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Language IS
the light of the mind.

John Stuart Mill (1806-1873)

The devaluation of grammar correlates closely with a devalua-
tion of the mind, truth, and thought. When a main purpose of
language is the careful, precise expression of thought, grammar
and syntax become critical because they make such expression
of thought possible.

If we Christians are to develop our minds, we must take greater
care to improve our syntax and grammar, and we must expect
this from each other.

J. P. Moreland

The Role of Reason in the Life of the Soul

SOME KOINE GREEK BACKGROUND

The Koine ( = “common”) Greek of the Bible and early Christian writings was preceded by Classi-
cal Greek (until 323 BC) and followed by Medieval Greek (after AD 330). Koine arose as the com-
mon dialect of the armies of Alexander the Great as they broke through national boundaries, and
mixed cultures on their eastward march to Mesopotamia. Koine Greek is based upon Classical
Attic Greek, and has elements of other Greek dialects mixed in.

The names of the letters in the Greek alphabet are meaningless other than signifying their
referent and beginning with the sound that their letter makes. This is because the Greek alphabet
was adapted from the Phoenician-Semitic alphabet. “The Greek letters used in the most ancient
inscriptions are, as to form, essentially the same as the corresponding characters found in Phoe-
nician inscriptions and on Hebrew coins” (E. A. Sophocles, 1854). The earlier Semitic letters were
pictograms that meant something. The West Semitic word Aleph, for example, meant
ox, and the letter Aleph represented a bovine head with horns. The ancient meanings
of these pictograms did not carry over into the corresponding Greek letters.

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

PAGE B - 2



http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

CONTENTS

Some Koine Greek BaCKZroUNd .........ciiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeiee e eeesecciirrreeeereeeeeeeeeeseennnnnnns 2
JAY o o] <A VAT= 110 ] K-y 5
ConJUNCHONS AN TR CIAUSES.....uveeerieeieeciieeiee et e et e st esve e s e e s veesbeesveesbeesareesnneaens 6
N T=T=: | n Lo o - PP PP PSP 7
2 Lo =TT 8
B TR D] A LT N n o] (=TT 9
Definite Article: Agreement With Its NOUN ......coociiiiiiiiiiiiee e 10
Masculine Noun: Second Declension IN =0C ........ueeeeiiiiiiiiieiiieeiieee et 10
Multiple Uses Of The Hard-Working Definite Article........ccccvvveveeeeeeeieeiieiieicccnrneeee, 11
Possible Intended Emphases Of The Definite Article .......cceeeeeeeciiiieeiicciieeeeeceee, 13
THe Article AS A PrONOUN..cciiiiiiiiiiicieeeeeeeeeeeee e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeaab b es 13
The Neuter Article As Thought-Or-Word Designator........cccccvvvvveeeeeeieeeeeeieecccinrneeeee. 14
The Article With Demonstrative PronNOUNS..........uueeiiiiiiiiiieiecceeeeeee et 14
ANGITATOUS NOUNS .ottt ettt ettt se e e e e e eeeeaaaaseseeseeeeeesseans 15
What Kind Of Definite Article FIOW Chart. ......coovvevieeeiiiiiiiiiiie et eeeeeeviee e eeeeannns 16
Article Without Noun: Substantiver Function Marker Flow Chart .........ccccoevevvvivvnnnnn.. 17
KOINE Greek Case SYSLEM .....uiiiiiiiiiieee ettt e e e ree e e s s e e e s s saeaeeeeeens 18
D IR =Y E= 0L A D LA =TT 19
GeNitive Of HEAING ... e e e e e e e e e e e e eaanes 20
Other Non-AccuSative ODJECES ....viiiiiiiiiie e 20
Notes On Syntax: Postpositives, Agreement and Phrases ........ccccvveeeeeeeeeeeeiieeicecinnnnns 21
Greek Prepositions DIiagram.........uuieeeeeeieee i e ettt eee e e e e e e e e e s e cnarrrere e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaan 22
Prepositions Using Different Cases......uuuuiiiieiiiciiiiee e esieee e e svaeee e 23
L LU I TR Lo Yo Ko o Lo o T 23
Two Numbers In Greek: Singular Or Plural ...t 24
Feminine Noun, First Declension In =7.......c.ccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 24
T oY A = I ad 0] 0 o 161 1 L TP 25
[0 g o] aF=Yu ol o'oY Vo T o HS U 26
[ CE AV ad oY Vo YU 1 TP TR 27
Interrogatives & INdefinite PronOUNS .........c..uiiieiiiiiiiee e 27
DemMONSIrative PrONOUNS.......ccii et et e et e et e e e et e e ean e e eeaaaaeeens 28
RETTIOXIVE PrONOUNS c.vvueeeiiititeee ettt e ettt e e et ettt e e e et eaaaaeseseesaraaseesesasnasseesenrnnanss 29
S{<ToiT o o Tor=1 I ad e o o TU T o [0SR 30
INdefinite Relative PrONOUN ......cccceeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeet e e e e e e e e e e eeeeee b ar e aaaaas 30
Feminine Noun, First Declension [N —Q.........uueeueeeeeeieeeeeee e 31
ProPer NOUN JESUS ..cuuueieiiiiiiiiee sttt e e e ee et s s e e e eatae s e e e eaatas e e e eeasaasseeeaassannes 31
Neuter Noun, SEcoNd DECIENSION ......coevvieeieeeiiiitceceeee e e 32
Adjectives And How They Are Used In SENtENCES ......ccccvvvrveereeeieeeeeeeeeiecinrreeeeeeenn. 33
Attributive, Substantival & Predicate Adjectives .......ccccccvviiiiiieeiee e, 34
First & Second Declension AdJECTIVE .....c.uvvieiiiiciiiiee e 35
More Notes On Syntax: Emphatic Duplication; Asseveration.............cccceevevecuvvnrrenneen. 36
Nesting And Stacking Modifiers ........cccouuiiiiiieiiiee e 37
PN V<Y o TSR 38

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

PAGE B - 3



http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

INtroducing Greek Verbs: PErSON.....ccccciiveeeeeiiei ettt e e e e e e rereereee s 39
Introducing Greek Verbs: Number And VOICE........ccooieeicciiiiiiieeeeeeee e, 40
Introducing Greek Verbs: MOOd ........cooiiiiiiiiei ittt e e 41
Greek Verb Tenses: Verbal Aspect, Spatial Quality And Aktionsart.............eeeeveeeeenn. 43
Y L VSl 2 1 4 LS 44
Decoding Greek VErbs Diagrami.......cccccuurvereeeieeeeeeeeeieececinrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeesessenannssssseeeeeess 45
More About The Kinds Of AKHONSAIT .........uuuueeeeeeeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 46
Greek Verbs: Notes On Orthography And Morphology......cccceeeeeeeieeiccciiiiiieeeeeeee, 47
Rules Of Contraction FOr —ew ANd =ct VerDS.......ueeeiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeiieeee e 48
Regular Verb, Present Tense: Indicative and Subjunctive Moods........cccccceeeevennnnnns 49
Forming The Indicative Active (NON-FUture) TENSES.......cccuveeeeeeecirieeee e 50
Aorist Indicative ANd SUDJUNCEIVE.....uueeiiiiieiieeeeeccccreteee e e 51
FOrming The FirSt AOTiST ..cuvieiii i e e e e e e e 52
Parsing Verbs; The Irregular VErb elftl .......occuveirieineiincniiieircnesceeeeeeees 53
Principal Parts: Regular And Irregular Verbs.........cccccvvveeivcivirieeeeeiiece e, 54
Forming The FULUre ACHIVE TENSE .......uuiieiiiiieeiiee et e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeas 55
FOrming The SUDJUNCEIVE ......uuiiii it e e e 56
The IMPErative IMOOU . ........iiiii it e e e e e e e e e s e aabrrraerreeeaeeeens 57
The Theory Of Deponency And The Biblical —=pat Verbs ..., 59
More Verbs In The MiddIe........cooooviiiieeeeeieeeceeee e 60
Middle Voice Verbs In The REVEIATION c.cc.uueeiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e 61
INtErpreting PartiCiples. ... et e e e e e e e e e et eeeeeeas 62
Analyzing A Participle: FIOW Chart........cccuiiiiiiiiiiicc et e e 63
ParsSiNg PartiCiples. ... .uueeie ettt e e e e s e e e e e e e e e s araaeeaeean 64
Participle Paradigms fOr AU ......cocuveeriiicieeieeeeieee et et et et e et eaveeeaaeeeaeeeeans 64
Participles Of Bl .....cceierierieieieieiseneseeeeee e 66
N T N VS ettt ettt e ettt e e e et eat s e e et tabsa s s eeeaaanaesseeeasannnseeesarnneseeeeeanns 67
VErD Chart FOT Opai......coveuerueuirieiiieieteieiesteieste sttt sttt 68
VI CRAIt FOT Ol0C cvveveeeeeeeee e et eeeee e eee et e e e e e et e eeeeee e eeeseseeeeeeneeseeeeseesesseseseesenseeneeesenes 69
The Verb oyt In The REVEIGtION ....c..cuveiieiirieerteeee e 70
Perfect FOrm With Present SENSE.........ooovveveveiiiiiiiiccciceieeeeeeeeeeeee e 71
THE VEID YIVORAL ..ttt 72
[T F=q U 11y ol =T ¢ OO PPPPN 73
Articular INfINTEVES 1N IMATK .. coooieiiiiiiiceeeeeeeeeee e 75
1Y T G LR LTS PR 77
The Varied Uses Of The GeNITIVE .. ccuuuiiiiieeeiiee ettt ettt ettt seetesettnesseeaneseesaneees 79
Paul’s Parallel NOmMiNa RECTA .cccoeeeiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 83
Analyzing Predicate NOMINGTIVES ......vvveieiiiiiieeeee ettt rrrree e e e e e e e 85
Comparing Three Verbs Of KNOWING ..ot e 86

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

PAGE B - 4



http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

Campbell
D&M

Eng
GNT
Grk
Heb
Long

LXX
Mounce (2009)

Mounce (2011)

NAU
PDSNTG

Robertson (1933)

SHE

Wallace

Wenham

Winer

ABBREVIATIONS

Campbell, Constantine R. Basics Of Verbal Aspect In Biblical Greek, (Grand Rap-
ids, MI: Zondervan, 2008).

Dana, H. E. and Mantey, Julius R. A Manual Grammar Of The Greek New Testa-
ment, (New York, NY: Macmillan, 1927).

English.

Greek New Testament.

Greek.

Hebrew.

Long, Fredrick J. Kairos: A Beginning Greek Grammar (Mishawaka, IN: Fredrick
J. Long, 2005).

The Septuagint, Greek translation of the Old Testament and Apocypha.
Mounce, William D. Basics of Biblical Greek: Grammar, Edited by Verlyn D. Ver-
brugge, Third Edition, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2009).

Mounce, William D. Biblical Greek: A Compact Guide, (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2011).

The New American Standard Bible, © 1995 by The Lockman Foundation.
DeMoss, Matthew S. Pocket Dictionary for the Study of New Testament Greek
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001).

Robertson, A. T. Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, TN: Broad-
man Press, 1933).

Schoder, Raymond V., Vincent C. Horrigan, and Leslie Collins Edwards.Transi-
tion to Attic Greek: A Supplement to a Reading Course in Homeric Greek (New-
buryport, MA: Focus Publishing; R. Pullins Company, 2006).

Wallace, Daniel B. Greek Grammar beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of
the New Testament, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996).

Wenham, J. W. The Elements Of New Testament Greek, (New York, NY: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1965).

Winer, G. B. A Treatise on the Grammar of New Testament Greek: Regarded as
a Sure Basis for New Testament Exegesis (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1882).

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

PAGE B -5



http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

CONJUNCTIONS

he most common word in the Koine Greek scriptures, with about 9,280 occurrences in
Tthe NT, is xal, the conjunction meaning and. It's frequency of use in the NT reflects the
Hebraic nature of the NT texts, since the Hebrew authors loved to connect their narratives,
and begin their sentences, with frequent conjunctions.
The counterpart to xal is the contrastive, @M. In between the definitely copulative
xal and the definitely contrastive &M\, is 0¢ which can express contrast or simple continua-
tion.

THE CONJUNCTIONS

AL o

0t xal

gaLy Ol
Wg

¢/
vt CLAUSES

The conjunction va is normally used in purpose clauses (also called
final clauses), i.e., clauses using the Subjunctive Mood (for Moods see

page B-31) that state the purpose for something. In such clauses, (va
means in order that, but often translates simply as that.

In non-purpose clauses, (v is often equivalent to 8Tt. In these

A . . o .
clauses, vet introduces an indirect statement or discourse, and means
that.

. (44 . . oy e .
Sometimes, lva introduces clauses in apposition, i.e., clauses

describing equivalent ideas or actions. In 1John 5.3, va tells us that “the
love of God” = “keeping His commandments.”
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NEGATIONS

f the two primary Koine negations, the first has three forms: o0 before consonants, odx

before smooth breathing and ody before rough breathing (see “Breathing Marks” on
page A-9). The two negations o0 and wj are used in different kinds of statements: 00 and
000¢ with Indicative statements; W and ”0€ with Imperatives, subjunctives, infinitives and
participles (See “Mood” on page B-41). Also, 00 (or 00 Wy — in Greek the double negative
does not make a positive as in English!) is used in questions expecting an affirmative answer,
whereas w") is used in questions expecting a negative answer (see Luke 6.39). Furthermore,
" is used in prohibitions; when it is used with an Aorist verb it deals with external and spe-
cific actions, and can mean, “Don’t start....” (e.g. Rev. 7.3; 10.4; 22.10); when it is used with a
Present Imperative verb, it often has to do with human attitudes and conduct, and can mean

“Stop doing...” (e.g., Revelation 5.5), or, “continually don’t do .... (e.g., 1Timothy 3.7).

THE NEGATIONS

ov, 0UX, OVY

I4

o

THE RULES
oV and 000¢  with Indicative. Prohibitions
1Y) and w)0é  with Imperative and " + Aorist Subjunctive = Don’t start....
Subjunctive, Infinitive (e.g. Rev. 7.3; 10.4; 22.10).
and Participle. " + Present Imperative = Stop doing...

(e.g. Revelation 5.5).
o0 (or 00 uy) in questions expecting an
affirmative answer. Two negatives don’t make a positive!
y.r') in questions expecting a negative
answer (see Luke 6.39).

Conversational Koine Greek: When To Just Say Ov

Say o0 before a word beginning with a consonant: o0 vuatdlet (2Pe 2.3).

Say oVx before a word beginning with smooth breathing: o0x oidactv (Jud 1.10)
Say oty before a word beginning with rough breathing: oby auaptavet (1Jo 5.18)
Say w7 in a non-indicative statement: My dyaméte Tov xoapov (1Jo 2.15)
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PARTICLES

Particles are words that have more functional than inherent meaning. Their mean-
ing has to do with the relationship between words, and so they are sometimes
untranslatable into a corresponding word in the target language. In Ephesians 6.8,

for example, the particle &v simply expresses conditionality.

PARTICLES IN EPHESIANS

av (6.8) uev (4.11)
apa (2.19) ovv (2.19)
ye (3.2) niote (2.2)
el (3.2) ¢ (5.15)
eite (6.8) ¢ (3.19)
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THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

n English grammar, an article generally marks its following noun as definite or indefinite. In
I English we have the indefinite articles, a and an, and the definite article the. Koine Greek
has no indefinite article; we interpret Greek nouns as indefinite by their lexical meaning, or by
the lack of a preceding definite article or other determiner. Thus, 6 Xéyog , with the definite
article 6, means “the word,” while Aéyog standing alone can mean “a word.”

There are other determiner words like the demonstrative pronouns, this and that
(see page B-28). Unlike other determiners, though, the definite article cannot stand alone. It
makes sense to say, “l want that,” but it doesn’t make sense to say, “I want the.” (The article
can stand alone when used as a pronoun; see page B-15).

In biblical Greek there are twenty-four forms of the definite article. This many forms
are used because, like the substantives (words or phrases used as nouns) that they modify,
they have a specific form for each gender, number and case (for number see page B-24; for
case see pages B-18 and B-19 ). The specificity of Greek substantives as to their gender, num-
ber, and case gives wonderful clarity to the Greek Scriptures!

Memorizing the twenty-four definite articles will put you a big step ahead in reading
biblical Greek!

Mas. Fem. Neu.
e
Nominative (@)
S
% Accusative TOV
&0
§=
»n Genitive TOU
Dative T({)
¢
Nominative O L
E Accusative TOU g
=
A« Genitive TV

Dative TOLS
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THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

Agrees In Number, Gender And Case
With Its Noun

Here’s what it looks like when we use the definite article with each of the different forms of
the word AGyog, which means “word.” Since A0Yos is a masculine noun, it will always take
a masculine form of the definite article. Notice that each of the masculine definite articles
have the same endings as their nouns, producing a rhyme. The Singular Nominative form is
the exception; the Singular Nominative definite article was probably 0g in an earlier time!

The word Xéyog is a paradigm word: many other masculine nouns follow the same
pattern with regard to their endings. The Greek nouns that fit this pattern are said to belong
to the Second Declension [Ending] In —0g.

THE MASCULINE NOUN
SECOND DECLENSION IN -0S

Nominative )\()‘YOS‘
?D Accusative XO'YOV
'c% Genitive XO,‘YOU
Dative XO,'Y({)
Nominative XO,'YO L
- Accusative X(’)’YOUS
E - /
~ Genitive XO’YU)V

Dative Xéoy oL g
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THE MULTIPLE USES OF THE

HARD-WORKING DEFINITE ARTICLE

As beginning Koine Grk students, we learned that the Grk article, 0, }ﬁ, T0 is the counter-

part to our Eng word the (see page B-9). However, the humble Grk article often encodes

more meaning than at first meets the eye!

The Article Individualizes Or Particularizes Its Referent

The Grk article can individualize its referent in the following ways:

1.

At the very least, the article is used to distinguish one person or thing from another. Mat-
thew 5.15 provides a good example of this, in which the article helps distinguish the bas-
ket from the lampstand. If the article serves no function beyond this, we can call it the
article of simple identification.

The anaphoric article points to something or somebody already mentioned in the con-
text. Thus, in Luke 9.16, Jesus “took the five loaves and the two fishes.” What loaves and
fishes? The very ones that the disciples had just told Jesus about. Similarly, why does John
write, “after the two days,” in John 4.43, instead of just, “after two days”? Because with
the article he specifies the two days mentioned previously in John 4.40.

