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Reproof and Redemption of Cities in
Antiquity
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Not A Call to Inner-City Ministry
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Not A Call to Political Activism
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Not A Criticism of Suburban Living
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For a depnition of City, see Appendix 1.

I will use a capital C to designate the greater Church of the city, and generally use lower case to designate individual local
churches.

Hebrew = iyr.

I use the three-letter bible book abbreviations, sans period, utilized by the BibleWorks program. Biblical quotations are
generally from the NIV unless otherwise indicated.

Culture: the interwoven fabric of knowledge, beliefs, values, and practices that both characterize a group and are transmitted
by that group to their biological or social heirs.
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Far be it from you to do such a thing /A to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?6 (Gen 18.25)
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¢ That God responded by scattering the Babelites (Gen 11.9), supports the idea that their centralization was at least part of the
offense.
" JOE, Ant, 1.110-114.
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0You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and

died overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand
from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?6 (Jonah 4.10,11)
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For Zionts sake | will not keep silent, for Jerusalemés sake | will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out
like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.
The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glorye
As a young man marries a maiden, so will your sons marry youe

You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest,
and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth.®
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8 1Ki 8.29.

% Cf.Psa48.1,2; Lam 2.15.
©Rom 11.29.

1sa 60.13; Eze 43.7.
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oethe Jewseare rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city.6
oeif this city is builtethe royal revenues will suffer.6

o€you will pnd this city is a rebellious citye&o

oeif this city is builté&you will be left with nothing&6
0€this city has a long history of revolt&o |:| I:I |:| |:| D
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0Why should my face not look sad when the citye€lies in ruins&?4 (Neh 2.3)
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12 And also as Hephzibah, 0My Delight6 (Isa 62.4), and YHWH Tsidkenu, 6The Lord Our Righteousnessé (Jer 33.16).
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Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 6May those who love you be secure. May there be peace within your walls and
security within your citadels.6 For the sake of my brothers and friends, | will say, 0Peace be within you.6 For the
sake of the house of the Lord our God, | will seek your prosperity.
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Mat 11.20 Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been performed,
because they did not repent. 21 6\Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth
and ashes. 22 But | tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for
you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths. If
the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this
day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.6
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Mat 23.37 00 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who Kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often
I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing.

0ooooo



N A M M M W)
Tewxsvirk xI'1 Rexisrw

I 0 1 o I A A A
N T A A W
0 0 A M M A M [ mn{
O 0 A O
100I0coo00000I0NO00DOOImo0odnD

In that day pve cities in Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the LORD Almighty.
One of them will be called the City of Destruction. (Isa 19.18)
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] ] ] DD D DDD Isa 25.1 O LORD, you are my God; | will exalt you and

praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done
marvelous things, things planned long ago. 2 You have

D ] ] D [ D D D D D :| DD made the city a heap of rubble, the fortiped town a ruin,
the foreignersdstronghold a city no more; it will never be
rebuilt. 3 Therefore strong peoples will honor you; cities
— of ruthless nations will revere you.
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06Well done, my good servant!dhis master replied. 6Because
you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take
charge of ten cities.d (Luk 19.17)
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18 [This passage is about the future conversion of Egyptian people.] Erlandsson (p. 78), following Kissane, understands it in this
way and sees in the pve cities an allusion to the original conquest of Canaan by the Israelites. After the capture of Jericho and
Ai by Joshuais forces, their prst great victory was over the kings of pve important Canaanite cities, namely Jerusalem, Hebron,
Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon (Josh 10). This victory led to the conquest of the whole country. So, Kissane and Erlandsson
maintain, the spiritual conquest of Egypt outlined in vv.19-22 starts with the conversion of pve cities promised in v.18. This
interpretation not only pts the context perfectly but would also furnish a further example of allusion to the Exodus-Conquest
period that is such a feature of this oracle.

What then is othe City of Destruction6? The Hebrew ir haheres seems like a play on € the Hebrew equivalent of Heliopolis,
the City of the Sun. The latter is actually read in some of the ancient sources of the text. If so, then, the conversion of the
people of this stronghold of sun worship is perhaps treated as a major victory, decisive enough and signipcant enough as a
great act of destruction at the time of the Conquest. (Gaebelein, Frank E., Ed.; The Expositor Bible Commentary (Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1990, Electronic text hypertexted and prepared by OakTree Software, Inc.))
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Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
€& you will be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy;
€ to you € all € will come € proclaiming the praise of the Lorb.
Foreigners will rebuild your walls &
Your gates will always stand open, they will never be shut, day or night &
& and | will glorify the place of my feet.
€ | will make peace your governor and
righteousness your ruler.
€& you will call your walls Salvation and
your gates Praise.
& the Lorp will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory.
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4 No wonder Paul taught that 6godliness is proptable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also the life
to comed (1Tim. 4.8).

