
The Structure Of 1 John

1.1-4
Introduction & Purpose
“That our joy may be 

made complete.”

5.14-21
Final

Exhortations
and Assurances.

1.5 to 2.2
God’s flawless purity,

Our sinfulness,
God’s provision for our 

sinfulness.

5.13
Mirror Purpose:

“That you may know 
that you have eternal 

life.”

2.3-11
We keep His

commandments,
particularly the com-
mandment to love.

3.11-24
We keep His

commandments to 
believe and to love as 

Jesus loved.

4.7-12
We love one another 

out of the propitiation 
and life we have 

received from Him.

4.13
He has given us

His Spirit.

5.1-5
We overcome the world 

by our faith in Jesus 
and our obedience 
to His commands.

2.12-14
A reassuring

digression based
on audience’s 
experience.

2.15 to 3.10
Recognizing the 

children of God and 
the children of 

the devil.

4.1-6
Test prophets
by their belief

in the incarnation.

5.6-12
The testimony

regarding
God’s Son.

2.3 to 5.5
How we know 
we know Him.

4.15-21
By His Spirit

we confess Jesus in to 
the world and love our 

brother.
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