Similar to its anaphoric use, the well known article refers to well known facts, truths,
persons, events or situations, i.e., things “mentioned” long before the present context.
Thus, in Acts 5.37, “the census” is mentioned without further specification; apparently
that particular census was one with which Gamaliel’s audience was quite familiar, and the
article serves to differentiate the well-known census from others.

Rarely, we find a kataphoric article that points ahead to a not-previously-mentioned ref-
erent. Thus, in 1 Timothy 1.15, Paul says, “faithful [is] the saying,” and then a few words
later gives the actual saying.

Speaking of pointing, the deictic article (from 5eixvuw, “I point out”) points to a person
or thing which is currently in the sight of the speaker. Thus we have Pilate’s famous ex-
clamation in John 19.5, i0oU 6 &vBpwTog, “Behold, the man!”

The par excellence article identifies the thing that is the supreme instance of its class.
Thus, in John 1.21, the baptist is asked, “Are you the prophet?” Well, Israel had many
prophets, but only the prophet of Deuteronomy 18.15 (the Messiah, Acts 3.22) could be
referred to as simply the prophet, without need for further clarification. Likewise, the
Baptist’s messengers asked Jesus if He was “the coming One” (6 épxéy.evog) without feel-
ing any need to specify further what particular “coming one” they had in mind. Everyone
knew that by “the coming one,” meant the ultimate coming one, i.e., the Messiah. This
use of the article is difficult to distinguish from the well known article, but it refers to the
very best or the worst of a class, and thus to the supremely “well known” item. The par
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excellence article can also overlap in function with the anaphoric article. For example, in 1
Corinthians 3.13, Paul says in regard to each man’s work that “the day will reveal it....” Bibli-
cally there is only one day worthy to be called simply the day, namely, the Day of the LORD.
Indeed, this is the day that Paul had already mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1.8. So, the articlein 1
Corinthians 3.13 is the par excellence article and also the anaphoric article looking back to the
preceding mention of “the day.”

7. Similar to the par excellence article, the monadic article identifies unique items. While the
par excellence article points to the ultimate of a certain category, the monadic article points
to things of which there is only one. Wallace helpfully explains that the expression “the king-
dom,” in Matthew 9.35 is par excellence, while the fuller expression (with a genitive phrase
modifier) “the kingdom of God,” is a monadic phrase: “the kingdom” refers to the ultimate
kingdom; “the kingdom of God” names something of which there is only one.

8. Abstract nouns, more often than not, take the abstract article to emphasize the quality that
they name. Thus in 2 Thessalonians 2.3 we read of 0 @vlpwmog T¥¢ Gvouiag, “the man of
the lawlessness.” Here, the abstract idea of lawlessness is reinforced to direct our minds to a
particularly abominable lawlessness.

These eight uses of the article express differing degrees of specificity. We can arrange them, mov-
ing from the general to the specific, but must remember that an article may express more than
one aspect of specificity. Furthermore, most articles can be understood as encoding a more spe-
cific aspect of a more general category. For example, the par excellence “the prophet,” is a more
specific expression that also fits within the more general well known category.

Anaphoric Monadic

Simple Well Known  Par Excellence

Identification Kataphoric

Abstract
Deictic

Whereas the preceding uses of the article individualize, the generic article generalizes
and refers to a whole class (or genre). For example, in 2 Corinthians 12.12 Paul speaks of the
signs of “the apostle,” by which he means the kinds of signs to be expected from the class of true
apostles. Though the adjective true does not appear in this verse, the NAU translates (partly on
the basis of the article), “The signs of a true apostle ....” Consider also Ephesians 5.25 where Paul
writes, ol éiv5p8g, &ya’rr&’rs Tag yuvafxag, “the husbands, love the wives....” Our Eng versions
don’t translate the article before husbands, of course, because Paul did not have some specific
husbands in view, but meant, “husbands [as a class]” must love their wives.
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POSSIBLE EMPHASES INDICATED BY THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

Let us summarize the possible uses of the Article. When ¢, %, 76, are used as true Articles they can serve
to emphasize:

1. Something as definite and distinct from others.

2. Something previously mentioned in the context.
3. A well-known person, place or thing.
4. Something about to be mentioned.
5. Something currently in the presence of the speaker.
6. Something that is the supreme instance of its class.
7. Something that is in a class by itself.
8. An abstract quality.
Thus:

The Phrase’

Tov Bedv (John 1.1-2)

Tov vidv (John 3.35)

7 yij (s ¥iis) (Rev 1.7)*

7 ypadn (Luke 4.21)

6 épyduevos (Rev 1.8)

7 €pnuos (John 3.14)

6 metpdlwv (Matthew 4.3)

7 cwtypia (Romans 11.11)
6 épyatns (Luke 10.7)

g 0o Nuépag (John 4.43)

Doesn’t Just Mean

the god (currently being discussed)
the son (currently being discussed)
the land/earth

the writing

the coming one

the wilderness

the tempter (of the moment)

the salvation

the (particular) laborer

the two days

But May Mean
the One who is uniquely God of all

the unique Son of God

the Land of Israel (if not precluded by context)
the Scripture

the Messiah

the Sinai wilderness, or wilderness of Judah
Satan

the salvation that came through Christ

a member of the laboring class

the two days previously mentioned (John 4.40)

1  For some of these examples, see G. B. Winer, A Treatise on the Grammar of New Testament Greek: Regarded as a Sure
Basis for New Testament Exegesis, (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1882), p. 132.
2 For ¥ yfj see also: Mat 27.45; Luk 4.25; 21.23; Act 7.3 (second instance); Jam 5.17-18; Rev 11.18; 14.6; 20.9.

The Article As A Pronoun

esides its regular uses, the article can stand in for a third person personal pronoun, as we see
Bin the beginning of Matthew 13.29, “6 0¢ dnow...” This is startling usage for the Grk language
beginner because it seems literally to read, “but the said....” However, the Grk article evolved from
a demonstrative pronoun (Winer, p. 129), and so in this instance, where it refers anaphorically
to the “man who sowed good seed,” (the € in this verse indicates that the subject has changed,
and the article refers back to someone prior to the last named subject; Wallace, p. 211), we could
read the clause as, “but that one said ... ,” or “but the man said ....” Our Eng versions adequately
render this clause, “but he said....”

The article can also function as a personal pronoun in expressions of contrasting alterna-
tives. For example, in 1 Corinthians 7.7, Paul explains that each person has his own gift from God,
6 uev oUTws, 6 0¢ 0UTw, i.e., “one this, but another this.”

When the article appears before a non-adjective modifier in the second and third attribu-
tive positions (for attributive positions, see in connection with adjectives on p. B-34), the article
has the force of a relative pronoun (for relative pronouns, see p. B-27). An example appears in the
Lord’s prayer with the words, [TaTep Nu@v ¢ év Tolg oUpavois. The prepositional phrase, “in the
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heavens,” is in the third attributive position, and so the preceding article is translated as a relative
pronoun, “who.”

The article can also serve as a possessive pronoun, as in Romans 4.4 where Paul refers to
how “for the one working, the wages are not reckoned according to grace ....” The NAU correctly
translates the Grk article as a possesisve pronoun, “his wages are not credited as a favor....” This
usage is more obvious when body parts are in view. In Matthew 8.3, we're told that Jesus éxTelvog
T}))v XETpa, “stretched out the hand ...” Matthew does not have to add, a0Tod, “his,” because it’s
obvious that Jesus stretched out His own hand, and the article suffices to indicate this.

The Neuter Article As A Thought-Or-Word Designator

he proper noun, Hagar, referring to Sarah’s maidservant, would normally take the feminine ar-
Tticle (as in the LXX of Genesis 21.17). However, in Galatians 4.25 Paul prefixes the neuter article
to the word Hagar (10 ... Ayap) to alert the reader that he is not speaking of Hagar the person, but of
Hagar as an idea. The neuter article is sometimes used with a noun to designate the noun’s referent
as an object of thought, or to indicate that the noun itself is being considered as a word.

The Seemingly Superfluous Article

here are instances in Koine Grk where to Eng speakers, the article seems superfluous. For ex-
Tample, in Acts 26.24, the Grk text reads, “The Festus with loud the voice said ...” We would
say, as in the NAU, “Festus said in a loud voice ....” Why use articles when both Festus and his voice
are already definite? It helps to be reminded (by Wallace, p. 209) that “the article is not primarily
to make something definite that would otherwise be indefinite,” but that its primary function is to
conceptualize. The article does more than conceptualize, and it does frequently definitize but let’s
not be conditioned by the name definite article into thinking that the article has to make definite!
In the clause in question from Acts 26.24, the first article is anaphoric, used to indicate that Festus
is the Festus previously mentioned in the narrative. In the second case, the article points out that
the voice, particularly that of Festus, had a loud quality to it on this occasion. The use of the article
points to something which belongs to the individual as having a certain quality (see Winer p. 134).

The Article With Demonstrative Pronouns

standard Koine Grk usage that has seemed particularly odd to me is the use of the article in
Aconcert with a demonstrative pronoun. This seemingly redundant use of the article occurs even
with proper names as in Acts 1.11, 05T0§ 0 ’IY)O‘OD’g, “this the Jesus...” However, Grk syntax requires
the article to mark out the demonstrative pronoun as attributive (adjectival). When a demonstra-
tive pronoun is not related to a noun with an article, the pronoun functions independently rather
than adjectivally. So, as | understand it, 051‘0g 0 ’I?)O'Of)’g means “this Jesus,” whereas oﬁ’rog ’IY)O‘OUg
would mean “this one [is?] Jesus” (cf. Matthew 27.37).

here is much more to the Grk article than I’'ve covered in this section, but we have now gone a

few steps beyond simply reading it as the. For the student who wishes to master the Koine Grk
article, | recommend Wallace’s Greek Grammar Beyond The Basics.
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ANARTHROUS NOUNS

Anarthrous means “without the article” (the opposite of arthrous).! An anarthrous noun is
simply a noun lacking the definite article. Normally, we would translate an anarthrous noun
as an indefinite noun using our indefinite English article, a. However, some anarthrous nouns
are definite in spite of the fact that they lack the article. In Revelation 16.12 we have an example
where the text reads, &0 avaToA¥s NAlov, literally, “from rising of sun.” But of course, we know
“the sun” is meant because there is only one sun. As Winer explains, “The article is [sometimes]
omitted before words which denote objects of which there is but one in existence.”?> Thus, the
angels sing in Luke 2.14, €Tl y¥c €ipnvy, “peace on [the] earth,” and the article is not used since
the one and only earth (as opposed to the heavens) is in view.? Similarly, xéO'y.og is sometimes
anarthrous as in Revelation 13.8 and 17.8 (in contrast to 11.15). The word for heaven, oﬁpavo'g,
is also anarthrous in the NT, but rarely and usually in prepositional phrases using €v, ég, or gm’.4
John always uses the definite article with of)pavég in the Revelation, even in prepositional phras-
es, except in Revelation 21.1, gldov of)pavbv xalvdv, “I saw a new heaven,” and in verses where
o0pavds is in the vocative case (18.20, and possibly 12.12). The word sea, OdAacoa, is strikingly
anarthrous in Acts 10.6,32 and Luke 21.25.

As we might expect, the word God, 0€d¢, is often anarthrous (beginning GNT readers are
more surprised at how often 8€d¢ uses the article). Winer notes three cases in which the article is
most often omitted with Oed¢:

1. When the genitive feod is dependent on another (anarthrous) noun (see for ex-
ample 1Corinthians 3.16).

2. Inthe phrases Ogdg maTyp, and viol or Téxva feol.

3. With prepositions like @m0, €V, €-43 to 45)x, xata, and Tapa.®

The word f¢dg is anarthrous in the last part of John 1.1, because deity is in view rather than the
specific person of the Father. The clause, Ogd¢ ﬁv 0 Xéyog, means that the Word was deity, but
was not (i.e., was distinct from) the Father.®

As with Bedg, Tvelipa @ytov (Holy Spirit), xUptog (Lord), and TaTyp (Father) may occur
without the article. Abstract nouns denoting character qualities can also dispense with the ar-
ticle. In 1Timothy 6.11, Paul tells Timothy to pursue dwxatooUvyy edoéBelav mioTy, Gydmny
f)'rrog.tovf')v 'n'pai}ﬂ'ael'av, “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, gentleness.” These
abstract nouns are no less definite for lacking the definite article. We would not translate them as
“a righteousness, a godliness, a faith, etc.”

The bottom line: Since in many instances the article is not necessary to make a noun defi-
nite, (1) we must translate definite nouns as definite even when they do not have the article, and
(2) we must be on the lookout for the other possible grammatical purposes of articles in the text.”

1 See Winer, §XIX.
Ibid., p. 148. This principle applies to things like The Beginning, c’szv'), and Creation, xtiolg.

3 Note that y# will take the article when it means something other than the Earth as opposed to the heavens.
However, it is anarthrous when it denotes a specific country for the country name makes y# definite, as in gv
y#j AlydmTov, “in [the] land of Egypt.”

4  The article is normally omitted within a prepositional phrase, so when it is used in a prepositional phrase it
may provide a significant emphasis. See Mounce 2011, p. 16.

5 Winer, opcit, p. 151.

Mounce 2009, p. 27.

7 See Mounce 2011, p. 13ff.
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WHAT KIND OF DEFINITE ARTICLE?
Adapted from Wallace, p. 231

NO Substantiver
Is the article used with a noun? —)  OrFunction
Marker
YES Go To Page B-17
GENERIC | YES Does the article refer
ARTICLE to something as a class?
lNO
Substantiver
Or Function NO Does it distinguish item _ It may be SIMPLE
Marker from item? IDENTIFICATION
Go To Page B-17 YES 4+
OR I
Does it refer to some- '
i . It may be
thing previously men- = = =" ="=p [ ANAPHORIC
tioned in the context?

Does it refer to some-

NO /
thing about to be men- / YES o 7
tioned in the context? <3 “«;a\lf -
YES Is the referent well known? NO = _ | WELLKNOWN
r’ VE _ltmaybe _ /
KATAPHORIC
v NO
Is the referent the ulti- PAR
Does it refer to some- mate in its class? _ > EXCELLENCE
thing in the speaker’s tmavbe <
presence? lYES - = DA%

Is the referent the only
one in its class?

DEICTIC
YES
NO
NO
MONADIC
v
Does the noun refer to
an abstract quality? YES | ABSTRACT
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ARTICLE WITHOUT NOUN
WHAT KIND OF SUBSTANTIVER OR FUNCTION MARKER?
Adapted from Wallace, pp. 231-243

YES

SUBSTANTIVER
{_

MARKING CASE

Is the article YES
‘—

neuter plural?

YES

= "things"

RELATIONSHIP
OR CATEGORY
MARKER

HEBRAISM IN
REV 1.4,8; 4.8;
11.17; 16.5

YES
4—

ANAPHORIC
ARTICLE
IDENTIFYING
PRECEDING
STATEMENT OR
IDEA

IF it refers to a statement or quo-
tation, translate with a phrase like,
the statement, followed by quota-
tion marks. IF it refers to a summa-
ry clause, translate with something
like namely, or the idea(s) that ...

Is the article neuter singu-
lar preceding an infinitive?

lNO

Is the article non-geni-
tive, preceding a geni-
tive word or phrase?

NO

Does the article precede

an interjection, negative, YES \ PARTICLE
or other particle, e.g., SUBSTANTIVER
amen, yes, no, first, sec-
ond, etc.?

NO
Does the articl'e p'recede YES NOMINALIZER
an adverb, adjective, or

participle?

lNO

Does the article precede
the finite verb 7v?

lNO

Is the article singular neuter and
{Ldoes it precede a quotation,

statement or summary clause?

lNO

Is the article used in tan-
dem with a genitive pro-
noun?

—=

Go To Page
B-16
AND
treat the substantive

das a noun.
PN

If the word is not an ad-
jective in the second at-
tributive position...

Does the article precede 8
an adjective in the sec- :
ond attributive position?

lYES

Probably no semantic
value; don’t translate
(as in Mark 8.38b).

YES POSSESSION

MARKER
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THE KOINE GREEK CASE SYSTEM

reek nouns, pronouns, adjectives and participles have case. Case is a feature of these kinds of
words that tells us how they function in a sentence. In reading the Greek New Testament, we
generally work with only four cases:

1. Nominative: This case means the word indicates the subject of the action.

2. Accusative: This case means the word indicates the direct object.

3. Genitive: This case means that the word describes the quality of something or indicates
ownership by someone.

4. Dative: This case means the word indicates the indirect object.

The dative case is sometimes divided according to three functions (though the forms of
the words are identical):

A. Dative: Indicating the indirect object, and translated with the helping words to or for.

B. Locative: Indicating the location, sphere or destination of something, often using the
preposition in when translated.

C. Instrumental: Indicating the means or cause of something, often translated with the help-
ing words by or with.

Likewise, the genitive case is sometimes divided according to two functions (though the
forms of the words are identical):

A. Genitive: Indicating quality or possession. E.g., Pro 1.8, “matdelay W&Tpég oov,” “teach-
ing of father your ....”

B. Ablative: Indicating separation or movement away from something. E.g., Pro 1.12, “éx
Y7s,” “out of [the] earth.”

We usually translate the Genitive with the helping preposition of, but we are finding
that the LXX often uses a Genitive where we would expect a Dative. For example, Pro 1.11:
“wolVwYNooY alpnatog,” “share in blood.” Perhaps in this instance the idea is, “join with us in a
fellowship of blood.” Also, Pro 1.13: “TAYgweY 0& 0ixous NUETEPOUS xVAWY,” “and we may
fill our houses with spoils.”

here is also a fifth case that appears often in the NT, called the Vocative case. If a word is in
the vocative case, it indicates the person(s) or thing(s) being addressed. Examples of words in
the vocative case are:

Texvia (children, 1Jo 2.1) TaTEpeS (fathers, 1Jo 2.13)
moudia (young children, 1Jo 2.18) &deldol (brothers, 1Jo 3.13)
xépls (Lord, Rev 7.14; 11.17; etc.) oﬁpavé (Heaven, Rev 18.20)

In each of these instances, the noun in the vocative case indicates the person(s) or thing(s) being
addressed by the speaker.
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For now, we need not worry about the Vocative case, because it is pretty easy to spot by

context. Nor will we concern ourselves with all the Varied Uses Of The Genitive until page 79;
for now we need only note the use of the Genitive with verbs of hearing, as described on page
20. For an intro to the different kinds of Datives, see below. For now, it’s important to learn the
general meaning of the four cases given on the preceding page, and begin to recognize their dis-
tinctive endings. The case endings for a masculine noun like Xéyog are given on page B-10.