15 Cf. 2Tim. 2.12; Rev. 5.10; 20.4.

16 The Greek word translated rule in Rev 2.27 is actually the verb to shepherd or to pastor.
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1. City Transformation Deyned
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17 This is not the prst revelation of someone marrying a city: Isa 62.5.
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8 Thankfully, we have already renounced, by public Mayoral proclamation, our past persecution of Chinese immigrant
workers.
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9 In fact, future ministry strategies will probably involve concerted outreach and service to subcommunities in our larger cities,
rather than to the whole city at once. The natural subcommunities in which this should occur are the cityds school districts.
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D[ DD][ [DD 2. The Biblical Mandate for City

Transformation
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This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those | carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:
oBuild houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; pnd
wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase
in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into
exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.6 (Jer. 29.4-7)
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loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke &
to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter i when you see the naked, to
clothe him, and not to turn away from your own yesh and blood € [to] do away with the yoke of oppression, with
the pointing pnger and malicious talk, and € spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of
the oppressed € (Isa 58.6-10).
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Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will
go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;
you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. € then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will
become like the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.
Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer
of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. (Isa 58.8-12; see also Isa 61.4)
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3. Recognize The City As The Cultural Pillar

(N O A W W A

O O
0 o A m n{ W  mA
O A o A
Y O o



] o

8 o [
O M
Oo0oooiiintoboboibboooobdboooo
0UOMoioibooboitnaibibioidiiDar
00000INOooOomioao
QUoMoopibmoibiiooooooo
0 A
J000DOoor 0o boubot door booooiiooo
I00IN00T Uool bolorioo ool foortooom
QiffodoitriIobDoooibmoibooomao
I B
N I A R 0 A | m (A [
L1000l0o0IoooIuolbuoitilbooioubon
00 0
1 0 O
Ol0boIitbiromibomibirbiuiiioon
ID0DOLIN0DDOndilDoDoboimiono
I A A
(D00 Uii0Ioidbubiionoootooo

0 A o 0 | W W W O
A e A o W W W R W R e
1

3 M ] T T (A (AN

0 I A . o
8

0 0 o
]
I 0 T o A

I A
QUooboioibrdoibootoooiioo
O O o O O | W | [
OOoooIooroobolotiioooiIotbuboooo
(i0DDoDiCoLOoiiiduiinbood oo
8 A
]
O N
00X O000I0I0NOidioioooudon
O A A I B AR
U000 iDiotititrdobotioOoo
O o e
N
I 0 A
QibOitoooborubooodiiboiobomtioool oo
A O
Oif000ibUiitiobordooooonuinlod0
(000000oo0aobomooa

Hoobion

Efwsviirk Gypxyvi
Ex Wxevfygow



00000I000000001000000000
4. Minister To The City As A Corporate Entity®
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Luke 10.8 0When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat |:| D |:| D ]D |:| D

what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell — -
them, 6The kingdom of God is near you.§ 10 But when you
enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and
say, 11 6Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet
we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom

of God is near.d 12 | tell you, it will be more bearable on
that day for Sodom than for that town.
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20 In this treatise, undergirding prayer for every spiritual endeavor is assumed. | have been unable to disprove John Wesleyds
claim that 0God does nothing but in answer to prayer,6 and so take it as my working assumption. In Pierce County, Washington,
we are blessed to have a growing network of laypersons called to the ministry of intercession for our cities and county. The
Pastors of our county have also long recognized that the only way to Unbreak the Church (principle 5 in this treatise) is to
pray for and with one another.
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In antiquity one could hardly separate the social from reli-
gious facets of society. It was unacceptable for members of
the Greek cities that the Jews wanted to live as members of
the civil society of a city, but did not want to fulpll religious

duties, such as the veneration of the gods of the city (cf.
Jos. Antig. 11:125f ; Ap. 11:65, 79 ). The refusal to honour
the gods of the people amongst whom they lived caused

the Gentiles to consider the Jews to be oirreligiousé (Jos.
Ap. 11:148, 291).2
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2L Consider Rev. 2.13.
22 du Toit, A.; The New Testament Milieu (hbnt.3.1191) (Halfway House, Orion, 1998).
2z Consider Mat. 12.43-45.
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5. Unbreak The Church?
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24 dWisdom makes one wise man more powerful than ten rulers in a cityd (Ecc 7.19). 0Wisdom is better than strength € wisdom
is better than weapons of war6 (Ecc 9.14-18).

