PRONUNCIATION
Alphabet

Diphthongs

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 1

VERB TENSES
Present

VOCABULARY
) AKOUW : :
) ) Diphthongs are marked in
QKNKOQUEV blue, consonants with a dif-
arayyEAAW ferent pronunciation in red.
AarayyEAAOUEV
eipl
nv
EXW
Exnte

Future :
Aorist

Imperfect
Perfect
Pluperfect

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon ¢

wn, Ag, A
'Inoob XpLotol

va

Kowwvia, ag, n
Aoyog, ou, O

o, ), 10

0¢pOaApnog, ob,
natRp, matpog,
viog, ol, 0

dbavepo

Middle: Subject acts upon self

£pavepwOn

1 JOHN 1.1

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

)
0

w

Singular

Plural

DEFINITE ARTICLES

Mas. Fem. Neu.
Nominative 6 TO
Accusative  TOV TO
Genetive ~ TOU TOV
Dative TW TW
Nominative ~ OL TA
Accusative TOUS TA
Genetive TV TWY
Dative TOLS TOLS

MOOD

Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands

Subjunctive: Expresses Hope 4

PRACTI

CAL APPLICATION




—

VOCABULARY

) aiwviog, ia, ov

P aUToC, avth, avTo
0go¢, 0b, O
opaw

PRONUNCIATION
Alphabet
Diphthongs
VERB TENSES
Present
Future :
Aorist
Imperfect :
Perfect . ---emeeeeeeee- > ¢
Pluperfect . ------mommmm- >|
VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

EWPAKOLUEV

NT GREEK 1JOHN: LESSON 2

1 JOHN 1.2-6

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

» MASCULINE NOUN

CASE
¢ I3
Nominative (0] XO'YOS

Accusative TOV )\(')'YOV
Genetive TOV X(’)'YOU

Singular

MOOD

Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility

g Dative T )\(')'y(*)

. . b3
Adyog, ou, O 2 . ’
p.aptupéw Nominative oL Adyol

paptupodpev 5 Mewie Tous  AGyous
pETA £ Geeie  TY  AGY@V
0, N, T0: definite article, the paive  ToLg  AQYOLS
nepl o~
TPOG
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1)JOHN LESSON 2B
THE KOINE GREEK CASE SYSTEM

Greek nouns, pronouns, adjectives and participles have case. Case is a feature of these kinds of words that tells us how they function in a sen-
tence. In reading the Greek New Testament, we generally work with only four cases:

1. Nominative: This case means the word indicates the subject of the action.

2. Accusative: This case means the word indicates the direct object.

3. Genitive: This case means that the item indicated by the word has a certain quality or belongs to someone or something.
4. Dative: This case means the word indicates the direct object.

However, the genitive case is sometimes divided according to two functions (though the forms of the words are identical):

1. Genitive: Indicating quality or possession.
2. Ablative: Indicating separation or movement away from something.

Likewise, the dative case is sometimes divided according to three functions (though the forms of the words are identical):

1. Dative: Indicating the indirect object.
2. Locative: Indicating the location, sphere or destination of something.
3. Instrumental: Indicating the means or cause of something.

There is also a fifth case that appears often in the NT, called the Vocative case. If a word is in the vocative case, it indicates the person(s) or
thing(s) being addressed. Examples of words in the vocative case are:

Tekvia children, 1Jo 2.1

TIOTEPECG fathers, 1Jo 2.13

nadia young children, 1Jo 2.18
adeldol brothers, 1Jo 3.13

KUPLE Lord, Rev 7.14; 11.17; etc.
oupaveé Heaven, Rev 18.20

In each of these instances, the noun in the vocative case indicates the person(s) or thing(s) being addressed by the speaker.

For now, we need not worry about the Vocative case, because it is pretty easy to spot by context. Nor will we worry (for now) about
the distinctions made between different kinds of Genitives and different kinds of Datives. For now, we need only learn the general meaning
of the four cases given above, and begin to recognize their distinctive endings. The case endings for a masculine noun like Adyog are given on
the preceding page.

Here’s a simple example of how the Greek cases would work in an English sentence:

Hey, Mom, Bob kicked that ball of mine for a goal!