Here’s a simple example of how the Greek cases would work in an English sentence:

Listen, son, God blessed that work for a purpose!

Vocative Nominative Accusative Dative

DIFFERENT DATIVES

The Dative case, however, can express different ideas than simply the indirect object. In Greek we
find these different meanings for words in the Dative case form:

Instrumental Dative: Denotes agency or means. We see this use of the Dative in Eph 5.26,
in the phrase, xafapicas ... év prpatt, “having cleansed ... [by what means?] by the word.”
(We see that in many instances the preposition év means by rather than in).

Locative Dative: Denotes location, sphere or destination. We often see this use of the
Dative in conjunction with the preposition ¢v in its more fundamental meaning of in, as
in Eph 1.3, év 7ol émovpaviols, “in the heavenly places.” However, the Locative does not
need a preposition; in Rom 6.2, dneBavopev T apaptia, means, “we died with respect
to (or in the sphere of) sin....”

Dative of Possession: In rare instances the dative form can be used to indicate possession
as in Luk 1.7: odx %v adtois Téxvov, literally, “not was to them a child,” but meaning, “they
had no child.”

Dative of Time: We see this use in Mat 20.19, tfj tpity nuépa eyepbyoetal, “on the third
day he will be raised ....”

Dative of Cause: As in Rom 11.20, t§j dmiotia ¢exddabnoay, “because of unbelief they
were broken off ....”

Dative of Manner: This is an adverbial use of the dative, describing the circumstances or
character of an action, as in Joh 7.26, mapprnoia AaAel, “he is speaking boldly....”

Dative of Association (or Accompaniment, sometimes Comitative): This use usually re-
quires adding the word with in translation, as in 2Th 3.14, un cuvavapiyvuebal adTéd, “do
not associate [with] him....”

Dative of Advantage/Disadvantage: This use of the Dative adds subtle meaning to the
fundamental expression of the indirect object, in that it expresses advantage or disadvan-
tage to the indirect object in view, as in Rev 21.2, dg viudny xexoounuévny 16 avopl adT,
“as a bride adorned for [the delight of] her husband ....”
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GENITIVE OF HEARING

ormally, the direct object of a verb is written in the Accusative case. The verb axouw (“I

hear”), however, often takes a Genitive direct object. This is not a hard and fast rule (once
again, there are exceptions to the exception): in Rev 1.10, for example, John heard a voice (cpow')v,
Accusative). Nevertheless, the direct object of axovw is Genitive in Rev 3.20; 6.3,5; 8.13; 11.12;
14.13; 16.1,5,7; 21.3.

Sometimes @xoUw means “obey.” This usage also takes a Genitive object, as in Mat 17.5,
but often takes an Accusative object as in all the commands to “hear what (Tl) the Spirit is say-
ing,” (Rev 2.7,11,17, etc.). The compound, umaxolw, which always has the force of “obey,” al-
ways takes a Dative object!

OTHER NON-ACCUSATIVE OBJECTS

Like all languages, Koine Greek breaks (or seems to break) its own grammatical rules. For ex-
ample, there are many exceptions to the rule that the direct object in Greek is put in the Accu-
sative case. We have already noted that the axovw (“I hear”), often takes a Genitive Direct
Object. Other also normally take a Genitive Direct Object, particularly verbs of sensation
(hearing, touching, tasting, smelling), emotion, ruling and accusing. Here are some examples:

Greek English
Luk 22.25: Ot Pacidels Tév €bvév avtiy  The kings of the Gentiles them
1Jo 5.18: 6 movypog oy avToU the evil [one] does not him
Rev 4.8: 6dbaiuisv they of eyes

There are also Dative Direct Objects, particularly with verbs that emphasize a close personal
relationship. These include verbs of serving, trusting, following, commanding and obeying. Here
are some examples:

Greek English
Mat 4.11: &yyehot ... 0T angels ... him
Joh 4.51: oi dolot adTod adT his servants him
Act 26.27: ... Tolg mpodnTaLs; the prophets?
Rom 10.16: 00 mavTeg T¢) edaryyeAin not all the gospel
Rev 1.9: 7] v1ow ] MaTpw the island Patmos
Rev 7.11: 76 Oeds they God
Rev 11.17: goL, XUpLE you, Lord
Rev 14.4: ol 6 Gpviw the ones the lamb
Rev 19.5: 76 Oedd God

1 Whether a word represents a direct object or an indirect object is sometimes a matter of interpretation.
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NOTES ON SYNTAX

Syntax (v, with + TAoow, arrange) is the study of a language’s rules for how words must fit
together in phrases, clauses and sentences. Interestingly, word order in Koine Greek is much less
important than it is in English for conveying meaning, but certain rules for word order still preside.

For example, in Koine Greek, there are certain words that cannot appear first in a clause or
sentence. Such words are called s, and they include yap, Y€, 0€, olv and T€. These words gener-
ally appear second in a clause (though they can occur later in the word order), but they are usually
translated first. Thus, 1 John 1.7 reads: édv 0¢ &V T&) dwTl TEPITATHEV.... Literally, the word
order is: If but in the light we walk.... We translate the Postpositive 0¢ first, though, and translate,
But if we walk in the light....

More important than the rules for word order are the rules for what forms of words may go
together. These are the rules of Agreement (also called Concord). Verbs must agree in person and
number with their subject. Adjectives must agree with their antecedent noun or pronoun in num-

ber, gender and case. The one exception to the rule of “Number Agreement” between subjects
and their verbs is that Neuter Plural subjects take Singular (rather than Plural) verbs. This occurs
because Neuter Plural subjects tend to be treated as singular collective nouns. Thus,

TQ PRUATA ... ETTLV (John 6.63)
Ta oXEVY) ... aUVTpIPeTal (Revelation 2.27)

TG TTPATEVUATA ... HX0A0UDEL (Revelation 19.14)

There are exceptions to this exception, particularly when the subjects are personal entities. Thus,

e Téooapa (Pa ... EXeyov (Revelation 5.14)

An interesting topic of syntax is that of phraseology: what phrases have become common
or standardized just because people like to use them? Certain words are commonly put together
just because it’s the way speakers have hit upon for expressing a certain idea. Sometimes a phrase
becomes idiomatic and therefore should not be read with a wooden literalness. For example, the
word arrangements of some prepositional phrases are not to be read as though literally referring to
spatial or physical reality. Thus, the phrase €x ToU ﬂanbg, should not be read out of the Father as
if something is spatially being extracted from the father. Rather the phrase usually means belonging
to the Father, or originating from the Father (in a spiritual or moral sense).

It is syntax, i.e., the way an individual author likes to phrase things, that distinguishes one
NT author from another stylistically. John likes to use different phrases than Paul or Peter. It’s also
syntax that distinguishes NT Greek (Koine) from classical Greek. This stands to reason since in the
constant evolution of language, we now use different phrases to express things than did our grand-
parents. This phenomenon underscores the fact that truly learning a language involves learning not
just words but phrases. If you want to sound like a native speaker, you will learn their phrasing and
eventually even their figures of speech.
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GREEK PREPOSITIONS

A avd

=
O
N

% 1()11-0’ o®
., UTOKATW o

Prepositions are words that occur frequently in
verbal communication. Consequently, you will
see the words in this diagram over and over again V /
in the Greek Scriptures. Learning these preposi- KaTa
tions will move you a big step forward in building
your Koine Greek vocabulary!

This diagram shows the fundamental
idea attaching to each of the prepositions. For
translation, we must note that the meaning of
some prepositions varies according to the case
of the noun or pronoun to which the preposition
attaches (see listing at the right).
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Prepositions that use two different cases:

ot
Acc. = because of
Gen. =through

UETA

Acc. = after

Gen. = with

UTEp

Acc. = above

Gen. = with regard to
UTo

Acc. =under

Gen. = by, because of

xaTa

Acc. =according to

Gen. = against

mepl

Acc. = approximately
=around

Gen./Acc. = for/concerning

Prepositions that use three different cases:

émi

Acc. = motion to upon

Gen. =rest upon (at)
=in the time of

Dat. =rest upon (on, at)

Tapa

Acc. = motion to beside

Gen. = motion from beside

Dat. =rest beside

Tpog

Acc. = motion towards, toward the pur-
pose of

Gen. =from, toward, in front of
Dat. =near, at

4.16.

What do you do if language just isn’t sufficient to ex-
press the wonders of the revelation you’'ve received?
If you were the inspired apostle Paul, you’d invent new
words! The following words have never been found in
surviving Greek literature prior to Paul’s writings:

o qulnTTAS, 6, joint inquirer: disputant, 1Co 1.20.
® guvapuoAoyEw, fit or frame together, Eph 2.21;

* gUTTWOS, 0V, united in one body, Eph.3.6.

* guuuyos, ov, of one mind, at unity, Phil.2.2; unit-
ed in soul.

® GUUULUNTYG, 0T, 0, joint imitator, Phil.3.17.

Notice that all the words Paul coined made use of the

o0V (= “with”) prepositional prefix. Judging from the

many existing oUv- words Paul used, he truly gloried in

PAUL THE WORDSMITH

the unities accomplished by Christ.
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TWO NUMBERS IN GREEK: SINGULAR OR PLURAL

n English, we form plurals most often by adding a final S to a noun: One book; many books.

Other kinds of plural endings in English are often holdovers from a parent language. For
example, the word opera is the plural for opus, but this is a holdover from the word's Latin
origin (we've gotten used to using opera as a singular noun, though is once referred to a set
of multiple works).

Though Grk substantives and their modifiers can encode only two numbers, singular
or plural, Grk words feature a variety of different singular and plural endings. This is because
the forms of word endings are multiplied by the case system, and by the different mascu-
line, feminine and neuter noun declensions. Below are the singular and plural forms of the
first-declension feminine noun O’prv') which means, beginning, together with the appropriate
definite articles. Notice how in this paradigm, all the noun endings rhyme with the endings of
their definite articles.

THE FEMININE NOUN
FIRST DECLENSION IN -1)

Nominative a pXT]

,Lg Accusative d pXT,I V

) ’ ’

5 Genitive apxns
Dative d pXTj
Nominative d pxat

= Accusative a pxag

5‘5_4 Genitive d pXQ’)V

Dative apxats

On the next page are the Personal Pronouns, the words for I, me, you, he, she, him, her,
it, we, my, your, their, etc. You will see these words over and over again in the Scrip-
tures and so will do well to learn to recognize their gender, number and case.
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3rd Pers. Fem. 3rd Pers. Mas. 2nd Person First Person

3rd Pers. Neut.

THE PERSONAL PRONOUNS

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Singular
EYW

€lLE, LE

€LOV, |LOV
€L, [LoL

ov
o€
oov
ool

avTos
avTov
avTov
avTw

avT
avTnY
avTns
avTy

avTo
avTo
avTov
avTE

Plural

npeLs
npas
NPy
npw

ULELS
vpas
VLWV
VLY

avToL
avTovus
avTOV
avToLs

avTat
avTas
avVTOV
avTaLS

avTa
avTa
avTo
avToLs
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THE EMPHATIC PRONOUN

nlike in English, in Greek the verb encodes person and number (see Verbs on page B-

39ff.). The English verb love, standing alone, does not tell us who or how many are loving,
whereas the Greek c’tyaﬂ&ysv is first person and plural in number, so it encodes the idea
“we love.” There is no need, therefore, to use the pronoun f)usfg (we) in Greek to say, “we
love”; the verb ayam@uev alone suffices. This tells us that when a biblical author does use
a pronoun in conjunction with a verb, he does so to add emphasis. Thus, while c’cya’n’&)usv
means “we love,” NUELS AYam@UEY means “we ourselves love.” Including the emphatic pro-
noun in translation does not necessarily make for the most elegant English, thus our English
versions of 1 John 4.19 give us:

We love, because He first love us.
Instead of:
We ourselves love, because He Himself first loved us.

Nevertheless, the emphasis is encoded in the “superfluous” pronoun for the reader of the
Greek text to see and appreciate!
Here are examples to the emphatic pronoun in 1 John:

aUTog émnyyeldato  He Himself promised (1 John 2.25)
NUELS ayamiduey we ourselves love (1John 4.19)
Nuels nyamyxapey  we ourselves have loved (1John 4.10)
alTog Nyamyaey He Himself loved (1John 4.10,19)
nuels oidapey we ourselves know (1John 3.14)
Nuels ddellopey we ourselves are obligated (1 John 3.16; 4.11)
NWUELS éopey we ourselves are (1John 4.6,17)
nuels Tebeapeba we ourselves have seen (1John 4.14)
NUELS Eyvawxapey we ourselves have known (1 John 4.16)
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Singular

Plural

THE RELATIVE PRONOUN

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Mas. Fem
0S M
ov nv
oV ns
® 1
ol al
ovs as
WV OV
oLs aiLs

Neu
who, that 6 which, that
whom, that 6 which, that
whose, of whom Ol() of which
to whom : to which
who, that d which, that
whom, that d which, that
whose, of whom @V of which
to whom oig to which

INTERROGATIVE & INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

Singular

Plural

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Mas./Fem.

TLS
TLVa
TLVOS
TLVL

TLVES
TLvas
TLVWV
TLOL(V)

Neuter NOTE:
The interrogative, ‘who?’
TL ‘what?’ differs from the in-

definite pronoun ‘someone,’

‘anyone,” ‘something,’ etc.
TL .

only by being accented.

TLVOS
TLVL

TLYVa
TLva
TLWQV

TLOL(V)
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Singular

Plural

Singular

Plural

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

THIS

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative

THAT

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative
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Masculine

oUTOS
TOUTOV
TOUTOV
TOUTW

ovTOL
TOUTOUS
TOUTQV
TOUTOLS

€KELVOS
€KELVOV
€KELVOV
EKELVQ

€KELVOL
€KELVOUS
EKELVWV
€KELVOLS

Feminine
avTn
TAVTNY

TaVTNS
TAVTY

avTal
TAVTAS
TOUTWV
TOVUTALS

EKELVT
EKELVV
EKELYNS
EKELVT

€KELVAL
€KELVAS
EKELVWV
€EKELVALS

Neuter

TOUTO
TOUTO
TOUTOV
TOUTW

TavTa
TAavVTA
TOVTWV
TOUTOLS

€KELVO
€KELVO
€KELVOV
EKELVW

€KELva
€KELva
EKELVWV
€KELVOLS
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THE RECIPROCAL PRONOUN

The Reciprocal Pronoun expresses the idea of a group of people acting upon themselves, i.e.,
upon one another (see Eph 5.21). The Reciprocal Pronoun is always masculine plural in form
and like the Reflexive Pronoun has no nominative form.

aMAoug  one another
aMAwy  of one another

aMnrotg  to/for one another

THE INDEFINITE RELATIVE PRONOUN

he Indefinite Relative Pronoun (whoever, whatever) rarely occurs in anything but the Nomi-
Tnat‘ive Case in the Bible and Apocrypha, and then only in the Neuter Singular Genitive. In the
NT, the distinction in meaning between 66TLs and 0s has almost disappeared so we can often
translate 00TLS like the latter, the ordinary Relative Pronoun, “who, which,” as in Revelation
1.12, “the voice which was speaking with me.”

A full paradigm for 60TLS can be found in Mounce, p. 249. Mounce gives an alternate
form for the Neuter Genitive Singular: oUTLvos. The biblical form, 6Tov, only occurs in Scripture
in combination with €éws. The two words together, éws 6Tov, have a temporal meaning, some-
thing like “until whenever” or simply “until,” or as in Matthew 5.25, “while” or “as soon as.” With
a negation, €ws 0Tov 1), the phrase means something like “until whenever not,” which is a way
of saying, “before” (Ecclesiastes 12.1,6).

Only the Masculine Plural and Feminine Singular of 60TLs occur in the Revelation.

Mas. Fem. Neu.
@ 00TLS  1TLS 0 TL
2 0TOU
2 olLTVES alTwes aTwa
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Singular

Plural

THE FEMININE NOUN
FIRST DECLENSION IN -Q

Nominative TS|
Accusative ﬁ |.lé pav
Genitive ﬁ

M

Dative

Nominative ﬁ llé patL
Accusative NLépas
Genitive f] LEPWV
Dative f] LépaLs

S6Ea
S6Eav
66Ens
86&n

S86EaL
SO€as
SOEWY

S8dEals

THE PROPER NOUN JESUS

Nominative 0 'Inoovs

Accusative TOV , ITIO-OUV

Singular

Genitive TOUV ,ITIO'OU
Dative Tw Inoov
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THE NEUTER NOUN
SECOND DECLENSION

Nominative TO ép’YOV
;50 Accusative TO € p'YOV
5 Genitive TOU €pyou
Dative T({_) ép’Y({)
Nominative TA épya
_ Accusative TA é p'ya
Es Genitive TWYV ép'Y(x_)V
Dative TOLC €PYOLS
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ADJECTIVES

reek adjectives, like the article, agree with the nouns which they modify in number, gender
G and case. Here is the paradigm for the important adjective that means all or every. The femi-
nine forms follow the First Declension pattern of 502& 5027);.The masculine and neuter forms
follow the Third Declension paradigms for aaTyp
QOTEPOS and CWUA TWUATOS respectively. See Mas. Fem. Neu.

how the endings of the adjective change accord- N Tag nooca nav
ing to number, gender and case. A Tmavia naocov nov
G TOVTOog naong TLAVTOG
How Adjectives Are Used In Sentences D mavt Taon Tavtt
Somet‘imes, an adjective stands alone in instanc- N TAvTeC néoat névta
es where a noun is only implied. For example, A TAVTOC nacag navra
in 1 John 2.7, etc., John used AyamyTol, Beloved G mAaviwv nac®Wv TAVTWV
(vocative case), to mean Beloved ones. D mnaoyv) naoatg naoy(v)

In a more controversial example, Paul used
the adjectival phrase T0 TEA€LOY, the perfect, but did not specify the perfect what (1 Corinthians
13.10)! In a closely related passage, Ephesians 4.13, Paul spoke of an c’iv5pa TEAELOV, a masculine
phrase meaning perfect man, implying that his neuter phrase, T Té\etov, was his way of speaking
of the idea of maturity itself. In other words, TO TEA€ELOV in 1 Corinthians 13.10 does not imply
a following noun, but serves as the noun itself: maturity. The immediate context supports this
idea. In 1 Corinthians 13.11, Paul continued, “When | was a child, etc.; when | became a man, |
did away with childish things.”