% In Pierce County, Washington, we have long recognized the Altar-Temple-Wall principle: Prayer (The Altar) must lead to
authentic relationship within the church (The Temple) before we can effectively reach out to the unbelieving community
(The Wall). With regard to the City Transformation vision, we have summarized the steps as (1) Transformation Prayer, (2)
Authentic Relationship, and (3) Anointed Activism. Prayer for City Transformation and Authentic Relationship within the
greater Church must occur before we launch into Anointed Activism in the secular community. The fact that | present Unbreak
The Church as principle 5 in this treatise does not imply that principle 5 is a 6step6 that can wait until webve done the other 4.
On the contrary, a degree of unity within the greater Church of the city must occur before we properly think about the other
four principles A and the unity of the greater Church must continue to increase as we launch into the Anointed Activism of
principle 4.
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| see the idea/theology of the ochurch at largeé spreading in ways that | pnd unscriptural, and dangerous. Hereds
what | have personally experienced happening. Spreading the theology that all churches are the dbodyd and that we
can serve where ever, is in my opinion, dangerous. It is true without doubt that we all (Believers, not matter where
we are) make up the body of Christ. In this there is not debate. But focusing on this takes away from the unity that
should exist in the individual bodies. It does not promote the growth of the individual church bodies (and therefore
the individuals that attend) and weakens individual congregations by encouraging the congregants to be loosy-goosy
about where they attend, and even more dangerously, why they attend.

In the process, church members do not become prmly rooted in any body. Leadership suffers because members
do not stick out the rough weather and follow the lead of the church and/or pastor through trials that will come.
Additionally, there is no loyalty established for the growth of that body. Perhaps more importantly what happens is
that the new attendees, and new believers that come to visit your church see no continuity among the members, let
alone the leadership. This is then viewed as instability, which does not encourage one to stay and grow in the Lord.
Instead, they pnd this fact rather discouraging, and they go on their way to the next church on their shopping list.
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% As cross-denominational pastors did in Treasure Valley Idaho, at Christmas time, 2004. See Appendix 3.
21 0Theydre always preaching at their people to give, but itds all for self-perpetuation, they never give back to the community
i1 every dollar they milk from people is a dollar those people arendt spending in my store!6
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ZSource: http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/special/131christians/catherinesiena.htmll
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Our Nation Needs the Fruit of City Transformation
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Our Churches Desperately Need the Vision
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They have no use for churches that play religious games, whether those games are worship services that drone on
without the presence of God or ministry programs that bear no spiritual fruit. €. They refuse to follow people in
ministry leadership positions who cast a personal vision rather than Godds, who seek popularity rather than the
proclamation of truth in their public statements, or who are more concerned about their own legacy than that of
Jesus Christ. They refuse to donate one more dollar to man-made monuments that mark their own achievements
and guarantee their place in history.

2Barna, George; Revolution: Finding Vibrant Faith Beyond The Walls Of The Sanctuary (Tyndale House, Carol Stream, 2005),
pp. 13,14.
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Preparing For Our Destiny
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AAre You Advocating Reconstructionism?0
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Thinking that the disestablishment of the church is the cause of its cultural ineffectiveness, Reformed
fundamentalists long for a revival of Christian theocracy. But if the humble proclamation of the Kingds
gracious amnesty is the present function of the church (and thus the present form of the kingdom of Christ
prior to the second coming), then coercive, public, legislatively favored and triumphalist means of advanc-
ing Christds kingdom must be renounced. Otherwise the churchds witness to the gospel of grace and to a
coming eschatological kingdom & will be transmogrified into a grotesque perversion of that gospel and
of that kingdom. Ironically, then, it is the wholesale rejection (not revival) of theocratic principles that
is desperately needed today if the church is to be faithful to the task of gospel witness entrusted to her in
the present age. It is only as the church is conformed to her Head, the Suffering Servant, who came not
to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many - it is only as the church learns to be
satisfied with Godds eschatological timetable, and thus puts aside the lust for worldly influence and power
A that she will be a positive presence in society. (Emphasis added.)®

% http://www.upper-register.com/theonomy/reformed_theocrats.html
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31[See for example http://www.mazzaroth.com/ChapterSix/SevenHistorical ChurchAges.htm
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D DDD D D D D D I: D [D ] ] DD The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God

to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustra-
tion, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who

[I D D D D D ] DD[ [ M D ]D subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated
— from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious

freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole

— creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right
D D DDD[ D DD ] ] up to the present time. (Rom 8.19-22)
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From one man [God] made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined
the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him
and perhaps reach out for him and pnd him, though he is not far from each one of us.
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