Vocative Nominative Accusative Genitive Dative



VOCABULARY

alpa, aTog, IO
aAnBewa, ag, n
OLLOPTAVW

PRONUNCIATION
Alphabet
Diphthongs
VERB TENSES
Present
Future :
Aorist . 4
Imperfect
Perfect . mmmmememeeas >
Pluperfect L mmmemmemeee- >|
VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

apapTNTE
apaptia, ag, n
AAARAwV
EXW

EXOUEV
koOapilw
OMOAOYEW
TLEPLITATEW
mAavaw

b&¢, pwtag, 6

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 3

1JOHN 1.7-10

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

CONJUNCTIONS
A va
O¢ Kot
oY, oTL

WG
NEGATIONS
oV, ovuy, ou§

14

MOOD

Indicative: Indicates <

Imperative: Commands

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility 4

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 3B




PRONUNCIATION
Alphabet

Diphthongs

VERB TENSES

Present
Future :

Aorist

Imperfect
Perfect . mmmmememeeas >
Pluperfect L mmmemmeeee- >|

VOICE

Active: Subject does action 4

Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

VOCABULARY

ayann, ng, i
YWWWOKW
ypadw
dikatog, aia, ov
€vtoAn, ig, N
tAaopadg, ob, 0
KOGHOG, OU, O
Afyw

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 4

1JOHN 2.1-7

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

pHovov, n, ov
OAOG, n, oV
NPEW
NPOUEV
TEKVIOV, OV, TO

Yedotng, ov, 0

) REGULAR VERB
(PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE)

Aéyw
Aéyeig
Aéyel

Aéyopev
AéyeTe
Aéyouoiv

MOOD

Indicative: Indicates <
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




Singular

Plural

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Mas.

The Relative Pronoun

who, that

whom, that
whose, of whom

to whom

who, that
whom, that
whose, of whom

to whom

WV

which, that

which, that
of which

to which

which, that

which, that

of which

OLS to which

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 4B



PRONUNCIATION
Alphabet

Diphthongs

VERB TENSES
Present

VOCABULARY

adeAdog, ol, 0

Future }
Aorist

Imperfect
Perfect . mmmmememeeae >
Pluperfect L mmmemmemeee- >|

VOICE

Active: Subject does action 4
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 5

1JOHN 2.8-14

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

MOOD

Indicative: Indicates <
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility

adinp
adswvrat » REGULAR VERB
VWVWOKW (PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE)
EYVWKOULEV
KOUWVOG, R, OV (Adj.: See top of p. B-19) HEVW
HEVW MEVEIG
ovopa, atog, 10 HEVEL
okavéalov, ou, TO
okotia, ag, N Hevopev
baivw MEVETE
daive Mévouoiv
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 5B

_vmwmojm_ Pronouns

3rd Pers. Fem. 3rd Pers. Mas. 2nd Person First Person

3rd Pers. Neut.

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Singular

EYW

€LE, |LE
€|LOV, |LOV
€LOL, [LoL

ov
e
oov
ooL

avToS
avTov
avTov
aUVTQ

avTn
avTnv
avTns
avT

avTo
avTo
avTov
AvVTQ

Plural

e

npeLs
npas
Hpwy

e

N

ULLELS
Vpas
VULV
VLY

avToL
avTOVUS
avTOV
avToLS

avTat
avTas
avTOV
avTaLs

avTa
avTa
avTo
avToLS



NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 6

1JOHN 2.15-21
PRONUNCIATION o VOCABULARY Coderick Graciane
Alphabet Timothy Ministries
Ayonaw 2013-2014
Diphthongs . s . l
aiwv, ai®vog, 0
ahatoveia, ag, 1 REGULAR VERB
VERB TENSES avtixplotog, ov, o (PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE)
Biog, ou, 0
Present < .
Future : gav ayorndw, ayanw
Aorist . embupia, ag, QLY QUTTALELG, ALY OUTTLALG
Imperfect | £€oxarog, éoxAtn, Eoxotov ayandet, dyond
Perfect B > 0éAnua, artog, To
Pluperfect B —— >| undé QY OLTIALOLLEV, AYOLTIWUEV
méig, Téica , v QyOAETE, AYQTATE
o w Gyamaou oLy, Ayanwaotv
VOICE ;
notwv
Active: Subject does action ¢ wpa, ag, n Verbs ending in -ew and -aw are
Passive: Subject acted upon normally used in contracted forms.
Middle: Subject acts upon self
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
MOOoD
Indicative: Indicates <

Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility




Singular

Plural

The lrregular Verb eLpLL

1st Pers.
2nd Pers.

3rd Pers.

1st, Pers.
2nd Pers.

3rd Pers.