Grk adjectives can be arranged in three different attibutive positions with the nouns that
they modify. The first attibutive position places the adjective just before the noun in the se-
quence: article - adjective - noun. We find an example in Matthew 4.5: THV aylav TOAL, “the
holy city.”

The second attributive position places the adjective in the sequence: article - noun - ar-
ticle - adjective. An example occurs in John 1.9: TO d&g TO aAnBivoy, “the light the true.”

The third attributive position places the adjective at the end of the sequence: anarthrous
noun - article - adjective. This rarest of the adjective positions expresses the specification of an
indefinite or general substantive. A good example occurs in the story of the prodigal son. The
father says, E5eVEyxaTe GTOMY THY TPWTNY, “bring out a robe the best” The NAU translates,
“bring out the best robe,” but the Grk means, more precisely, “bring out a robe [the general idea]
— the best one [the specification].”
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ATTRIBUTIVE, SUBSTANTIVAL & PREDICATE
ADJECTIVES

When a definite article immediately precedes an adjective, the adjective is either an attributive
or substantival adjective. An attributive adjective attributes a quality to a noun, and can occur in
three different positions relative to the noun it modifies:

First attributive position: 6 TLoTOG AOY0S = the faithful word
Second attributive position: 0 A0Y0g 6 TLOTOS = the word the faithful
Third attributive position: AOY0s 6 TLaTOS = [the] word the faithful

The third attributive position is rare for adjectives in the GNT; it occurs more often with a modify-
ing phrase.

If the articular adjective stands alone, i.e., if there is no noun for it to modify, it probably
functions as a substantive, and we must mentally supply the missing idea, according to context:

6 TloTOC = the faithful [word], the faithful [one], the faithful [man], etc.

When the adjective is anarthrous (has no article), but the noun is articular, then the ad-
jective functions as a predicate and we must supply a form of the verb “to be” (“is, was,” etc.) to
help it do its predicating work:

6 A0Yog TLaTOG = the word was faithful

TIoTOS 6 Xo'yog = faithful is the word (2Ti 2.11)

When neither the adjective nor the noun have an article, context should make clear how
the adjective functions. For example, in Rev 18.2, we have:

xal Expakev év ioyupl dwvfj = and he cried out in a strong voice

Clearly, the adjective, [cyupd (strong) is attributive, describing the kind of dwvij (voice) with
which the angel cried out. The verb, é’%pa%’sv (cried out), and the following direct discourse,
make it unlikely that the adjective was intended as a predicate, for that would require a transla-
tion like, “and he cried out in a voice that was strong....” Such a translation would not only be
awkward, but it would draw emphasis away from the following words of the angel.
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FIRST & SECOND DECLENSION ADJECTIVE

In these paradigms, the Femine adjectives follow the First Declension, while the Masculine and

Neuter adjectives follow the Second Declension.

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Nominative ayafos ayadn ayadov
2 Accusative ayafov ayadny ayafov
) b4 b b4
£ Genitive ayabov ayafns ayabov
Dative ayabw ayafn ayadw
Nominative ayadot ayadat ayada
S Accusative dyabovs  dyabas dyaba
=
A Genitive ayadwv ayadwy ayadwy
Dative ayadoLs dayafairs  dyabolLs
Mas. Fem. Neu. Mas. Fem. Neu.
N &avepog davepa dbavepov N GAAog GAANR AaAAo
A avepov  davepav  davepov A GAlov GAANV AaAAo
G ¢avepol davepag Pavepod G GAAou GAANG AaAAou
D ¢avepw dbavepq dbavepw D GAw GAAn AW
N davepoi davepai davepa N G&AAol aAAai GAAa
A o¢avepols davepdas davepa A  @Aloug GaAAag GAAa
G ¢avepdv davepidv  Pavepdv G GAMwv GAAWV GAAwvV
D d¢avepoic davepaic davepoig D G&AAoig GAAoug GaAMoig
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MORE NOTES ON SYNTAX

Emphatic Duplication

n Rev 14.8 and 18.2 we have an example of emphasis by way of duplication: "Emecoey, émeoey
IBOLBU)\&JV 1) LeYaAn! This kind of emphatic duplication is probably best known to students of
the NT from the frequent affirmation of Jesus, Aunv apyv Aéyw OV (John 1.51, etc.). Other
instances of emphatic duplication occur in:

John 10.41: MapOa Meapbe ...
John 19.6: Ztalpwoov aTalpwaoV!

Another way of emphasis by word duplication is the device in which each clause takes up and
repeats a word of the preceding clause. Paul uses this device in Romans 5.3-5; 8.29-30; 10.14-15.

Asseveration

0 asseverate means to affirm positively or earnestly. NT writers and speakers do this in vari-
Tous ways: (1) With the use of 00 w") + aorist subjunctive: this expresses that something will
certainly not occur (Rev 2.11), or unbelief that something won’t occur (in Rev 15.4’s unique use
of 00 W in a question); (2) With el UMV (Heb 6.14) and its defective form i (Mar 8.12; Heb 4.3);
(3) By the Hebraic repetition of the verb, as in Mat 13.14, fAémovTes BAéeTe, “seeing you
shall see!” and the variant of this idiom which substitutes a dative (instrumental) noun for the
first verb, as in o’cxoﬁ axoVCTETE, “by [the faculty of] hearing you shall hear!”; (4) With the use of
Apny auny by Jesus in John’s gospel.
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NESTING AND STACKING MODIFIERS

N the Greek Scriptures we find two distinctive ways of characterizing or identifying a thing or
an action. One way is to use nesting modifiers between a substantive and its definite article.
This style of description looks like this:

Tii¢ ToU dteBéAou maryidog, “the (of the devil) snare,” (2Ti 2.26)

6 THic dixatoavng oTédavos, “the (of righteousness) crown,” (2Ti 4.8)

In the first instance, the nested genitive phrase of the devil modifies the articular substantive sur-
rounding it, the snare. In the second instance, the nested genitive phrase of righteousness modi-
fies the articular substantive the crown. In all his epistles, Paul used this nesting of modifiers only
twelve times. However, the authors of the apocryphal 2Maccabees, 3Maccabees, 4Maccabees,
Wisdom and Baruch used this style extensively, as did Josephus and Philo.

Instead of the relatively rare nesting style of description, the canonical authors constantly
used a stacking style. To describe or identify a thing or an action, they stacked up prepositional
phrases with increasing specificity, sometimes adding a demonstrative pronoun to the top of the
stack for good measure. Sometimes the stack is very simple, as in Eph 2.13.

76 alpatt Tol Xptotol, “the blood of the Christ”

Had Paul nested this substantive and its descriptor it would have looked like this:

76 ToU Xptotol aluartt, “the (of the Christ) blood”

Instead, the descriptor is stacked on top of its substantive:

76 alpatt Tol Xpiatol, “the blood + of the Christ”

Other instances of stacked modifiers are more complex, as when Paul clearly identifies a
certain spirit in Eph 2.2:

Tol vedpatos Tol viv vepyolivtog év Tois viols THs ametbeiag
“the spirit + the now working + in the sons + of the disobedience”

The most important thing to understand about this style of stacked modifier phrases is
that the final modifier is the most specific, and therefore the key to the meaning of the initial
thing or action in view. This is a key to interpreting Ephesians 5.26.

Find Paul’s nested modifiers in: Rom 10.3; 13.2; 2Co 1.19; 7.10; 8.19; 11.7; 1Ti 3.16; 2Ti
2.4,26; 3.17; 4.8; Tit 1.9. Find Paul’s stacked modifiers in: Eph 1.6,7,9,10,11,12,13,14,18,19;
2.2,15;3.2,7,9,16; 4.7,13,14,19,22; 5.5,11,20,26; 6.12,18.
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ADVERBS

When Greek adverbs are formed from adjectives, they change the v of the masculine genitive
plural adjective to a ¢. I've listed the lexical form (masculine nominative singular) of the sample

adjectives below on the left; convert them to their genitive plural, then replace the v with ¢ to
get the adverbs on the right.

andng (true) —> dAnféds (truly)
e000¢ (straight) —> €00¢w¢ (immediately)
xaAo¢ (good) —> xaAdig (well)

ouolos (like)  —> opolws (similarly)
oUTOC (this)  —> oUTw¢ (thus)

mAoVato¢ (rich) —> mAouaiwg (richly)

Only some adverbs are formed this way, but when you see the w¢ ending, think adverb!
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INTRODUCING GREEK VERBS

s do English verbs, Greek verbs describe an action or state of being. Also like Eng verbs,
Grk verbs express person, number, voice and mood.

PERSON
A first-person verb expresses that the speaker himself/herself is doing the action:

A second-person verb expresses that the person(s) or thing(s) spoken to does/do the action:

A third-person verb expresses that the person(s) or thing(s) spoken about does/do the action.
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NUMBER
Like Eng, Grk has two verbal numbers: singular and plural. A singular verb expresses that one
person or thing does the action:

ONLY I
LOVE HER!

o

A plural verb expresses that two or more persons or things do the action:

i

Eng has two voices expressed directly by verbs, active and passive. Grk has three verbal voices:
active, passive, and middle.

An active verb expresses that the subject does the action:
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A passive verb expresses that the subject is being acted upon:

A

A middle verb emphasizes that the subject is involved in and affected by the action:

HE'S ALL

WRAPPED UP
IN LOVING -
HER!
MOOD

The verbal mood expressed by Grk verbs is a little more involved. Rob Firman has assembled
these helpful notes from Dana and Mantey:

Mood expresses the verb’s relation to reality, i.e., the way in which a matter is conceived, or the
attitude in the mind of the speaker.
Moods divide into two views:

1) The actual

Indicative Mood: Declarative, an assertion; this is the mood of certainty, actuality.

2) The possible or potential
Subjunctive Mood: Conceivable, expresses what may happen.
Optative Mood: Expresses a wish; something like a weak subjunctive.

Imperative Mood: Expresses volition, usually as a command or appeal of will to will.
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The chart below is another way of arranging the Grk Moods in their relation to expressing reality:

Real/ actual | Potential/ contingent

Indicative Subjunctive Optative Imperative
-objectively -subjectively | -volitionally
Possible possible possible

We will explain Grk tenses in the following pages, but we will find that the three primary moods,
Indicative, Subjunctive and Imperative appear with only certain tenses respectively. Here are the
moods and tenses that are found together:

Indicative:

Present
Imperfect
Aorist
Perfect

Future
Subjunctive:

Present

Aorist
Imperative:

Present
Aorist

Perfect (rarely, see p. B-58)

Because of these differing affinities between tense and mood, recognizing a verb’s tense will
help you narrow down it’s mood, and conversely, recognizing a verb’s mood can help you narrow
down it’s tense.
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GREEK VERB TENSES

G rk verbs can occur in any of six tenses:

Pluperfect Aorist Imperfect Present Perfect Future

Unlike Eng verbs, Grk verbs do not express the time of their action (except for the Grk future
tense), in spite of the convention of referring to the various Grk verb forms as tenses. Two things
that are encoded in Grk tenses are Verbal Aspect and Spatial Quality.

There are two Verbal Aspects: Imperfective (Internal) and Perfective (External). The first
indicates that the action is viewed as unfolding, as though the viewer is within or involved in
the action. The second indicates that the action is viewed as a whole, as though the viewer is an
outside spectator of the event. There are two Spatial Qualities: Proximate and Remote. The first
zooms in to view details of the action; the second zooms out to view action from a spatial (far
away) or temporal (past time) distance. Both Proximate and Remote Spatial Qualities are height-
ened in the Perfect and Pluperfect verb tenses respectively.

Another exciting component of Grk verbal expression, that interacts with tense, is Aktion-
sart. This is the “kind or quality of verbal action” expressed by a Greek verb, but it is not inherent
to the verb itself. Instead, it is determined by the combined influences of (1) the semantic values
that are inherent to the verb, plus (2) the character of the particular lexeme, i.e., the word form
listed in lexicons, plus (3) the context in which the verb is used. All of these together point to what

kind of action is being expressed. The following diagram is adapted from Constantine R. Camp-
bell’s Basics Of Verbal Aspect In Biblical Greek:

Aktionsart
1. Semantics 2. Lexical Character 2. Context Conative?*
" . Durative?

Aspect Transitive? Time reference? Future Aorist?
Imperfective (Internal)? Punctiliar? Duration? =| Gnomic?**
Perfective (External)? Intransitive? Logic? Historical Perfect?

Spatial Quality Stative? Historical Present?
Proximate? Ingressive?
Remote? Iterative?

Past Past?
Punctiliar?
Present Aorist?
Summary?
Stative?

Rev 20.4 provides a good exercise in determining Aktionsart. The final two Aorist verbs
are é(oav and ¢Pacilevoay, live and reign. Since both verbs are Aorists, they have the se-
mantic values of perfective and remote. This means that John observes these two events in their
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wholeness (perfective) and from a distance (remote), in this case with temporal remoteness,
since he describes these events as part of the vision he saw (8?501)) in the past (relative to the
time of writing it down). The first of the two verbs is from the lexeme Zc'cw or zc?) which means “to
live” and is an intransitive verb that is inherently stative (describing a state of being). So, we have
to ask, “Is John describing the souls of the martyrs in this verse as being in a living state?” The an-
swer is No, because imperfective rather than perfective aspect is used to express stativity. Instead,
“When perfective aspect combines with a stative lexeme, the entrance into the state is in view, thus
an ingressive Aktionsart is formed.”! Furthermore, the context does not describe the attributes of
these souls, but rather the things that were done to them because of what they did not do; in other
words the passage is describing events, not attributes. Therefore, combining the semantics of per-
fective and remote with the lexical character of intransitive-stative, and an event-oriented context,
we can conclude that the aktionsart of éZY)O'av is indeed ingressive, i.e., the verb describes the be-
ginning of an action or entrance into a state: “they came to life” (NASB). This conclusion is confirmed
by the use of £(noav in the next verse (Rev 20.5). The second verb, from the lexeme BactAetw,
is ambitransitive, but in this instance has no object, and so is intransitive. We can again rule out
a stative meaning, however, because of the verb’s perfective aspect. Though the context gives
us a temporal duration (a thousand years), we must also rule out durative aktionsart because of
the verb’s perfective aspect. An ingressive aktionsart of éﬁaO'D\EUO'av is possible, meaning “they
entered into a thousand-year reign.” Most likely, though, the aktionsart in this case is that most
commonly expressed by the Aorist, namely a summary of the action: simply, “they reigned.”

Beginning to learn about all the information encoded in the Grk verb tenses can be over-
whelming because of all the new grammatical terms one must learn. | highly recommend that the
student of biblical Grk keep a copy of Matthew S. DeMoss’ Pocket Dictionary for the Study of New
Testament Greek handy.

STATIVE LEXEMES Greek verbs are inherently transitive, intransitive or ambitransitive. For a
verb to be transitive, it must not only have an object, it must affect or impact the object. The verb “to
know” is intransitive, because though it can have an object (like “algebra”), it does not affect its ob-
ject. Some instransitive Greek verbs inherently describe a state of being. When we find these verbs
with imperfective aspect, we can assume that their aktionsart is stative. Stative lexemes include:

o giul to be (see p. B-53)

*  xabnuat to be seated

o (ldw to live

e Béw to wish, desire

¢ Bolhopat to will

e olda to know (see p. B-69)
*  YIVOOXW to know

When combined with perfective aspect, these verbs express an ingressive aktionsart.

*  Also called Voluntative Present or Tendential Present. As an example see John 10.32, “...for which of them are
you stoning me?”

**  Also called Omnitemporal. As an example, see John 3.8, “The wind blows where it will....”

1 Campbell, p. 87. Emphasis added.
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MORE ABOUT THE KINDS OF AKTIONSART

Conative: Restricted to the Imperfect tense, this aktionsart is action attempted but not completed. A good
example appears in Acts 7.2 where Moses “tried to reconcile (cuvnMacaev)” the Hebrew men who were
fighting.

Durative: Also called “progressive,” this aktionsart has to do with an ongoing transitive action or process,
as in the mention of “as many as [continually] work (épyo’c{owat) the sea,” Revelation 18.17.

Future Aorist: The Aorist is sometimes used to emphasize the remoteness of future events in a way that
the Future Tense does not. In conditional sentences an Aorist emphasizes contingency: “If you have faith ...
say to this ... tree ... and it will obey (Umnxouaev) ...” (Luke 17.6). Understanding the Future Aorist clears up
the meaning of Mark 11.24: “...believe that you will receive (é)\dBETE; not, “believe that you received”) and it
shall be done for you.”

Gnomic: Also called “omnitemporal,” this is the aktionsart of aphoristic expressions of timeless truth. Rev-
elation 19.10 provides us with a great example: “the testimony of Jesus is (éaTw) the spirit of prophecy.”

Historical Perfect: Also called “aoristic perfectUse” or “dramatic perfect.” “There are two basic types of his-
torical perfects: those that introduce discourse and those that employ lexemes of propulsion. In this way, the
historical perfect parallels the historical present almost exactly; the same functions are observed with the
same group of lexemes.”* We generally translate these verbs as simple pasts (“he came,” “he sent,” “he ex-
claimed”), but they add vividness to the description of a past action, e.g., “the angel took...” (Revelation 8.5).

Historical Present: This is the use of a present tense verb to describe past action. Like the historical perfect,
this aktionsart appears with verbs of propulsion (i.e., verbs of coming, going, raising up, etc.), and verbs
that introduce discourse (i.e., verbs of speaking, thinking, writing, etc.). It brings a vividness to the narrative
of a past event: “... the Pharisees bring (&youcv) a woman who had been caught in adultery...” (John 8.3).

”n

Ingressive: Also called “inceptive,” “incipient,” or “inchoative.” This aktionsart expresses the beginning of
an action. We have already seen that the stative verb Zc'cw in Revelation 20.4 combines with the perfective
aspect of the aorist to express ingressive aktionsart. This means that the martyrs began to live, i.e., they
resurrected! In a different instance, Robertson interprets the command not to seal (M) adpaylioys) in Rev-
elation 22.10 as ingressive. This may imply that John began to roll up his scroll, and the angel interjected,
“Don’t start to seal the words of the prophecy ...."?

Iterative: An iterative action is a repeated one. The kings of the earth bringing (dépouaty) their glory into New
Jerusalem (Revelation 21.24) may be an example of this.

Past Past: Generally restricted to the Pluperfect tense form (but also possible with an Aorist Participle), this is
the aktionsart translated into English with the help word “had”: “His hour had not yet come” (John 7.30).

