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Does Scripture provide an explicit 
statement of the proposition?

Is the content of the explicit 
statement of  Scripture developed 

further elsewhere?

Does the proposition conflict with the 
seven unities (Eph 4.4-6) or with other 

biblically established theology?

Does Scripture provide addition-
al passages that explicitly or im-
plicitly support the proposition?

Do biblical types and/or histori-
cal narrative support the propo-

sition?

Are all the main elements 
of the proposition sup-
ported by explicit state-
ments or necessary de-
ductions from Scripture?

Are some of the main ele-
ments of the proposition 
supported by explicit state-
ments or necessary deduc-
tions from Scripture?

Are all or some of 
the main elements 
of the proposition 
supported by im-
plicit statements of 
Scripture or by bib-
lical types or histor-
ical narrative?

Can the proposition 
be re-articulated in a 
manner that does not 
conflict with the seven 

unities?

FALSE
DOCTRINE

SUPPLEMENTARY
TRUTH

SECONDARY 
DOCTRINE OR 

SUPPLEMENTARY
TRUTH

PROBABLY A
SECONDARY 
DOCTRINE

A PRIMARY
DOCTRINE

NO

YES

YES

YES
MAYBE

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

FALSE
DOCTRINE

NO

BUT

NO

NO

YES

YES

FALSE
DOCTRINE

The starting proposition 
or some of its elements 

may constitute
SECONDARY DOCTRINES 

or SUPPLEMENTARY 
TRUTHS.

NO YES

YES

Primary Doctrine, Secondary Doctrine,
 Supplementary Truth, Or False Doctrine?

Assessing Which Doctrines The Bible Emphasizes
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Does the proposition express an 
abstract truth that lacks typolog-
ical or historical support, but has 
a preponderance of explicit and/
or implicit support?