Present
elpl
€l
€oTLY

Future

€oopLat
€om
€oTal

€oodpeda
€oeoBe
ECOVTAL

Imperfect
Ul
ns/Moba
nv
Nuev/Mueda
NTe
fnoav

Subjunctive Infinitive

0 elvat
T,lg Optative
M €ln
OLEV

NTé

QOOLY

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 6B



PRONUNCIATION
Alphabet

Diphthongs

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 7

—

VERB TENSES
Present

Future :
Aorist

Imperfect
Perfect

VOCABULARY

aioyuvopalt
ApVEOOL
YEVVAW
SL6AaoKw
nayyEAopon

ETOLYVELAOLTO -------vmmmrmmmmmmnannaans
HEVW

HEVETW
HEUEVAKELOOV

Pluperfect

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

oida
noppnoia, ag, n
nopovoia, ag, n
Xpeia, ag, f

1JOHN 2.22-29

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

el » altoc énnyyeilato

PRONOMINAL EMPHASIS

NUELC QYOI KOLUEV
a0TOC RYAMNOEV
NUELC Ol6apEV
nueic 0dpeilopev
NUELC EOUEV

nueic teBeapeda
NUELC EYVWKOAUEV

oida is used in the NT exclusively in the perfect
and pluperfect forms, the former with a present
sense, and the latter with an imperfect sense.

MOOD

Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands 4

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 7B

Demonstrative Pronouns

Singular

Plural

Singular

Plural

This
Nominative
Accusative

Genetive

Dative

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative

That

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative

Nominative
Accusative
Genetive

Dative

Masculine

oUTOS
TOUTOV
TOUTOU
TOUTQ

ovTOL
TOUTOUS
TOUTQV
TOUTOLS

€KELVOS
€KELVOV
€KELVOV
EKELVW

€KELVOL
€KELVOUS
EKELVWV
€KELVOLS

Feminine
avTn
TAVTNV

TAVTNS
TavTY

avTal
TAVTAS
TOUTWV
TAVTALS

€EKELYN
EKELVV
EKELYNS
EKELVT

€KELVaL
€KELVAS
EKELVWV
€EKELVALS

Neuter

TOUTO
TOUTO
TOUTOV
TOUTQ

TAavTA
TAavTAa
TOVTWY
TOUTOLS

€KELVO
€KELVO
€KELVOV
€EKELVW

€KELva
€KELVa
EKELVWV
€KELVOLS



PERSON & NUMBER

VOCABULARY

Singular Plural
1st l We ayvilw
2nd You You ayvog, i, ov
3rd He, She, It They dvouia, ac, f]
: VWWOKW,
VERB TENSES Eyvw,
EYVWKOUEV
Present . .
Future | GEQBOAOC; ov, 0
Aorist p Sidwpy,
Imperfect 6€60kev
Perfect . > 4 éAnig, ibog, N
Pluperfect .- >| opaw,
oyoueda
EWPOAKEV
Mmoop i6ete

Indicative: Indicates «

Imperative: Commands ¢
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility

OMoL0G, opola, OpoLov
TLOTATLOG, TLOTOTIV, TLOTAIIOV

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 8

1JOHN 3.1-8

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

PerfAct/
AorPas/-lu

Other
Mid/Pas

Pres/Fut/2AorAct

1AorAct

INFINITIVES

neputatsiv (1Jo 2.6)
apaptavewy (1Jo 3.9)
ayarndv (1Jo 4.11,20)

Baotaooal (Rev 2.2)

glval (1Jo 2.9)
O€ivar (1Jo 3.16)

vevéoOal (Rev 1.1)

VOICE

Active: Subject does action «
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 8B

INFINITIVES

An infinitive is a verbal noun, which in English is normally identical with the dictionary entry form of a verb
(the first person, present, singular active) and expressed with the preposition to, as in to walk. Generally,
when we read a Greek infinitive in the NT, we translate it just that way, with the preposition to. In Greek,
infinitives, though functioning as a sort of noun, don’t really have gender, but when they are used with an
article, they always take the neuter article, as in 10 maBelv, literally, the to-suffer, (Acts 1.3). Infinitives in
the NT are often used to “set the stage.” i.e., to explain the circumstances surrounding the main action of a
clause. In Acts 1.3, Luke says that Jesus “showed Himself,” but the circumstances were “after” (peta) His “to
suffer” (10 maBeiv).