Punctiliar: “A punctiliar action is performed upon an object and is instantaneous in nature. It is a once-
occurring, immediate type of action. While a punctiliar action can be repeated, it cannot be drawn out for
any length of time.”® There are inherently punctiliar verbs like TOmTW, “to strike,” and c'iWTog.Lal, “to touch.”

Present Aorist: This rare use of the Aorist allows the author to express perfective aspect with a present
temporal reference. In John 13.31, Jesus says, “Now is the Son of Man glorified ....” The verb “glorified” is
Aorist (éaogc'wen), but the adverb “now” (viv) gives it a present temporal reference.

Summary: The most common aktionsart of both the Aorist and Future tense forms conveys action in simple
summary (that is neither punctiliar nor stative). The Aorist and Future Summary aktionsart differ in that
the Future also conveys a future temporal reference: “God ... will dwell with them” (Revelation 21.3).

Stative: This aktionsart has to do with intransitive actions like sitting (xaevjy,evog in Revelation 21.5), in
contrast to durative aktionsart which has to do with a continuing transitive action or process (see above).

1 Campbell, p. 107. Emphasis added.
2 Robertson, Word Pictures In The New Testament.
3 Campbell, p. 107. Emphasis added.
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GREEK VERBS

NOTES ON ORTHOGRAPHY AND MORPHOLOGY

morpheme is a minimum part of a word that conveys meaning. In our word atheist, the initial a
is a morpheme because it conveys meaning, namely, negation. Look at this Greek perfect tense
verb, and note that each of the (different colored) parts conveys some kind of meaning:

TLE MAOUT I 0! PEV

More about Grk morphemes later; for now note that in our verb formation charts, | will, when pos-
sible, put the:

Stem in black,

Endings in green,

Reduplication in magenta,

Connecting Vowels* in purple,
in

In the appropriate verbs, I'll also put the:

Augment in blue,
asin: €A0 oo pev

G rk verbs are categorized according to the endings of their Present Indicative, First Person Sin-
gular forms. Thus, the verb families we encounter in the NT are those which add the following
endings to what we call the word stem:

-w
-EW
-0w
-ow
"
-pow

The two primary conjugations are the Omega (-w) and the Mi (-Jit) Conjugations. Verbs ending in
-EW, -0lw, and -0w, when inflected, follow the pattern of the -w verbs, even as -p1oit verbs follow
the pattern of the -Jit verbs.

* Connecting Vowels seem to be used for euphony as much as for meaning, but they do suggest mood. Verbs
use short vowels like o and € for the Indicative, and long vowels like w and n for the subjunctive (D&M §69).
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Note, however, that the -cw, -0, and -0w verbs usually appear in contracted form. Thus,
when inflectional endings are added to the stem Av (of the regular Omega verb Auw, “to loose”)
below left, the stem and endings remain unchanged. However, when the same endings are added
to the -cw verb stem ¢L7\8 (of 4317\8(.0, “to have affection for”) below right, contractions occur
between the stem and ending (see the contraction rules for -cw and -0t verbs below).

AU+ W —>  Avw
AU + €iC —> Vel
AU + €L —> vl
AU+ opEy —>  AUOUEY
A +eTeE —>  AUETE
AU+ 0UolY —>  AVOUTLY
-¢0 VERBS dhe + w —>
RULES OF CONTRACTION biAe + e —>
LAe + el —>
Ere—>¢ duhe + opey  —>
€E+0—>0V dhe +eTe —>
¢ + long vowel or diphthong biAe + ovoly —>
drops out.
ayomaw —>
-c.) VERBS ayamaels  —>
RULES OF CONTRACTION Gyamde.  —s
a+0, W, Of OV —> ® QyamaopEy —>
a+teorn—>a ayamaete  —>

a + combo with t or t subscript —> a

-0 VERBS
RULES OF CONTRACTION

0+w—>w
0+ 0, 0, 0U —>0U
0+el—> ol

ayamaovaly —>

TANPOW —>
TANpOES — —>
TAY)POEL —>
TANpoopEy —>
TANpOEETE —>

TANpoovaL(v) —>

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

diAw

diAcig
biAel

braovpey
biAciTe
brrovaty

ayame
ayamag
ayama
AYQATWUEY
ayamate
ayamwaty

TANP®
TANpolg
TANpol
TANpoluey
TANpolTe
TAnpolcy
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Regular Verb: Present Tense

Now, using the regular verb AU® (“to loose”), let’s observe how changing the Present Tense verb
endings change the verb’s meaning, first in the Indicative Mood:

Indicative

., 1stPerson Ao = loose
= ,
&0 2nd Person )\UELS =You loose
« 3rd Person )\I’JEL = He/she/it looses
/
1st, Person )\UOMEV = We loose
S ’
=) 2nd Person A\VeTE =You all loose
A
3rd Person )\I’JOUO'LV = They loose

Notice that within the same Mood, the variations in the verb endings signal no more than person
and number. Now let’s look at the same Omega verb in the Subjunctive Mood:

Subjunctive

= 1st Person )\U(a = | may loose

=

&0 2nd Person )\UTJS‘ = You may loose

n .
3rd Person )\UTJ = He/she/it may loose

/

1st, Person )\U(ﬂ)lJ.GV = We may loose

s ,

E 2nd Person )\UT]TG = You all may loose
3rd Person AVQOLY = They may loose

We saw that the verb ending variations signal person and number, but now we see that they also
signal the Mood, as the Subjunctive endings differ from the Indicative endings. As we continue
learning about Grk verbs, we will see that their endings (sometimes in conjunction with an aug-
ment, i.e. a prefix or infix), signal tense, person, number, voice, and mood.
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FORMING THE INDICATIVE ACTIVE (NON-FUTURE) TENSES

Present Ind. Act.

Loose
AU W
AU cig
AU €I

AU o pev
AU € 1€
AU ouoi(v)

Form the Imperfect by
putting an € augment be-
fore the stem (the part
of the verb that never
changes). The augment -
indicates remoteness of
action; the remoteness
is often temporal, view-
ing the action as past.
The augment is used in
the Imperfect, Aorist and
Pluperfect. In addition,
the Imperfect uses o and
€ connecting vowels and
endings similar to, or
shorter than, those of the
Present tense form.

Imperfect Ind. Act.

Was Loosing

EAvovV €Au
EAuecg € Au
EAU € € Au
€ AU 0 pev £ AU
ENU €1 €ANU
EAvovV €Au

Form the 1% Aorist by put-
ting an augment before
the stem as with the Im-
perfect since the Aorist
takes a remote view of its
action, often viewing the
action as past. Then add
the Aorist
after the stem.

The two characteristics of
the 1% Perfect Indicative Ac-
tive are the reduplication
of the first sound of the

Loosed

1t Aorist Ind. Act.

MEV
TE

stem, and then the

after the stem.

1% Perfect Ind. Act.

Have Loosed

A€ Au
A€ Au
A€ Au

Ae AU
Ae AU
Ae AU

H

Pluperfect Ind. Act.
Had Loosed

EAEANU K &1V

S EAENO K €l ¢
€ Ae AU « €l
MEV € Ae AU K €1 pev
TE €AE O €1 TE
OlorV € Ae AU « €1 oav
A A

The Pluperfect Indica-
tive Active has it all:
an augment, followed
by reduplication, a

and finally
€L connecting vowels —
before the endings.

An € augment can’t be placed before a verb
stem that begins with a vowel or diphthong,
like that of akoUw. So, when augmentation
is required, the initial vowels of such words
are lengthened, as in the Aorist ikouca.

Initial o or € becomes n
Initial o becomes w
Initial aw or €L becomes n
Initial oL becomes w
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AORIST INDICATIVE & SUBJUNCTIVE

Since the Aorist tense views actions from a medium remoteness, the Indicative Mood of this
tense is often used to outline the main events that create the settings of a narrative. Thus, in Luke
4.16 we read that Jesus “came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His cus-
tom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.” The Aorist verbs (marked
blue) report the essential actions that provide the setting for what is about to occur.

The Aorist Indicative Active Of The Verb A\Vw

1st Person
3
=
B0 2nd Person
§=
« 3rd Person
1st, Person
=
Y
2 2nd Person
o
3rd Person

€NV
€NV

LEV
TE
v

The Aorist Subjunctive describes actions from the same remoteness, but with a lesser degree of
reality than the Aorist Indicative (see top of p. B-42). The Aorist Subjunctive is used to describe
events that may happen, are supposed to happen, or will never happen. Thus we have Christ’s
words in Luke 24.49, “stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” The words,
“you are clothed,” do not make an indicative statement of current reality, but a subjunctive state-

ment of what the LORD has decreed to happen.

The Aorist Subjunctive Active Of The Verb AV

1st Person
3
=
) 2nd Person
=
« 3rd Person
1st Person
=
Y
2 2nd Person
o
3rd Person

Av
\v
Av

A\v
A\v
Av

®

NS

M
WILEV
nTE
WoLV
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FORMING THE FIRST AORIST

There are two types of Aorist verbs, the First (or Weak) and the Second (or Strong). They are formed differently from one another, and very
few verbs use both. (The verb totnut, Lesson 23B, uses both forms, First Aorist Active with transitive meaning and Second Aorist Active and
First Aorist Passive with intransitive meaning.)

Because the Aorist is a remote tense, it is formed like the Imperfect by placing an € augment before the stem (only in the Indicative
mood). The First Aorist Active, however, also adds a o« after the stem.* (Exceptions to the o« additon are €Auce (Active, 3rd person singu-
lar) and éAUow (Middle 2nd person singular). The First Aorist Passive adds '] after the stem instead of the

Thus:
Present Active Aorist Active Aorist Middle Aorist Passive Aorist Active Infinitive
| loose | loosed | loosed myself | was loosed To loose
AU W € Au €Au 3\Y EAOD OV AG o al
AU €ig EAV g €A0 EANO O g
AU €1 € Au € AU TO £ AU Aorist Passive Infinitive
To be loosed
AU o0 pev € A0 MEV €Av MEBQ € AU 01 pev
AG € Te VELRE & N0 oo 0B Y VELRE Au 61 ven
AU ouaoi(v) £ Au v €AU VTO € A0 01 cav

Remember that the Aorist is a remote tense. What this means is that we normally interpret an Aorist verb as expressing temporally
remote, i.e., past action, but the Aorist is often used to speak of a present or future (sometimes hypothetical) event though viewed remotely
as a completed event. Thus, the Aorist Infinitive, moAepijoal, “to make war” (in Rev. 13.4, “who is able to make war?”) speaks of a hypotheti-
cal future possibility. The Aorist is used, because the future possibility is viewed as a whole event, i.e., “to start a war, fight it, and lose it.” If
the Present Infinitive had been used in this verse, the question would have been, “who is able to keep on making war?” or “who is able to
continue a war?”

* Some grammars make o the characteristic tense addition for the Aorist and understand the a as a connecting vowel (see Dana and
Mantey, Section 69).

PAGE B-52


http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

1.
2.
3.
4

5.
6.

Person: 1st, 2nd or 3rd

PARSING VERBS

To parse a verb means to identify the verb’s form, and thereby its function in the sentence. A
common way to parse a biblical Grk verb is to give its:

Number: Singular or Plural
Tense: Present, Imperfect, Future, Aorist, Perfect or Pluperfect
Mood: Indicative, Imperative, Subjunctive or Optative (sometimes Infinitive is given in place

of mood)

Voice: Active, Passive or Middle
The lexical form (the form of the word you would look up in a dictionary or lexicon)

Thus, for the verb (J.ETOLBEBV’)%OL@LEV that appears in 1 John 3.14, we would parse it by saying that
it is the 1st person plural, perfect indicative active, of us’raﬁafvw (to pass over). Therefore, in this
instance the verb indicates that a plural subject (we) has at some point in the past, actively passed
over from the sphere of death to the sphere of life, with a continuing effect seen in the fact that we
love our brothers.

Singular

Plural

BibleWorks® parses in a different order: Mood, Tense, Voice, Person, Number. The order you
choose isn’t important, but if you get into the habit of parsing in the same order all the time it will
help you remember to include all 6 elements.
One of the great challenges in parsing verbs is the fact that not all verbs inflect according to
a regular pattern. Thus we have what are called the irregular verbs, the most important of which is
the verb GI’.p.i., “lam”:

THE IRREGULAR VERB €LJLL

€TOpLaL
€om
€oTal
€aodpeda
€oeade
€ooVTaL

Muiv 0 elvat
ns/Moba ns
v 1 éoeafal
Nuev/mpeda wpev
fiTe fTé €in
noav 0oLV
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Principal Parts: Regular & Irregular Verbs

If you would like to become adept at recognizing the tenses of verbs, it will serve you well to
memorize what are called the principle parts of a number of both regular and irregular verbs.
The principle parts are simply the first person singular forms of a verb in six key tenses; these
forms provide the morphology clues for recognizing the tense of these verbs when they occur
in their different person and number configurations. The first grouping below are examples of
regular verbs:

Present A. Future A. Aorist A. Perfect A. Perfect P. Aorist P.

AW Aow é\voa Aelvka Aélvpal ey
dLNéw  dLMow €dbidnoca  medinka mebiAnpar  ébLAiny
TILA®  TLPHoW éTipnoa  TeTipnka TETiUNpar  ETpnony
davepdn davepnow €Edpavépwoa Tedavépwka medavépwpal ébavepwbny

This next pair are verbs that are mostly regular, but bring an unexpected into some of their forms.

Knpvoow KnpvEw ékfipv€a  (kekfpuxa) -keknpvypar éknpixony
mTpdoow TpdEw émpaa Témpaxa mémpaypar (émpdxomy)

All the example verbs below have various irregularities in their inflections.

AYYENw® -dyyed®  -fiyyeLla  -fyyeAka -NyYYEALAL -y YéEANY

dyo d€w fiyayov  --- -ypat fixonv
atpw apw fpa fpka fppat fponv
akolw  dkolow fikovoa akmnkoa nkotcOnV
dvolyw dvolEw froL€a avegya avegypar  nvolxdny
Bal\w  Baiw €Baiov -BéBnka BéPANLaL €BANONY
yivopar vyeviioopar éyevouny yéyova YEYEVNLAL  €yevnOmy
YWOOK®W YVOOOPAL EYVwV €yvoka €Yyvowopar  €yvaodny
AapBdve AMjpbopar élapov eiAnda -€iAnupar  Exqpdony

Finally, some example verbs that are irregular because their various tense stems derive from dif-
ferent root verbs!

épxopar €élevoopar nMABov €énAvba
AEY® €PW elmov elpnka
opaw opopat eldov €wpaka odonY
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(A)1ono A3d

3113 A3
Azrl no A3
MO13U <-- MPI3U 13 A3l
oo o mhodA <— ododA 513 A3rl
mo <--m3
A\ 1 md3yg <-- musyg ™ A3rl
‘snyL
"0 9y} 24042q U 03 3 3ay3 uayidus) ™33 <-- X3
Ajjlensn sgJan m3- :930u aJow dUQ ‘m310n0 <-- mA10AD ‘sny |

(A)1ono o ny

0<-0+991
313 0Ny

<-0+¢'‘du
4 ¢d Azrl o o ny

3<—-04+ XA
:SABM 95311 Ul WaY] YUM S3UIqUI0D eWSIS ‘sjejuaq R §
pue ‘sjeiqeq ‘sjeanppno ojul dnoud syueuosuod auiu 3sayl X ‘p A ‘u 513 0 ny
‘N ‘g ‘Q ‘A ‘g :dulu 3593 JO SUO SI I JI WIS Y3 JO PUD 3y} 1B JUBUOS ™ o oy

-U02 3Y3 YUm sAem |ejdads ul auiquuiod [|im (ewsis) 0 partasul 9yl ‘MoN

(A)1ono Azrd
31 3 A3
A3l o A3

13 A3M
513 A3
™ A3

(A)1ono ny
3130y
Azrl o ny

I3 0V
513 ny
™ Ny

snyl

‘(o 10U ‘D Ajuo sppe asua) 1s1I0. JIay) pue) o e ppe jou op (spinbi| pajjed) A pue r ‘d ‘y ul Suipus SWI1S YIIM SQJSA JO 3Sua) aininy
91 JSASMOH "SWI0} 9SUI] JUDSDId Y3 JO SSUIpUD Byl pue wals 3y} usamiaq (ewsdis) o e Sunuasul Aq pawuoy 1 9sual SALDY auNnind ay |

ASNIL IAILOY JdNLNd IHL DPNIWUOA
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FORMING THE SUBJUNCTIVE

The Subjunctive mood is that form of the verb that expresses the verbal action as being possible or probable. The Subjunctive mood only
occurs with the Present and Aorist tenses. The Aorist Subjunctive is most common, but the Present Subjunctive is used when there is a
need to stress the continuity or repetition of the action.

To form the subjunctive, endings (but no augments) are added to the verb stem. The endings are the same as those of the pres-
ent indicative of Abw, except that the initial syllables of the endings are lengthened where possible and their iotas written subscript.
Note: The Aorist Subjunctive looks very similar to the Future Indicative, but the subjunctive is distinguished by the lengthening of the
ending vowels (except in the case of the first person singular, which must be determined by context). Thus:

The Present Indicative The Present Subjunctive The Aorist Subjunctive The Present Subj. Mid./Pas.
| loose | may loose | may loose | may be loosed
AU W AU W A0 0w AU W pai
AU cig AU n¢ AU o ng AU n
AU € AU n AU O AU n Tai
AU o pev A0 W pev A0 O W pev AU w peba
AU € 1€ AO n 1€ A0 0 nTE AU n oB¢
AU ouoi(v) AU woi(v) AU o woi(v) AU w vTal

Among other uses, the Subjunctive Mood is the mood of tval clauses (which are Purpose and Noun clauses). Purpose Clauses
(also called final clauses), use the Subjunctive Mood to state the purpose of something. In such clauses, lval means in order that, but

often translates simply as that. Noun Clauses using tval and the Subjunctive generally clarify something, and tval means that or is un-
translated. Thus, in Matthew 4.3, the devil says, “Say!” Say what? “that the stones these bread may become!”
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THE IMPERATIVE MOOD

The Imperative Mood is the Mood of command. Thus, when Jesus speaks to the sea in Mark 4.39,
commanding, “Peace! be still!” the two verbs, literally, hush and be muzzled, are written in the
Imperative Mood. This mood only occurs in the second and third person; there is no first-person
command to oneself. The Imperative Mood also occurs almost exclusively with the Present and
Aorist tenses (see next page). A Present Imperative commands that something continue to be
done; an Aorist Imperative commands that something be done without reference to its continu-
ance.

