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0é consider a dialogue (based loosely on a real-life exchange) between a high school teacher and her student Elizabeth.
The teacher instructs her class, 0Welcome, students. This is the prst day of class, and so | want to lay down some
ground rules. First, since no one has the truth about morality, you should be open-minded to the opinions of your
fellow students.6

The teacher recognizes the raised hand of Elizabeth, who asks, 0lf nobody has the truth, isnit that a good reason
for me not to listen to my fellow students? After all, if nobody has the truth, why should I waste my time listen-
ing to other people and their opinions? Whatds the point? Only if somebody has the truth does it make sense to
be open-minded. Donit you agree?d

ONo, I dondt. Are you claiming to know the truth? Isnt that a bit arrogant and dogmatic?6

ONot at all. Rather | think itds dogmatic as well as arrogant to assert that no single person on earth knows the truth.
After all, have you met every person in the world and quizzed them exhaustively? If not, how can you make such
a claim? Also, | believe it is actually the opposite of arrogance to say that I will alter my opinions to pt the truth
whenever and wherever | pnd it. And if I happen to think that | have good reason to believe | do know the truth
and would like to share it with you, why wouldndt you listen to me? Why would you automatically discredit my
opinion before it is even uttered? I thought we were supposed to listen to everyoneds opinion.é This should prove to
be an interesting semester.6 Another student blurts out, 0Ainét that the truth,6 provoking the class to laughter.6 ™
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