What | really like about Greek infinitives is that they’re easy to spot because they only have four end-
ings: €w, at, voi and oBat. Which of the four endings an infinitive uses depends upon whether it is active or
passive, and whether it is present, future, aorist or perfect tense. BUT, for now, all you have to do is memorize
the four endings and you’ll always be able to recognize an infinitive in the NT text! Okay, there are always
exceptions to the rule. For the verb to love, ayamndw, the infinitive, ayamnely, contracts to ayandv in which the
epsilon and iota in the €lv shrink to an alpha with an iota subscript. But trust me, memorize v, at, vol and
oBat and you’ll (almost) always be able to spot a Greek infinitive!

One more thing about infinitives: when they have an object, that object is always put in the accusa-
tive case. A great example is in 1John 3.16: “we ought to lay down our lives....” where the infinitive is “to lay
down” and the object (the thing laid down) is “lives.” In the Greek, “lives” (“souls”) is in the accusative case:
tag Ppuxag Ogivar.



PERSON & NUMBER

VOCABULARY

ayyeAia, ag, i
Sdwkatoolvn, NG, A
Suvapoal
Oavartog, ovu, O
Oavualw
Oavpadete
KolOwg
MeTABaivw

Singular Plural
1st I We ¢
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They

VERB TENSES

Present

Future }

Aorist

Imperfect

Perfect ) > ¢

Pluperfect .- >|
MOOD

Indicative: Indicates 4

Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility

HETABEPAKOAUEV
MLOEW
MLOEL
OTMEPHQA, ATOG, TO
opalw
godalev
davepog, davepa, pavepov

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 9

1JOHN 3.9-14

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

2013-2014
» ADJECTIVES
Mas. Fem. Neu.
N davepdg davepa dbavepov
A avepov  davepav  davepov
G ¢avepold davepag Pavepold
D davepw  davepa  davepw
N ¢avepolt  davepai davepa
A ¢avepols davepdag davepa
G davepdv  Pavepv  davepiv
D d¢avepoic davepais davepoig

VOICE

Active: Subject does action «

Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 9B

PARSING VERBS

To parse a verb means to identify the verb’s form, and thereby its function in the sentence. A common way to parse a GNT verb is to give its:

1.

uihwnN

6.

Person: 1st, 2nd or 3rd

Number: Singular or Plural

Tense: Present, Imperfect, Future, Aorist, Perfect or Pluperfect

Mood: Indicative, Imperative, Subjunctive or Optative (sometimes Infinitive is given in place of mood)
Voice: Active, Passive or Middle

The lexical form (the form of the word you would look up in a dictionary or lexicon)

Thus, for the verb petaBepnkapev that appearsin 1 John 3.14, we would parse it by saying that it is the 1st person plural, perfect indicative ac-
tive, of petaPaivw (to pass over). Therefore, in this instance the verb indicates that a plural subject (we) have at some point in the past, actively
passed over from the sphere of death to the sphere of life, with a continuing effect seen in the fact that we love our brothers.

BibleWorks parses in a different order: Mood, Tense, Voice, Person, Number. The order you choose isn’t important, but it is helpful to

get into the habit of parsing in the same order all the time so you’ll remember to include all 6 elements.

ADJECTIVES

Greek adjectives, like the article, agree with the nouns which they modify in number, gender and case. On the preceding page, see how the
endings of the adjective ¢pavepog change according to number, gender and case.

Sometimes, an adjective stands alone in instances where a noun is only implied. For example, in 1 John 2.7, etc., John used Ayanntoi,

Beloved (vocative case), to mean Beloved ones.

In a more controversial example, Paul used the adjectival phrase t0 téAelov, the perfect, but did not specify the perfect what (1 Corin-

thians 13.10)! In a closely related passage, Ephesians 4.13, Paul spoke of an dvSpa téAelov, a masculine phrase meaning perfect man, implying
that his neuter phrase, T0 TéAelov, was his way of speaking of the idea of maturity itself. In other words, 16 téAelov in 1 Corinthians 13.10 does
not imply a following noun, but serves as the noun itself: maturity. The immediate context supports this idea. In 1 Corinthians 13.11, Paul con-
tinued, “When | was a child, etc.; when | became a man, | did away with childish things.”



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We
2nd You You

VOCABULARY

AvOpwIOKIOVOoG, oU, O
YAdooa, ne, A

3rd  He, She, It {-I They Bewpiw
Oswpi
TENSE KAsiw
Present < KAeion
Future | AauB(wi
Aorist P
Imperfect | H ,
Perfect : > HEVOouoav
Pluperfect : >| odeilw
odeilopev
PARTICIPLE omAdyxvov, ou, 10
TNt
o M_OOD £Onkev
Indicative: Indicates ~
O€ival

Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility 4

Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

Yuxn, iig, N

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 10

1JOHN 3.15-24

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

NEGATIONS

oU and oU8€ with Indicative.