Imperative Of The Regular Verb Avw

Active
PRESENT AORIST

AU € AU \Y;

AU £ T Au TW

AU € 1€ Au TE

AU € Twoav Au TWoaV
Middle

AU ou AD o ai

AU £ 00w Au obw

AU € 00¢ AU ob¢

AU € cOwoav Au obwoav

Passive
AU Tl
Au TW
AU TE

Au TWoav
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The Imperative Mood does rarely occur with the Perfect Tense in the passages listed below (OT
passages are in LXX). The occurrences in the final three references (grayed out) are disputable, as
the verb 1oTe which they employ can be understood as an indicative rather than an imperative.

Jdg 9:15

1 Ma. 10:43

2 Ma. 6:17; 7:42; 9:20; 11:21,28,33
3 Ma.7:9

Psa 145:3

Job 12:6

Zep 3:16

Isa 4:1; 14:31; 50:10
Jer7:4;9:3

Mar 4:39

Act 15:29

The use of the Perfect Passive Imperative med(ptwao in Mark 4.39 is interesting since there is
an Aorist Passive Impertaive, $1pw0TL, available (Mark 1.25). Since the Perfect Tense tends
to convey a stative aktionsart, the Perfect Passive Imperative ’n'scpt'ua)ao in Mark 4.39 is a com-

mand to “be in the state of having been muzzled!” One wonders if we might paraphrase the
Lord’s command as, “Be quiet already!”
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THE THEORY OF DEPONENCY

reek verbs without active forms have traditionally been called Deponents or Deponent
G Verbs. The theory was that, for some reason lost to linguistic history, these verbs lost their
primeval active forms and now must express the active voice through their passive and middle
forms. Current scholarship, however, is tending to reject the idea of deponency and to recognize
the so-called Deponents as “true middles,” emphasizing the involvement of the subject in the
action.

The so-called Deponent Verbs that we will see most often, are those ending in -[.c.L. These
indeed have no active forms, but their passive forms cannot be read as having a true passive
voice. We must learn the handful of -l.ct verbs that occur in the Bible so that we do not make the
mistake of translating them with a passive sense! Here is the list to learn (those words occurring
in the book of Revelation are in bold blue):

THE BIBLICAL -Lat VERBS

amoxplvopal | answer Beaopat | see, look, behold
apvéopal | deny laopat | heal, cure
aomalopal | greet, salute xabnual I sit, stay
BovAopat | will, wish xavyaoual | boast

ylvopat I become XELpaL I recline, lie, set
Ogopat | ask, beg Aoyilopal | reason, calculate
dexopat | take, receive Tapaylvopat | come, arrive
ovvapat I am able TapEPYOMAL | pass by, arrive
eloepyopal | come/go in mopevopal | go, proceed
éxmopevopal | come/go out, proceed TPOTEVYOUAL | pray

e&épyopal | come/go out omiayyvilopat | pity, feel sympathy
EmayyéMopat | promise doféopal | fear (someone)
épydlopat I work, accomplish Yeddopat I lie, speak falsely
Epyopat | come, go
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MORE VERBS IN THE MIDDLE

ome verbs do have normal, active lexical forms, but their Middle and Passive forms do not

have passive meaning. For example, the verb EOaWEMZw (Rev 10.7; 14.6), | announce
good news, has a Middle form in Luke 2.10, EL’)aWENZouaL, which seems to express the same
active meaning, | announce good news. As explained on the preceding page, this phenom-
enon (passive form with active meaning) has traditionally been called deponency. However,
we should avoid the idea of deponency if at all possible, and look more closely for the distinc-
tion of meaning to be found in Middle forms. If Ef)anyMZw means, | announce good news,
then edayyeAilopat means, “I'm particularly involved in announcing good news.”

Then there are words which have normal Present Active forms but Future Deponent
forms. The verb ywd)O'%co, I know, has the typical Present Active form, but its Future Middle,
yvo'JO'O(J.aL, is considered Deponent, expressing Active rather than Middle meaning, I shall
know. We should reconsider, however, and look for the Middle meaning in these forms. We
should probably understand yvd)crop.al as having an emphasis pointing to internal involve-
ment in knowing, and translate it with a word like convinced in passages like Genesis 15.8 and
Luke 1.18.

These following verbs also have normal Present Active lexical forms, but Future Mid-
dle forms that have been considered Deponent:

elpt lam

£€oopal I shall be

TLAPELL | am present, have come
napéotot He will come (Rev 17.8)
Aappavw | take, receive

A opat | shall take, receive
opaw | see

oyopat I shall see

€o0lw | eat

dayopon I shall eat

W | drink

mieton He will drink

Tintw | fall

necoilvtau They will fall (in Rev 4.10)

Notice that with each of these terms, the Future Middle is more than simply an alternate
form; instead, it emphasizes the involvement of the subject. Even the transitive verbs, take,
see, eat, drink speak of the subject taking something to or into himself.
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M

MIDDLE VOICE VERBS IN THE REVELATION

iddle Voice forms are identical to Passive Voice forms, so whether a verb is Middle or Passive can
sometimes be debated. Remember that the Middle Voice emphasizes the involvement of the subject

in the action. The verbs occurring in the Middle Voice in the Revelation are:

1.

¢vdbw, to clothe (think of our Eng
word endue; évéebupévov in Rev 1.13;
évbedupévolin Rev 15.6; 19.14).
neptlwwupl, to gird (mepielwopévov in Rev
1.13).

meptBdMw, to clothe (mepifaieitat in Rev
3.5; meptfady in 3.18; mepifePfinuévous
in 4.4; 7.9; meptPefinuévor in 7.13; 11.3;
meptBefAnuévoy in 10.1; meptfBefinuévy
in 12.1; 17.4; 18.16; meptPfarntat in 19.8;
meptBefAnuévos in 19.13). The most fre-
guent occurrence of the Middle Voice
in the Rev (as shown by these first three
terms) is with verbs that have to do with
getting dressed. These verbs are consis-
tently used in the Middle Voice, since
people normally clothe themselves. Thus,
meptBdAy in Rev 3.18 probably has a true
reflexive meaning of “clothe yourself” (as
translated in the NAU). However, the Mid-
dle Voice with these terms normally just
refers to the state of being clothed with-
out reference to who did the dressing (as
of the angels in Rev 15.6). On the other
hand, Robertson, interprets évdedupévoy
and mepte{wopévov in Rev 1.13 as in Pas-
sive Voice,! and may be correct if these
verbs allude to the high priest having been
dressed by Moses (Exo 28.31; 29.5; etc.).
x0mTw, to beat (xopovtat in Rev 1.7; 18.9). In
the Active Voice, this word means “to beat,
smite, or cut (off)”; in the Middle Voice it
brings attention back to the subject and
means “to beat oneself, beat one’s own
breast, i.e., to mourn, grieve, bewail” The
mourning envisioned in Rev 18.9 is selfish,
but that in Rev 1.7 will involve introspection
and lead some to repentance.

meTopal, to fly (retopévw in Rev 4.7; meTopévou
in 8.13; mémytau in 12.14; metopevov in 14.6;

Robertson (1933).

10.

11.

meTopévols in 19.17). This verb occurs in the
LXX, but in the NT only in Rev. Through-
out Scripture it only occurs in the Middle
Voice. This verb for flying always envisions
the subject as moving itself.

avamadw, to halt, stop, cause to cease,
give rest (think of our Eng word pause;
avamadoovtal in Rev 6.11). The Middle and
Passive Voices of this verb turn the action
back to the subject and mean to desist
from something, to take one’s rest.
uuxaopat, to moo or bellow as a cow, roar
(nuxdtat in Rev 10.3, the only occurrence
of this verb in Scripture). The Middle Voice
form emphasizes the involvment of the
subject in the action.

pacdopat, to bite, chew (éuagévto in Rev
16.10, this verb only here and in Job 30.4).
The Middle Voice emphasizes the involv-
ment of the subjects in the chewing of
their own tongues.

améMuwt, to destroy (amwAeto in Rev
18.14), in the Middle Voice, to perish.
lotnw, to put or place (gTygovtal in Rev
18.15). The Future Middle is an instran-
sitive tense of this verb, and simply de-
scribes the action of its subject as stand-
ing, standing still, stopping, or appearing
(see p. B-70).

BoeMdaaopat, the verb form of the noun
Boéluyua, abomination, (éBdeAuyuévolg
in Rev 21.8). The verb anciently meant to
feel a loathing for food, be sick of some-
thing. Later it took on a causal meaning,
to make loathsome or abominable. In the
Middle Voice it means to be loathsome,
and apparently in the Rev, to be so by vir-
tue of participating in the abominations
(BoeAvypatwy) of Mystery Babylon (see
Rev 17.4-5; 21.27).
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INTERPRETING PARTICIPLES

n biblical Greek, participles are verbal adjectives. As verbs, participles can have indicative or
I imperative force, and can also function adverbially. As adjectives, Greek participles can function
adjectivally or substantivally (like a noun). Neither the verbal nor adjectival nature of a participle
is ever completely absent, but in each instance eijther its verbal or adjectival nature will be em-
phasized.

Context is more important for interpreting participles than it is for any other verb form.
Most vital to our interpretation of a participle is the presence or absence of the article. If a par-
ticiple has an article, it must function as either a true adjective or as a substantive. However,
substantive participles in the NT don’t always have articles, though most do. Predicate adjectival
participles never have an article.

Whether the participle is independent or dependent also dictates its function. When a
participle is independent, i.e., it is not a secondary verb modifying the main verb, nor is it an
adjective modifying a noun, then its function is straightforward: it either functions as a verb or
as a substantive (like a noun). When a participle is dependent, it adverbially modifies the main
verb (adding circumstantial information), or it functions as a true adjective in either an attributive
or predicate position. An attributive ad-

VERBAL ADJECTIVAL - - _
jectival participle modifies a substantive
[ o o ra . .
E Verbal Substantival (e.fg., a. living sa.crlﬁce), while a predlc?te
& Imperatival Subject, adjectival participle asserts something
§ Indicative Object, etc. about the substantive (e.g., the sacrifice
is alive). A predicate adjectival participle
= Adverbial Adjectival is never preceded by an article; an attrib-
% Temporal, Causal, Attributive utive adjectival participle is usually pre-
i Means, Manner, etc. Predicate ceded by an article.

The adjectival nature of a participle always intrudes upon its verbal nature; it can even
dominate to such an extent that a participle evolves into a noun (the nouns éipxcov and TEXTWY,
for example, were once participles). Because participles lean toward their substantive (noun-like)
nature, they lend themselves to stative or durative aktionsart, but context must decide: Té¢ 0
amoAlwy TNV yuvaixa (Matthew 5.32), does not mean, “everyone constantly divorcing his
wife...” (the aktionsart is gnomic, i.e., omnitemporal, visualizing an “anytime” possibility).

Why use an adjectival participle (véypam'al, “written,” Romans 1.17) if an adjective
(ypaTrTo'g, “written,” Romans 2.15) is available? Because the participle keeps the historic action
of writing in view (important in an appeal to the prophets), while the adjective emphasizes the
state of something as written (i.e., the law on Gentile hearts) as opposed to simply being thought
of or stumbled upon. An adjectival participle certainly keeps a certain action in view: it attributes
an action to the subject as a quality or characteristic, or places the subject in the class of persons
or things characterized by an action, e.g., the Scriptures as having been written by the prophets.
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ANALYZING A PARTICIPLE

ow can you know the function of a specific participle in the passage you're studying? Use the

flow chart below to help figure it out!
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Parsing Participles

participle is a verbal adjective, usually translated as a verb ending in -ing. For the verb yévw
(remain), for example, the participle uévwv would translate as remaining. As an adjective, such
a participle would normally modify a noun, as in “the remaining doughnut.” However, in the Greek
OT and NT, participles often only imply their referent. Therefore, the masculine (,Lévwv can stand
alone to mean, “the remaining man,” the feminine {J.évouaa can stand alone to mean, “the remain-
ing woman,” and the neuter (.Lévov can stand alone to mean, “the remaining thing.”
Remember that to parse a verb we give its:

Person: 1st, 2nd or 3rd

Number: Singular or Plural

Tense: Present, Imperfect, Future, Aorist, Perfect or Pluperfect

Mood: Indicative, Imperative, Subjunctive or Optative (sometimes Infinitive is given in
place of mood)

5. Voice: Active, Passive or Middle

6. Lexical Form (the form of the word you would look up in a dictionary or lexicon)

PN

Because a participle is a verbal adjective, it has characteristics of both a verb and an adjective.
Therefore, to parse a participle, we must give its:

1. Verbal Form = Participle

Tense: Present, Imperfect, Future, Aorist, Perfect or Pluperfect

Voice: Active, Passive or Middle

Case: Nominative, Accusative, Genitive or Dative

Gender: Masculine, Feminine or Neuter

Number: Singular or Plural

7. Lexical Form (the form of the word you would look up in a dictionary or lexicon)

oukwnN

So, to parse a participle like, Auougay, we would say it is a: Participle, Present, Active, Accusative,
Feminine, Singular of AUw. See if you can find Avougay in the paradigm below for the Present
Participle Active of AUw. The participles are listed in groups of four, for the four cases, going from
top to bottom: nominative, accusative, genitive, and dative:

Present Participle Active of A\Uw

Mas. S. Fem. S. Neut. S. Mas. P. Fem. P. Neut. P.
Aoy Avovoa Avov \vovTes Avovaoat AvovTa
\vovTa Avovoay Avov AvovTas Avovoas  AvovTa
AUovTos Avouons  AvovTosS AvovTwY Avovowy  AvoVTQV
AVovTL AvovoT) AvovTL AvouvoL(v) Avovoals AvouoL(v)
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Present Participle Middle and Passive of A\Uw

Mas. S. Fem. S. Neut. S. Mas. P. Fem. P.
Avopevos Avopévn  Avdpevov Avdpevor  Avdpevat
Avopevor Avopévny Avdpevov Avopévovs Avopévas
Avopévov Avopévns Avopévov Avopévav  Avopévwy
AVOPEV®  AUOWEVT)  AVOREVW Avopévols  Avopévats
First Aorist Participle Active of AVw
Mas. S. Fem. S. Neut. S. Mas. P. Fem. P.
Aoas Avoaca  Avoav AvoavTes Avoaoadt
AMoavTa Avocacav Avoav AvoavTas Avoaocas
AVoavTos Avoaons AvoavTos AvcavTwy Avoacwv
ANoavTL  Avoaon AvoavTL AvoaoL(v) Avoaoadls
First Aorist Participle Passive of A\U®w
Mas. S. Fem. S. Neut. S. Mas. P. Fem. P.
\VBeLs AvBerca  AvBev MbBevtes  AvBeLoat
ANBevta AvbeLoav AvBev Mbevtas Avberocas
AUBevTos AuvBelons AuvbevTos AbevTwy  AvBerowv
A0BevTL  Auberom  AuvBevTL AvBeiLoL(v) AvBeroairs
Perfect Participle Active of AV
Mas. S. Fem. S. Neut. S. Mas. P. Fem. P.
AEAVK®WS A€EAUKULA  AEAUKOS AEAVKOTES A€AvKuLaL

AEAVKOTA AEAUKULAY AEAVKOS
AEAVKOTOS AEAUKULAS AEAUKOTOS

A€AUKOTL AeAUKULA  A€EAVKOTL

AEAVKOTAS A€EAUKULAS

AEAVKOTWV AEAVKULWV

Neut. P.

Avdpeva
Avdpeva
Avopévov
AvopévoLs

Neut. P.

AvoavTta
AvoavTta
AvoavTwy
AvoaoL(v)

Neut. P.

AvbevTa
AvBevTa
AvBevTov
AvBeLoL(v)

Neut. P.

AelvkoTa
AelvkoTa
AEAVKOTWV

AeAvkooL(v) AeAvkuLals AeAvkooL(V)
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PARTICIPLES OF Eiu

egular verbs have participles in the Present, Future, Aorist and Perfect tenses, and in the
RActive, Middle and Passive voices. The irregular verb, Ei(,Li, only appears in the Bible in the
Present Active and in the Future Middle! All but one of the participles of Eiyi in the NT are in
the Present Tense. The one occurrence of the Future Middle form in the NT is in Luke 22.49, T0
éaéuevov, “what was going to be,” i.e, “what was going to happen.” The other 12 occurrences of
the Future Middle form are in the OT and Apocrypha.

. . ) b
The Biblical Participles Of Eipu
(Forms not appearing in Scripture are grayed out.)
Present Active Future Middle
Singular M. F. N. M. F. N.
Nominative | &v otoa  Bv oopevog goope goopevoy
Accusative | dvta  oSoav  Bv éoopevov goopevny éobuevov
Genitive | dvtog olong  Bdvtog éoopévou goopevrg goopevoy
Dative | vt oloy  dvmt goopeve goopevy E0OpEVE
Plural M. F. N. M. F. N.
Nominative | dvtes oloar  dvta gaopevol ggopeval éabpeva
Accusative | dvtag oloag  Bvta goopLevoug goopevag éabpeva
Genitive | dvtwv olo@v  dvTwy EoOUEVWY goOUEVWY  EOOUEV®Y
Dative | ooty  ouoaic  olow ETOULEVOLS ggopevalg ETOULEVOLS

Just as an aside, notice that we get our word ontology from the singular masculine nominative
participle of Eiul, @v. The participle @v means being; ontology is the study of being.
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INFINITIVES

I nfinitives are so named because they are a kind of verb that is not limited (made finite) by a sub-
ject (noun) designated as doing the action; an infinitive expresses an action without reference

to someone or something doing it, and so can function as a verbal noun. In English the infinitive is
the normal, dictionary-entry form of a verb, and is expressed with the preposition to, as in to walk.
When we read a Greek infinitive in the NT, we generally translate it that way, with the preposition
to. Though Greek infinitives function as a sort of noun, they don’t have gender, but when they have
an article, it is always a neuter article, as in T0 Tat0elv, literally, the to-suffer, (Acts 1.3). Infinitives
in the NT are often used to “set the stage.” i.e., to explain the circumstances surrounding the main
action of a clause. In Acts 1.3, Luke says that Jesus “showed Himself,” but the circumstances were
“after” (1eta) His “to suffer” (T mabelv).

