—!4)

Sac rh C/Ad/ /edc/erS/lff
Farth —Communty suns-
Z‘er/‘ng Zo pracz‘/ca/ rneeds

Meésage awthenticadion
by the Holy Spirit ( 5.32)
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Seven Compelling Facts About The First Christians

The First Christians:

1. Were Jewish

A.

B.

The Church would break completely from its Hebraic heritage by AD 135. Until then, Christianity was un-
derstood as a Jewish sect.

In reality, Christianity was simply Judaism universalized. The first Christians thought in Jewish categories
with a Hebraic worldview.

The Jewish priority on kinship carries over into the NT ideas of spiritual adoption (Rom 8.15; Gal 4.4-7;
Eph 1.5), “the household of faith” (Gal 6.10), “the household of God” (Eph 2.19; 1Ti 3.15; 1Pe 4.17; cf. Heb
2.11), the corporate temple (1Co 3.9-17; 2Co 6.16), filial respect in the Church (1Ti 5.1-3; 1Pe 1.22; 2.17),
brotherly love for believers (Rom 12.10; Heb 13.1; 1Pe 3.8; 5.9), and justification by faith (i.e., by a trusting
relationship).

Two models for church life compete in our culture: the business model (performance and bottom line) and the
family model (relationships and fruitfulness). The Church in Acts clearly operated on the family model (Acts
1.12-14; 2.42,44, 4.32,23; 5.42; 6.1; 20.20; 21.17; see 1Ti 3.1-5).

Their whole of religion was summed up in the commands to love God and one another (Joh 13.34; 1Jo 4.20-
21), and they understood this love as an action that would holistically address what we now call social justice
(Jam 2.15-17; 1Jo 3.10,16-17).

In the NT, the common apostolic phrase “in Christ” has varied connotations depending on context, but in
many passages we may paraphrase it as “in [the household (or family) of] Christ,” or simply “in [(or by)
relationship with] Christ” (Rom 8.1; 12.5; 16.3,7,9; 1Co 1.30; 3.1; 4.15; 15.22; Gal 1.22; 3.28; 5.6; Eph 1.1;
2.13; Philip 1.1; Col 1.2; etc.).

The understood the Human-Divine Partnership (Act 4.29-30; 14.3).
They ministered creatively to other cultures (Act 17), but also used common sense (Didache 11).

They fellowshipped with a city church rather than with a competing church.
They associated their leaders with the cities where they ministered.

Over Themselves: They depended upon hearing from God by Scripture, counsel (Acts 15.28), and by
corroborated revelation (Acts 16.10).

Over All Creation: They obeyed God before man, stood against heresy (like Gnosticism), and decided on the
basis of rightness rather than feasibility (Acts 13.3).

Peter: “God has made Him both Lord and Christ — this Jesus whom you crucified” (Act 2.36). The book of
Acts correlates bold proclamation with signs and wonders.
Stephen: “Behold, I see the heavens opened! ... Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Act 7.54-60).
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