KA and UASG€  with Imperative and
Subjunctive, Infinitive
and Participle.

Two negatives don’t make a positive!

oU (or o0 Mn)) in questions expecting
an affirmative answer.

KA in questions expecting a negative
answer (see Luke 6.39).

PROHIBITIONS
M + Aorist Subjunctive = Don’t start....
(e.g. Rev. 7.3;10.4; 22.10).
|,u‘| + Present Imperative = Stop doing...
(e.g. Revelation 5.5).

VOICE

Active: Subject does action ¢
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 10B

PARSING PARTICIPLES

A participle is a verbal adjective, usually translated as a verb ending in -ing. For the verb LEVW (remaining), for example, the participle HEVWV
would translate as remaining. As an adjective, such a participle would normally modify a noun, as in “the remaining doughnut.” However, in the

Greek OT and NT, participles often only imply their referent. Therefore, the masculine LEVWV can stand alone to mean, “the remaining man,” the
feminine uévouoa can stand alone to mean, “the remaining woman,” and the neuter uévov can stand alone to mean, “the remaining thing.”

Remember that to parse a verb we give its:

uikhwNpE

Person: 1st, 2nd or 3rd

Number: Singular or Plural

Tense: Present, Imperfect, Future, Aorist, Perfect or Pluperfect

Mood: Indicative, Imperative, Subjunctive or Optative (sometimes Infinitive is given in place of mood)
Voice: Active, Passive or Middle

Lexical Form (the form of the word you would look up in a dictionary or lexicon)

Because a participle is a verbal adjective, it has characteristics of both a verb and an adjective. Therefore, to parse a participle, we must give its:

1.

oukwnN

7.

Verbal Form = Participle

Tense: Present, Imperfect, Future, Aorist, Perfect or Pluperfect

Voice: Active, Passive or Middle

Case: Nominative, Accusative, Genitive or Dative

Gender: Masculine, Feminine or Neuter

Number: Singular or Plural

Lexical Form (the form of the word you would look up in a dictionary or lexicon)

So, to parse a participle like, piévouoav (1 John 3.15), we would say it is a: Participle, Present, Active, Accusative, Feminine, Singular of HEVW.
See if you can find Hévouaoawv in the paradigm below for the Present Participle Active of HEVW:

Mas. Fem. Neu.
N HéEVwv HEvouoa HEVOV
S A Hévovia pévouoav Hévov
E° G MEvovtog HEvouang HEvovTOog
“ D uévovt névouon pévovti
N uHévovteg pnévouaoalt HévovTta
T A HéEvovtag Hévouoag HEvovTa
Z G HEVOVTWV HEVOUOWV HéVoVTwY
D pMévouoli(v) Hévouoaig HEvouaoi(v)



PERSON & NUMBER
Singular Plural

1st | We
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They

TENSE

Present

Future |
Aorist

Imperfect |

VOCABULARY
avtiyplotog, ou, 0
1A tolTo
dokipaiw
EpxXopoLL

€AnAvOota

£€Epyopan
€€eAnAVOacLY

Perfect . > 4
Pluperfect . >|

AoAEw

HEyag, HEYOAN, HEYQL
peilwv

VIKALW

PARTICIPLE <

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

VEVIKAKOLTE

ToTELW

nvelpa, atog, To
TOAUG, TTOAAR, TTOAU
Yevdonpodntng, ou, 0

NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 11

1JOHN 4.1-21

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2013-2014

PHRASES IN 1 JOHN

ayan®puev AAAAAOUG
ar’ apxig

NPOG TOV MATEPQL

S todto

gi¢ v {wnv

€K To0 KOGHOU

€k tol matpog

€k Ttol0 movnpoi

€V TOUTW YWWOKWHEV
n ayann tod Ogol
KaOw¢ €0tV

0 ulog tob B0l

o Epya atod

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




NT GREEK: 1JOHN LESSON 11B

THOUGHTS ON SYNTAX

Syntax (oUv, with + tdoow, arrange) is the study of a language’s rules for how words must fit together in phrases, clauses and sentences. Interest-
ingly, word order in Koine Greek is much less important than it is in English for conveying meaning, but certain rules for word order still preside.