As verbs, infinitives have tense and voice and may have an object and sometimes a “sub-
ject” (which is technically a special kind of accusative; see Wenham, pp. 84-85). When the infini-
tive has a word functioning as its subject, that “subject” often breaks the normal rule of case
and appears in the accusative rather than nominative case. Thus, in Revelation 10.11, John is
told, J€l o€ ... Wpocpr)'rst”)oal, “it is necessary [for] you ... to prophesy,” where g€, “you” is in the
accusative where we would expect the nominative case. Likewise, when an infinitve has an ob-
ject, that object is always put in the accusative case. 1John 3.16 provides a good example: “we
ought to lay down our lives....” where the infinitive is “to lay down” and the object (the thing laid
down) is “lives” in the accusative case: Tag Yuyas Oelvat.

Greek infinitives only have four endings: £1v, cl, vat and ofat. Which ending an infinitive
uses depends upon whether the infinitive is active or passive, and whether it is present, future,
aorist or perfect tense. Memorize €1, at, vet and oBat and you'll (almost) always be able to spot
a Greek infinitive (see p. D-38)!

INFINITIVES MORE INFINITIVES

aotxnoeLy (Gen 21.23)
ypadety (Jude 1.3)

b1potiv (1Pe 2.15)

meptmately (1Jo 2.6)*
apaptavely (1o 3.9)
ayamdy (1o 4.11,20)

Pres/Fut/2AorAct
Pres/Fut/2AorAct

1AorAct
1AorAct

BacTacal (Rev 2.2) motfjoct (Jude 1.15)

53 elval (10 2.9) 53 ddebfival (Gen 4.13)

k= ﬂz ~ E a‘é AN

=% Deival (1o 3.16) =2 glogval (Gen 2.9)

z g yevérhal (Rev 1.1) 2 : émarywvileahor (Jude 1.3)

* Don’t mistake the pluperfect 1st p. sing. of oida for an infinitive; see p. 69.
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Indicative

Subjunctive

Imperative

Optative

Singular
1st

2nd

3rd

Plural
1st
2nd
3rd

Singular
1st

2nd

3rd

Plural
1st
2nd
3rd

Singular
2nd
3rd

Plural
2nd
3rd

Singular
1st

2nd

3rd

Plural
st
2nd
3rd

Infinitive

Present Imperfect Future Mid. Future Pas. Aorist Act. Aorist Pas. Perfect Act. Perfect Mid. Perfect Pas.
op® oyopat 0dOnoopal €l60V wdinv Ewpaka/Eopaka
opQg on 0d0non E16€C Ewpakag/eopakag
opd Ewpa Oetatl odOnoeTaL €16evV Wdin €0PAKEV wrnral £0partal
OpWUEV opoueba elbopev EWPAKAUEV
opdrte opeobe elbete £WPAKATE/EOPAKATE
oplowv Ewpwv Oyovtat gldooav wopOnoav £WPAKACLV/EWPAKAV
dw
6ng 0$0fig
6n loolSIg]
ey 560D ey THE VERB opaw
,m@Jdm q « ’ «u.
(5woly The important verb, opaw, means “to see,
look, perceive.” It occurs 1,986 times in our
Bible (including the LXX). It appears most of-
opat be 6dBnTL ten in Genesis (144 times), and 63 times in
et OpOnTw the Revelation.
I've charted out the forms of opaw that
opéite Sete appear in the Bible and Apocrypha, and have
bétwoav  odBRtwoav  grayed out all forms except those that ap-
pear in the Revelation. Most of the occur-
) . ., rences in the Rev are in the Aorist, because
There are no Optative forms of opaw (Souut i )
. . . (5oL John describes what he saw. The Aorist Pas-
in the Revelation. The Optative mood LOOLG . “ ”
. 5oL sives translate as “appeared.” The Future
expresses what one wishes should hap- .
Middle forms are Deponent (see 12B). The
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THE VERB icT)ut IN THE REVELATION

The important verb, n_\o.,gt(r occurs 928 times in our Bible (including the LXX). It appears most often in Daniel (49 times), and

21 times in the Revelation. [Tt has transitive and intransitive tenses. The transitive tenses are Present Active, Future Active,
and First Aorist Active. The intransitive tenses include Future Middle and Passive, Second Aorist Active, Perfect Active, First
Aorist Passive, and Pluperfect. When this verb is transitive, i.e., when it has an object, it means to put, place, set or bring. When

it is intransitive i.e., simply describing the action of its subject, it means to stand, stand still, stop, appear, etc. a_\qas?_ is always
intransitive in the Revelation.

Besides the fact that passive forms of [aTt have intransitive, and therefore active meaning, there are two other oddities
about the verb: (1) The Perfect tense acts like Present tense, and the Pluperfect (see mmo.ﬂ&x.m_o.g in Revelation 7.11) acts like the
Imperfect tense; (2) There are two forms of the Perfect Participle Active, mo.ﬂsxsﬂ and €0Tw¢, and John uses them both in the
Revelation. Here are the forms of [Ty in the Revelation:

Present Imperfect Future Future Mid. 2nd Aorist Act. 1st Aorist Pas. Perfect Act. Pluperfect
Singular
1st £0TNKA
2nd
3rd €otabn £€0TNKeEV elotnkel*
Plural
1st
2nd
3rd otnoovtal g€otnoav £0TAKOOWV elotnkeloav
Infinitive otabfvat
Participle gotta
£0TOTOC
£0TOTAG
£0TNKOTEC, E0TWTEG
£0TNKOG, £0TOG

*This form in 11.1 only in Scrivener’s edition of the GNT (which is
equivalent to the Textus Receptus, the Greek basis for the KJV).
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PERFECT FORM WITH PRESENT SENSE

n the process of semantic evolution, the perfect form of a number of Greek words
became present in meaning (often with their pluperfects acting like imperfects).
Words illustrating this phenomenon include (with biblical words in blue):

QVTIYEYWVQ loTYut (see p. B-70)
adloTnut XATOLOQ

YEywva Aapmw

yn0éw TRPATETAVVULAL
Oeidw mEpdopal
O¢pxopal TepLOelOla

eldw (oida, see p. B-59) TANnBw

g¢oda TPOTYATKW

It is logical how the perfect form of &€l0w, “I see,” came to have the present
meaning “l know.” Understanding the evolution of the other terms in this list, how-
ever, will require further research.
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THE VERB yivoual

he important verb, yivoy.al, occurs 2,893 times in our Bible (including the LXX). It appears most

often in the Greek version of Genesis (201 times), and 38 times in the Revelation. 'yt'VO(.Lal has
traditionally been thought of as a Deponent Verb (see p. B-59): its lexical form is passive, but its
meaning is not. We should think of yfvoy.al as a true Middle, emphasizing the involvement of the
subject in the action.

The verb ylvopat is very flexible. It means “to be born,” or “to become,” but can also sim-
ply mean “to happen” or “occur” It is also generally used to express the imperative of the verb
“to be” (as in Revelation 3.2: “be awake!”), since the imperative of siw is very rare. The common
NT expressions xat £YyeVeTo and €yeVeTo Ot are literal translations of a Hebrew idiom that adds
more vividness to a narrative than meaning. It is the phrase made famous in the KJV’s, “and it
came to pass.”

An unhelpful mistranslation of yfvoual occurs in almost every English translation of 2Th
2.7.In that verse, Paul teaches that when the Antichrist is no longer restrained, he will be allowed
to be born ('yéW)Tal) “out of the midst” of the population. Our English versions have confused the
matter by saying that something will be taken out rather than be born, but yévn'ral is never used
in this way in the NT.*

The lexical form of the verb, yfvoual (1st person, singular, present, indicative, middle =/
am), only occurs in Job 7.4. Here are the forms of ylvopat that occur in the Revelation:

Pres. Mid. Imperf. Future Fut.Mid. AoristAct. 2nd Aorist Mid. Perfect Act. Pluperf.

Singular
1st gyevouny

2nd

3rd gyeveTo yéyovey

Plural

Ist

2nd

3rd gyEvovTo yéyovay
Imperative yivou

Infinitive yevéaba

Participle

*Paul normally uses the verb a’t’pw to describe something being removed, as

in Col. 2.14. The form yévntal is used to translate the Hebrew word taken
from (HPB) inJob 28.2, but in this instance should be read as produced from.
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LINGUISTIC TERMS

¢ Inflection: Change in the form of a word to ex-
press grammatical meaning like tense, person, or

Present Indicative Active
Of The Verb Loose

number for verbs, and number or case for nouns.

Lemma: The form of a word that appears
at the beginning of a dictionary entry.

Ending: A Morpheme affixed to the end

of a word. For Substantives sometimes

called a Case Ending; for verbs, a Per-
sonal Ending, since it is a suffix indicat-
ing person and number.

Morpheme: The minimum language unit that
conveys grammatical or lexical meaning. A mor-
pheme may be a simple word that cannot be
broken down any further, like dog, or the s suffix
that likewise cannot be broken down any further
and conveys the meaning of plurality in dogs.

Connecting Vowel: Also called

Root: The fundamental part of a word
that carries its unmodified meaning. The
Root is the Morpheme that remains con-
stant, or nearly so, as prefixes, infixes and

Declination Of
The Noun Word

A0y 0

a Thematic Vowel or Variable suffixes are added.

Vowel. An epsilon or an omi-
cron that adheres to a verb’s
root, allowing for the connec-
tion of a Personal Ending.

e Stem: The basic form of a word that carries its Lexis (the word’s
dictionary meaning) and to which affixes (“branches”) can be added.

We must distinguish between a Root and a Stem. The verb loose
is a Root because it conveys a single idea that cannot be broken
down further. It is also a Stem because a “branch” like un- can be
prefixed to it. The word unloose, however, is not a Root because
it already has “a branch”; i.e., it conveys more than a single idea,
namely the idea of negation “un-" and the idea “to loose.” Notice
that loose and unloose convey two different dictionary meanings.

e Substantive: A noun, or a word or group of words that functions
like a noun, including pronouns, adjectives, infinitives, participles,
and sometimes whole clauses.

Affix: A letter or letters (a Morpheme)
added to a word, stem or root, such as
a Prefix, Suffix, or Infix.

Prefix: A Morpheme affixed to the
front of a word to inflect the word or
turn it into a compound word.

Suffix: A Morpheme affixed to the end
of a word.

Infix: A Morpheme inserted into the
middle of a word. The sigma in the
Aorist or kappa in the Pluperfect may
be thought of as Infixes, but techni-
cally, an Infix is inserted within a root
or stem, so infixing proper occurs in
Hebrew but not in Greek. Vowel points
are infixed in Hebrew words, as are
inflecting consonants, like the yod in

changing 2512 to the Hiphil 1257.
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¢ Anarthrous: Of substantives: lacking the def-
inite article.

e Articular: Of substantives: having the defi-
nite article, i.e., arthrous.

e Grammar: A system of rules regarding the
sound, meaning, inflection and arrangement
of words.

¢ Inflectional Morphology: The study of word
inflections. In this context, Morphology can
also refer to the specific form of an inflected
word, or to its parsing data.

e Morphology: The study of the structure of
words.

e Nominal: adj. describing a word or group
of words that pertains to, or functions as, a
noun or pronoun.

e Parse: To identify the particular morphologi-
cal characteristics of an inflected word.

e Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound that
makes a functional difference in the mean-
ing of a word.

e Syntax: The study and rules of how words are
arranged in phrases, clauses and sentences.

Recommended reading:
Linguistics For Students Of
New Testament Greek, by
David Alan Black.
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ARTICULAR INFINITIVES IN MARK

There are 200 infinitives in the gospel of Mark. The vast majority of them are an-
arthrous (having no attached article). However, the following verses include an
articular infinitive: Mark 1.14; 4.4,5,6; 6.48; 10.40; 12.33; 13.22; 14.28,55; 16.19.

Why do these eleven instances of the infinitive in Mark have the definite article?
Well, remember that an infinitive is a verbal noun (p. B-67). In its verbal character,
it expresses action and is qualified by adverbs. However, in its nominal character it
names an event or act which may:
* provide the circumstances in which the main action of the clause occurs, i.e.,
the setting,
* describe the expected results for which the main action of the clause is pur-
sued, i.e. the purpose,
* serve as one nominal in a nominal clause (a clause that places two substan-
tives in apposition).
An attached article emphasizes this nominal character of a particular infinitive. As
Frederic W. Farrar put it, “The infinitive with the article becomes a declinable substan-
tive, and may be used in any case (1o TUTTEW striking, Tol TUTTEW oOf striking, &c.),
thus answering to the Latin gerund....”* In other words, while anarthrous infinitives
are incapable of expressing case (which is a quality of substantives), an article con-
nected to an infinitive effectually transmits case to the infinitive, and helps put the
infinitive in its proper relationship to the rest of the sentence.
For example, in Mark 1.14, we have, peta 6 mapadobiivar tov Twavwny ..., “after
the to-be-given-over John....” The preposition peta changes its meaning depending
on the case of the following substantive.? With the genitive case, peta has meanings

like in the midst of, with the dative, it means more generally with or in, but with the

1 Frederic W. Farrar, A Brief Greek Syntax and Hints on Greek Accidence, (London: Longmans, Green, and
Co., 1867), § 232.
2 See Greek Syllabus, p. B-23, for examples of prepositions using different cases.

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

PAGE B-75



http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

accusative, it can mean after.? If in Mark 1.14 the infinitive had no article express-
ing the accusative case, it would be difficult to confidently translate the preceding
preposition ueta. However, with the article in the accusative case, we can confidently
translate, “after John was given over....”

Likewise, in the infinitive phrase of Mark 12.33, 70 dayamdv, “the to-love,” the
nominative definite article before the infinitive, together with other clues in the
sentence, helps us recognize the infinitive as the first nominal in a nominal clause,
standing in apposition to the adjective, meplogoTepov: “to love ... is greater ...."

Finally, in Mark 13.22, the phrase, mpog 10 amomiavdv, “toward the to-lead-
astray,” begins with another preposition whose meanings are governed by the case
of the following substantive. With the genitive case, mpos means things like from or
towards, with the dative, it means near or before, but with the accusative, it can
mean towards in the sense of for the purpose of. The definite article in the infinitive
phrase of Mark 13.22 (though it has the form of either the neuter nominative or
neuter accusative) immediately rules out the genitive and dative meanings of the
preposition. Since the prepositions don’t use the nominative case, we recognize that
the article in this instance is accusative, and that, therefore, the preposition mpog
speaks of purpose. Thus, the articular infinitive phrase of Mark 13.22 emphasizes to
the reader that the false messiahs and false prophets of the end time will perform

signs and wonders with the conscious purpose of leading the elect astray.

3 These are only examples; this preposition has many other shades of meaning.
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MARKEDNESS

t’s a challenge in written communication to express the attitude and tone that is communi-

cated in spoken words by decibel level, elongation of syllables and facial expression. When we
write, we try to compensate for what we cannot communicate tonally and facially by our use of
punctuation, underlining, bold or italicized font and by lexical choices, as well as by grammatical
and syntactical constructions. Of course the biblical authors didn’t have the font choices that we
do, nor did they use much punctuation (or underlining), and so were limited to making lexical,
syntactical and grammatical choices in order to most fully express the relative importance of any
particular part of a sentence. As students of the Scriptures in English translation, we can only
hope to recognize what biblical authors wanted us to focus on within a particular sentence. As
students of the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures, however, we can learn to recognize all kinds of
marked words and constructions.

Markedness is a complex but vital and fascinating topic in linguistics and biblical exegesis.
Words and phrases in the Greek New Testament are marked in different ways and for different
reasons. It’s tempting to say that a marked word or phrase expresses emphasis, but we generally
use the word emphasis too ambiguously to be truly helpful in exegesis (I'm guilty!). I'm going to
try to start using Steven E. Runge’s definition of emphasis: the extra attention drawn to the most
important information in a given context. Markedness, however, indicates many other mean-
ingful ideas besides “most important.” For example, animal names can be marked for sex: the
noun horse is unmarked for sex, but the terms mare and stallion are marked for female and male
respectively. This is an example of semantic marking. Pronouns are grammatically marked for
number (e.g., | vs. we) and gender (e.g., he vs. she), though in English, the pronouns we, you and
they are marked for number (=plural) but not for gender since they could refer to either mascu-
line of feminine entities.

Then there is syntactic marking that has to do with the arrangement of words in a sen-
tence. Hebrew is a VSO (verb-subject-object) language, meaning that the main verb in a sentence
tends to precede the subject and object. Therefore, when the object or subject is placed before
the verb, that foregrounded item is given prominence. Biblical Greek, on the other hand, is SO,
with the verb falling before or after the object (SOV, SVO). Alterations to this pattern (OSV, OVS,
VOS, 0OS) give prominence to the subject, although, according to Nigel Turner (in Moulton’s Syn-
tax), verb first (VSO) in biblical Greek is a Hebraism. The Hebrew authors of the NT often tried to
put their verbs as near the beginning of a clause as possible, “followed by pers. pronoun, subject,
obj., supplementary ptc.” Though it has little to do with word order, we can get a sense of syn-
tactic marking by comparing the unmarked sentence, “God gave the ten commandments,” with
the marked sentence, “It was God who gave the ten commandments.” The way we put the words
together in the second sentence has the effect of putting the word God in bold font, and conveys
the privative opposition (A vs. not-A) that it was God and not Moses (or some other human) who
originated the commandments.

Finally (for our present purposes), let’s consider pragmatic marking. This kind of marking
has to do with the pragmatic effect of a certain word or phrasing on a particular audience, apart
from the inherent meaning (semantic meaning) of the words. When the husband gets home from
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work, and the wife says, “Your son clogged the toilet,” there is no unusual meaning nor arrange-
ment of the words themselves, but in the relational context of husband and wife, the marked
pronoun your (as opposed to the unmarked pronoun our) has the pragmatic effect of the wife
distancing the son in question from herself, and associating that son more closely to the husband.

Our English versions often obscure markedness, as the NASB does in Mark 13.28: The
Greek text foregrounds the prepositional phrase of the first clause, pushing the main verb to the
middle of the clause. The ESV keeps this sequence, “From the fig tree learn its lesson,” but the
NASB translates with the unmarked (i.e., normal English sequence), “Now learn the parable from
the fig tree.” The NASB de-emphasizes “the fig tree,” and obscures the pragmatic marking allud-
ing to the cursing of the fig tree that the disciples had recently witnessed (Mark 13.12-20).
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THE VARIED USES OF THE GENITIVE

he genitive case is generally employed to describe the class (genus) or kind of a thing, and can
often be translated simply with the preposition of, as in “kingdom of God.” However there are

many subtle variations of the genitive’s use. Below, | have listed the different kinds of genitives,
according to their uses, given in the Pocket Dictionary For The Study Of New Testament Greek
and in Wallace’s Greek Grammar Beyond The Basics: An Exegetical Syntax Of The New Testament.
Before studying the list, however, let me introduce you to three useful terms pertaining to the
use of the Genitive:

Regimen. The word regimen is derived from the Latin verb regere, “to rule.” When a substan-
tive is followed by a genitive that modifies it, the two terms are said to be in regimen. The
main substantive “rules” or “governs” the genitive term, so it is known as the:

Nomen Regens. The nomen regens is also called the “head noun,” but the nomen regens
could be any kind of substantive, like a pronoun or even an article.

Nomen Rectum. The genitive term that modifies the nomen regens is the nomen rectum.
Thus, in the phrase, “a cup of coffee,” a cup is the nomen regens, and of coffee is the nomen
rectum. In this section we are defining the different kinds of nomen recta.

Now for the list:

ADJECTIVAL GENITIVES (also Descriptive Genitive, Genitive Of Description.

1.

Attributed Genitive (a/so Reverse Genitive). This is semantically the reverse of the Attributive
Genitive below, in that with the Attributed Genitive it is the Nomen Regens that acts like an
adjective, as in “newness of life” ( = new life).

Attributive Genitive (a/so Hebrew Genitive, Genitive Of Quality). This genitive is a Semitism,
and acts as an emphatic adjective, expressing an attribute or innate quality of the nomen
regens. The Attributive Genitive substantive acts so definitely as an adjective, that it is an
example of the figure of speech, called antimereia, “exchanging one part of speech for an-
other.” Bullinger explained why this idiom is used:

When, of two nouns, one noun is placed in regimen: i.e., when one governs the other in
the genitive case: the latter word (sometimes two words) becomes an adjective.

The natural and ordinary way of qualifying a noun is by using an adjective. But, if
it is wished to emphasize the adjective, then this rule is departed from; in order to attract
the attention of the reader, and to tell him that the adjective is very emphatic, and is to be
read as if it were underlined or under-scored in ordinary writing. For example: suppose
we are speaking of Angels, and our thought is simply of them and their being, we should
use the word “mighty” as an adjective, and say “Mighty ANGELS,” but if we wished to
emphasize the adjective “mighty,” and call attention to the fact that we are not referring to
angels as such, but to their wondrous power, ... we should say “MIGHTY Angels.” How
is this to be done? By Antimereia. By using a noun instead of an adjective, and saying
“Angels of might.”!

1

Ethelbert William Bullinger, Figures of Speech Used in the Bible, (London; New York: Eyre & Spottiswoode; E.
& J. B. Young & Co., 1898), pp. 497-498.
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10.

11.

Genitive Of Relationship (also Relational Genitive, sometimes subsumed under Genitive
Of Origin/Source). This genitive expresses a familial relationship, as in “son of David.”

Genitive Of Subordination (sometimes subsumed under Objective Genitive). This kind of geni-
tive expresses what is subordinated to, or under the authority of, the nomen regens, as in
“king of Israel,” ( = “king over Israel”).

Partitive Genitive (also Wholative Genitive, Genitive Of The Divided Whole). This genitive
indicates the whole of which the nomen regens is a part, as in “a piece of the pie.”

Possessive Genitive. This genitive expresses who or what owns or possesses the nomen re-
gens. This genitive is often expressed by a pronoun, as in, “the ox of him,” ( = his ox, Luk 13.15).

Genitive Of Content (a/so Content Genitive). There is a nominal genitive of content and a ver-
bal genitive of content. The nominal genitive of content indicates that which is contained in
the nomen regens, as in, “the net of fish” (Joh 21.8). The verbal genitive of content will be
governed by a verb of filling that precedes or follows the “container” word and the content
genitive, as in, “they filled twelve baskets of ( = with) pieces” (Joh 6.13).

Predicate Genitive. This rare use of the genitive predicates (asserts something) about the no-
men regens. It is a form of the Genitive Of Simple Apposition described above, but it is made
more emphatic by the use of a genitive participle in place of a finite verb. An example occurs
in Act 1.12, “from [the] mountain being called Olivet.”

Genitive Of Apposition (also, Appositive Genitive, Appositional Genitive, Epexegetic(al) Geni-
tive, Genitive Of Definition, Genitive Of Identity). This is a genitive that refers back to its own
substantive, as in “city of Jerusalem,” in which instance of Jerusalem is the genitive, and city
is the substantive to which it refers back. This genitive removes the ambiguity of the nomen
regens which names a larger category or is a metaphorical term. In the phrase, “city of Jeru-
salem,” the term city is a large category; there are many cities? The Genitive Of Apposition
removes the ambiguity of which city is in view, namely, Jerusalem. Likewise in the metaphori-
cal phrase, “shield of faith,” the word shield is a metaphor; what kind of shield is meant? The
Genitive of Apposition clears up the ambiguity: we’re talking about a shield of faith. When we
have a Genitive of Apposition, we can always translate with the preposition of, but the genitive
phrase should also make sense if we use the words which is, or who is, as in, “the city which is
Jerusalem.”

Genitive Of Simple Apposition (also, Genitive Of Identity). Simple apposition always involves
two substantives in the same case. A Genitive Of Simple Apposition is going to involve two
genitive substantives, as in “the glory of God [the] Father” (Phil 2.11). As with the Genitive Of
Apposition above, we can insert the words which is or who is, and the phrase still makes sense:
“of God who is Father.” We cannot, however, make sense of the phrase by inserting the prepo-
sition of before the Genitive Of Simple Apposition: “the glory of God of Father.” This is because
the Genitive of Simple Apposition states an identity; it’s function is not to clear up ambiguity,
but to state two equivalent terms, and thus a fuller picture of the person or thing in view. See
Predicate Genitive below.

Genitive Of Destination (a/so Genitive Of Direction, Genitive Of Purpose). This rare use of the
genitive indicates the destination, direction or purpose of the nomen regens, as in “sheep of
slaughter” (= sheep destined for slaughter, Rom 8.36).

© 2003-2017 WWW.TIMOTHYMINISTRIES.INFO

PAGE B - 80



http://www.tmin.org

GREEK GRAMMAR

12. Genitive Of Material (a/so Genitivus Materiae, sometimes subsumed under Genitive Of Appo-
sition). This genitive expresses the material of which the nomen regens consists, as in “patch
of cloth.”

13. Genitive Of Product (sometimes subsumed under Objective Genitive). This genitive identifies
what is produced by the thing named by the nomen regens, as in “the God of peace,” ( = “the
God who produces peace,” since the genitive identifies peace as the product).

14. Genitive Of Producer (also Genitive Of Production). This genitive identifies what produces
the thing named by the nomen regens, as in “the peace of God,” ( = “the peace produced by
God,” since the genitive identifies God as the producer). Faithfully distinguishing the Geni-
tive of Product and the Genitive of Producer is vital in passages like Tit 3.5: “[God] saved us
... through a washing of regneration and a renewal of [the] Holy Spirit.” No one doubts that
the second genitive, of [the] Holy Spirit, is a Genitive of Producer, identifying the Holy Spirit
as the entity who produces the renewal (not the other way around!). However, while gram-
matical consistency dictates that the preceding genitive, of regeneration, is also a Genitive
of Producer, identifying regeneration as that which produces the washing, centuries of doc-
trinal conditioning have led a majority to identify the this genitive as a Genitive Of Product,
making regeneration the product of the washing, i.e., of baptism! Thus, the inconsistent
interpretation of the genitives in Tit 3.5 is visible in many of our current versions, as in the
NAU, “washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” It should be “washing by
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” Happily, the ESV, as the KJV, translate consis-
tently (if ambiguously), using the preposition of for both genitives.

ABLATIVE GENITIVES

15. Genitive Of Comparison (also Comparative Genitive, an Ablative Genitive). Usually working
in concert with a comparitive adjective, this genitive identifies the standard against which a
comparison is made, as in “you are worth more of many sparrows,” ( = “you are worth more
than many sparrows,” Mat 10.31). (also Genitive Of Comparison)

16. Genitive Of Origin (also Genitive Of Source). This genitive identifies the source from which
the nomen regens originates or upon which it depends, as in “you are a letter of Christ,” ( =
“you are a letter originating from Christ,” (2Co 3.3).

17. Genitive Of Separation. This genitive identifies that from which something is separated as in
“shake off the dust of your feet,” ( = “shake off the dust from your feet,” Mat 10.14).

VERBAL GENITIVES

18. Subjective Genitive. This genitive functions as the subject of the verbal idea implicit in the
nomen regens, as in “the coming of the Son.” The genitive Son is the subject of the verbal
idea in the noun coming (Tapovaia).

19. Objective Genitive. This genitive functions as the direct object of the verbal idea implicit in

the nomen regens, as in “blasphemy of the [Holy] Spirit” (Mat 12.31). The genitive the Spirit
is the direct object of the the verbal action implied in the noun blasphemy.

20. Plenary Genitive. This genitive can serve simultaneously as the subject and direct object of
the verbal idea contained in the nomen regens. In the phrase, “the love of Christ” (2Co 5.14),
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is Christ the one loving, or the one being loved? Wallace suggests that Paul intended both
ideas at once.

ADVERBIAL GENITIVES

21.

22

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Genitive Of Price, Value Or Quantity. This genitive specifies what was paid for the nomen
regens, or its value, as in “for you were bought of a price” (1Co 6.20, = “for you were bought,
i.e., a price was paid for you”).

. Genitive Of Time. This genitive expresses the kind of time, or time during which, the subject in-

dicated by a nomen regens or a verb, performs the action of the verb. Thus, “This [man] came
to Him of night” (Joh 3.2). The genitive of night expresses the kind of time that it was when the
man (Nicodemus) came. We might translate this kind of genitive with words like, during or at.

Genitive Of Place. This genitive indicates the place at, on or within which the verb related to
(or containing) the nomen regens occurs, as in “death of a cross” ( = “death on a cross,” Phil
2.8).

Genitive Of Means. This genitive, like the Genitive of Agency below, is rare in the Bible, since
its function is usually performed by a dative phrase. The Genitive of Means indicates the
means or instrument by which the verbal action implicit in the nomen regens, or expressed by
its related verb, is accomplished. Thus we have, “righteousness of faith” meaning “righteous-
ness by means of faith” in Rom 4.11.

Genitive Of Agency. This genitive is similar to the Genitive of Means, but denotes the personal
agent performing the action most often expressed by a verbal adjective. Thus we have “taught
of God” ( = “taught by God,” Joh 6.45; cf. 1Co 2).

Genitive Of Reference. The function of this genitive is also usually performed by a dative. It
indicates that in reference to which a verbal idea implicit in the nomen regens is true. Thus
we have, “unaccustomed of the word,” (= “unaccustomed, i.e., not skilled, with respect to
the word,” Heb 5.13).

Genitive Of Association. This genitive indicates the person or group with whom the subject
in view is associated, as in “you are fellow citizens of the saints,” ( = “you are fellow citizens
associated with [all] the saints,” Eph 2.19).

Genitive Absolute. The term Genitive Absolute refers to a kind of clause rather than to the
the specific use of a nomen rectum. It refers to a genitive clause that contains an anarthrous
participle and (normally) a substantive, both in the genitive case, and that stands grammati-
cally aloof from the rest of the sentence. The term absolute comes from the Latin word which
means “to be loosed from,” and refers to the fact that a genitive absolute clause seems to
be grammatically loosed from, or unconnected, to the rest of its sentence. Thus we have in
Joh 2.3, xal baTEPNTAVTOS 0lVou Aéyel %) unTyp Tol Incol mpog alTév, a pair of clauses
which, as a beginning Greek student, | would have tried to translate the preposition of: “and

of having run out of wine, the mother of Jesus says to Him...” What sense does “of having run
out of wine” make? However, the function of a genitive absolute is to provide background
information describing the setting of the main action. So we translate, “The wine having run
out ( = when the wine had run out), the mother of Jesus says to Him ....”
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PAUL'S PARALLEL NOMINA RECTA

When Paul uses a pair of nomina recta in parallel, i.e., in constructions following this pattern,
Noun + Gen. Noun + (optional Pronoun) + (Conj. AND/OR Prep.) + Noun + Gen. Noun

both the nomina recta are always the same kind of genitive. Thus, the nomina recta (marked in
blue above) on both sides of the conjunction or preposition are one of the following:

e a genitive of simple apposition in the greeting and benediction verses of Rom 1.7; 1Co 1.3;
2Co 1.2; Gal 1.1,3; Eph 1.2; 6.23; Phil 1.2; 2Th 1.2; 1Ti 1.1-2; 2Ti 1.2,4; Phm 1.3.

e an attributive genitive in Rom 9.33; 1Co 2.5; 2Co 6.7; Phil 2.7; 1Th 4.16; 5.5; 2Th 1.7-8,11;
2.13; Tit 3.5.

¢ an objective genitive in 1Co 4.1.

e apossessive genitive in 1Co 10.21 (2x).

The most difficult of Paul’s nomina recta pairs to categorize is the pair found in Rom 2.5:
&v nuépa dpytis xal amoxadiews Oxaloxptaiag
in [the] day of wrath and revelation of righteous judgment

The first question we must ask about this pair of nouns in regimen is whether the preposition
governs them both. Should we read this line as “in the day of wrath and in the revelation of righ-
teous judgment”? Or, should we read all the genitives as modifying the dative noun day? Should
we read the line as, “in the day of wrath, that is, in the day of the revelation of righteous judg-
ment”?

The latter approach interprets the second phrase as epexegetical of the first, but epex-

egesis is unlikely in this instance because epexegetical genitives usually appear in the following
pattern (with no conjunction):

T Aoyw Tiig aAnbelag ToU edayyediov
the word of truth, the gospel

So, if Rom 2.5 were a case of epexegesis, we would expect the words in question to run in simple
catenation without the intervening conjunction xal,

&v nuépa dpyiis tiic amoxaAliews Oxatoxploiag

Therefore, it seems that we should read the line as expressing two distinct ideas, even if they are
closely related: (1) the day of wrath, and (2) the revelation of righteous judgment. Now, looking
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again at the nomina recta, of wrath and of righteous judgment, the only possibilities for their
classification are:

1. Attributive Genitive (Hebrew Genitive)
2. Genitive Of Content

3. Genitive Of Destination/Purpose

4. Genitive Of Product

If we interpret them as both Genitives Of Product (4), the line would mean, “in the day bringing
wrath and in the revelation accomplishing justice.”

If we interpret them as both Genitives Of Purpose (3), the line would mean, “in the day purposed
for wrath and in the revelation, the purpose of which is justice.”

If we interpret them as both Genitives Of Content (2), the line would mean, “in the day full of
wrath and in the revelation full of justice.”

If we interpret them as both Attributive Genitives (1), the line would mean, “in the wrathful day
and in the justice unveiling.”*

We see that all these interpretations are possible, but none translate literally into real
clear English. So, looking back at the context of Rom 2.1-10, we see that Paul is warning stub-
born, judgmental hypocrites that they will not escape the judgment of God, and that everyone
will get their just deserts. Because of their unrepentant stubbornness, the hypocrites are storing
up wrath for themselves, and the wrath in view will become actualized “in the day of wrath and
in God’s revelation of righteous judgement.” With this context in view, it’s tempting to mix the
kinds of genitives, making the first nomen rectum a Genitive Of Product (4), and the second an
Attributive Genitive (1): “in the day bringing wrath and in the justice unveiling.” In other words,
“You hypocrites will ‘get yours’ in the day that will bring down God’s wrath, and in the unveiling
of real justice, that is, in the revelation of who has really done good, and who has unrighteously
pursued selfish ambition.”

However, since all four of the genitives listed above can work in this passage, | don’t think
we need to break the rule and make Rom 2.5 the only verse where Paul mixes two different kinds
of nomina recta. My choice is to make both nomina recta in Rom 2.5 Attributive Genitives: “in the
wrathful day and in the justice unveiling.”

THE BOTTOM LINE: The rule that Paul never mixes the kind of genitives he uses in parallel nomina
recta (as in the grammatical construction given at the beginning of this section), implies that mix-
ing of the genitives in the translation of the nomina recta of 2Th 2.13 and in Tit 3.5 is wrong (see
p. B-81).2

! With both the words wrathful and justice acting as emphatic adjectives.

2 In the case of Tit3.5, the mistranslation has damagingly implied baptismal regeneration.
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ANALYZING PREDICATE NOMINATIVES

YES

PN

Which nominative is
the subject?

Is one nominative a
pronoun, whether
stated or implied in the

verb?
l NO

Is one of the two
nominatives articular
while the other is a
proper name?

NO

N
Are both nominatives
articular?

NO

v

Is one nominative a
proper name while the
other is anarthrous
(no article) and NOT a
pronoun?

NO

Is one of the two
nominatives articular
while the other is NOT
a pronoun nor proper
name?

Is it a predicate nominative
construction?

That is, are two nominative sub-
stantives (words used as nouns)
joined by a form of the verbs: eiui,
ylvopat, or Umapyw, OR a passive
form of an identifying verb like: €i-
OV, XaAEw, AEYw, TixTw or elploxw?
(The verb can be stated or implied.)

Y The pronounis
the subject.

Examples: Matthew
3.17; John 6.35; 8.12.

the subject.

the subject.

The proper

Both nominatives have
Y equal priority; word
_’ .
order may determine

Both nominatives have
Y  equal priority; word
_’ .
order may determine

L » NO

The clause prob-
ably does not
include a predi-
cate nominative.

The Semantic
Relationship

Is the other
. . Y
nominative a R
proper name or

Convertible Proposi-
tion: the substantives
are interchangeable.

articular?
' V' -_~
'NO
1
1
1
. E.g., John8.39;20.31
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Example: John 15.1
1
1
1 E.g., Luke
: 1.18; Gala-
Ltens 18 | Subset Proposition:

y

name is the
subject.

—

The articular
) nominative is

Examples: Luke 11.30; g
James 5.17.

the predicate nomi-
native describes the
class to which the
subject belongs.

Examples: John 1.1; 4.24;
Philippians 2.13; 1John 4.8.

PN

Mark 2.28;

the subject.

Flow chart based on the explanations given in Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar beyond

the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament, (Zondervan, 1996).
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COMPARING THREE VERBS OF KNOWING

YIVWoK oloa

learn

be familiar with . remember
recognize
acknowledge honor
understand
have sexual intercourse know how to

make known

yvwpilw
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