For example, in Koine Greek, there are certain words that cannot appear first in a clause or sentence. Such words are called Postpositives,
and they include yap, y€, 8¢, oOv and t€. These words generally appear second in a clause (though they can occur later in the word order), but they
are usually translated first. Thus, 1 John 1.7 reads: €av &€ €v @ PwTtl mepmat®pev.... Literally, the word order is: If but in the light we walk.... We
translate the Postpositive &6¢ first, though, and translate, But if we walk in the light....

More important than the rules for word order are the rules for what forms of words can go together. These are the rules of Agreement
(also called Concord). Verbs must agree in person and number with their subject. Adjectives must agree with their antecedent noun or pronoun
in number, gender and case.

An interesting topic of syntax is that of phraseology: what phrases have become common or standardized just because people like to use
them? Certain words are commonly put together just because it’s the way speakers have hit upon for expressing a certain idea. Sometimes a
phrase becomes idiomatic and therefore should not be read with a wooden literalness. For example, the word arrangements of some prepositional
phrases are not to be read as though literally referring to spatial or physical reality. For example, the phrase €k To0 natpog, should not be read out
of the Father as if something is spatially being extracted from the father. Rather the phrase usually means belonging to the father, or originating
from the father (in a spiritual or moral sense).

It is syntax, i.e., the way an individual author likes to phrase things, that distinguishes one NT author from another stylistically. John likes to
use different phrases than Paul or Peter. It’s also syntax that distinguishes NT Greek (Koine) from classical Greek. This stands to reason since in the
constant evolution of language, we now use different phrases to express things than did our grandparents. This phenomenon underscores the fact
that truly learning a language involves learning not just words but phrases. If you want to sound like a native speaker, you will learn their phrasing
and eventually even their figures of speech.
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1JOHN 5.1-21

PERSON & NUMBER . .
VOCABULARY Roderick Graciano
Singular Plural Timothy Ministries
1st ! We adukia 2013-2014
2nd You You aitéw .
3rd  He, She, It They . lval CLAUSES
aitiosl
attwpeda The conjunction tval is normally used in
TENSE . purpose clauses (also called final claus-
ATAKOMUEV . | e the subiuncti
Present ) ' es), i.e., clauses using the subjunctive
Future | attnua, Tog, To mood that state the purpose for some-

) he ta U thing. In such clauses, lva means in or-

Aorist Bapug, €la, 0 & )
) der that, but often translates simply as
Imperfect | YEVvaw that.
Perfect . > : “
Pluperfect S| Yeyevvntat In non-purpose clauses, Lval is
) YEvvnoavta often equivalent to &TL. In these clauses,
VEVEVVNHEVOV va introduces an indirect statement or
PARTICIPLE , , discourse, and means that.
£pWTAW
, . Sometimes, (vat introduces
EPWTNOC !

L. AA_OOD , pwTnon . clauses in apposition, i.e., clauses de-
Indicative: Indicates TIOTLG, EWG, N scribing equivalent ideas or actions. In
Imperative: Commands TéKVOV, 0V, TO 1John 5.3, va tells us that “the love of
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility God” = “keeping His commandments.”
Optative: Expresses A Wish

[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION
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VERB TENSES IN 1 JOHN

Remember that verb tenses are the key to John’s arguments in 1John. When John says, “everyone born of God does not sin” (5.18), the present
tense tells us he means that born again people don’t continue in a life of sin. Likewise when he says “no one who sins ... knows Him” (3.6), the
present participle tells us John means that anyone continuing a sinful lifestyle hasn’t yet come to truly know Christ. Similarly, when John says, “We
know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren” (3.14), the present tense of the verb to love tells us that only a
continuing love of the brothers can give us assurance of our salvation; a few random good deeds don’t count. In fact, the verb tenses in 1John help
us understand that John is not particularly interested in a momentary lapse into sin, nor in a momentary act of righteousness; it is the continuing
habit of life that reveals whether we have been born again or not.

Speaking of being “born again,” here are the forms of the verb yevvaw, to become or beget, in John’s gospel and first epistle:

Present Imperfect Future  Future Pas. Aorist Act. Aorist Pas. Perfect Pas. Pluperfect

Singular
1st YEYEVvnHaL

2nd €yevvnong
3rd eyevvnon YEYEvvVNTOL

Plural
1st
2nd
3rd YyeyevRpedQ

Indicative

Singular
1st

2nd

3rd Yevvion yevvnOii

Plural
1st
2nd
3rd

Subjunctive

Imperative
Infinitive YevvnOivou
Participle YevvnOeig YEYEVVNHUEVOG

YEVVRoavTa YEYEVVNHEVOV
YEYEVVNHEVOU




