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Hebrew Vocabulary

“To change the world, quietly turn
the meaning of one word at a time.”

—  Jeff Reed, in his poem, One Word At A Time
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Abbreviations
BH	 Biblical Hebrew.
BHS	 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia.
MNK	 A Biblical Hebrew Reference Grammar by van der Merwe, Naudé,  and 

Kroeze.
PHK	 Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar, by Page H. Kelley.
JAH	 A Basic Introduction To Biblical Hebrew by Jo Ann Hackett.
JW	 A Practical Grammar For Classical Hebrew by J. Weingreen.
PDSBH	 Pocket Dictionary For The Study Of Biblical Hebrew by Todd J. Murphy.
VP	 Biblical Hebrew: A Compact Guide by Miles V. Van Pelt.
YO	 The Essentials Of Biblical Hebrew by Kyle M. Yates, edited by John Jo-

seph Owens.
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Vocabulary Words
For Genesis 1.1-5

µyhiløa‘	 God
rm'a;	 He said
≈r,a,&	 Land, earth
ar;B; 	 He created
hn<P;	 Face, surface
j"Wr	 Spirit, wind
µyIm'&v;	 Heavens, sky

Diphthongs are marked in 
blue. Root letters in red. 

Root letter that is part of a 
diphthong in purple.
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Semantic Fields & Semantic Domains
S

em
antics is the study of w

ord m
eaning. A sem

antic field is the set of all the possible m
eanings that a particular w

ord can 
express if it w

ere used in all its possible contexts. For exam
ple, consider the possible m

eanings of the w
ord עַ֫יִן.

The w
ord עַ֫יִן also has several sem

antic dom
ains. A sem

antic dom
ain is the category of m

eaning that a particular w
ord 

shares w
ith other w

ords. The first sem
antic dom

ain for עַ֫יִן is “Parts O
f The Hum

an Body.” It also belongs to a sem
antic sub-

dom
ain, “Parts O

f The Hum
an Head”:  

•	understanding

•	(by extension) 
thing visible

•	spring of w
ater (an 

eye in the earth?)

עַ֫יִן

•	eye (physical organ of sight)

•	skin that is painted 
around the eye

The biblical sem
antic field for עַ֫יִן .

Parts O
f The Hum

an Head

ear = אֹ֫זֶן

 nose = אַף

לֶת
skull, head = גּלְגֹּ֫

חִי
jaw, cheek = לְ

שׁוֹן
tongue = לָ

ח
צַ

brow, forehead = מֵ֫

eye = עַ֫יִן

ה
m = פּ

outh

ה
face = פּנֶ

שׁ
ראֹ

 = head

שֵׁן
 = tooth

ר
שֵׂעָ

 = hair

W
e realize that w

e cannot interpret the w
ord עַ֫יִן 

w
ithout a context. Context determ

ines m
eaning.

Aw
areness of sem

antic dom
ains is im

portant, because a se-
m

antic dom
ain reveals the alternate w

ords that could have 
been used in a given passage. Know

ing the w
ords an author 

elected to not use, gives greater m
eaning to the w

ords he 
did use. In the fam

ous dictum
, “eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 

hand for hand, foot for foot,” (Exodus 21.24), w
hy didn’t the 

Lord say, “ear for ear, nose for nose”?

Regarding the sem
antic dom

ain of “Speech” (Lesson 13A), 
w

hy did the Lord use “told” ( ד
הִגּי֣

 from
ד 

 instead of ( נָגַ
“said” ( ר

in Genesis 3.11: “W ( אָמַ
ho told you that you w

ere 
naked?” (Cf. the LXX ἀνήγγ

ειλέν.)
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In BH the untranslatable word tae is written directly before a definite direct 
object (e.g., µyIm'V;h' tae µyhiløa‘ ar;b;). There are exceptions to this rule; the 
marker is often not used when the direct object is a body part.

tae is not to be confused with the preposition tae (with, along with) which 
is written identically.

Rather than written as a separate word, the definite direct object marker is 
usually connected to its following definite direct object with a maqqeph: 
rwOah;Ata, (the light, Gen 1.4). Notice that the maqqeph causes the long tsere 
of the direct object marker to reduce to a segol.

The Definite Direct Object Marker

The Direct Object Marker 
With Personal Pronoun

Wnt&;ao
µk,t]a,
ˆk,t]a,
µt;ao
ˆt;ao

ytiao
Út]ao

	 Ët;ao
wOtao
Ht;ao

me
you (ms)
you (fs)
him, it
her, it

us
you (mp)
you (fp)
them (m)
them (f)
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Their are three kinds of Hebrew prepositions: (1) those which stand alone 
(separable), like lx,ae, meaning “near, next to,” (2) those joined to a follow-
ing word with a maqqeph (also considered separable), like l[' in sWsAl[', 
and (3) the more common inseparable prepositions that must be prefixed to 
a nominal, an infinitive construct, or a pronomial suffix, forming a single 
word.

The inseparable prepositions are:

B]	 in, on, at
l]		 to, for
K]	 like, as

The inseprable prepositions are pointed with a vocal shewa, except when 
they fuse with the definite article. When joined to a noun with the definite 
article, the h drops out, and the preposition takes the vowel that normally 
would have accompanied the missing h. Thus, for the horse is sWSl', and 
for the woman is hV;ail;.

The preposition ˆmi, meaning from, also prefixes to its object, but behaves 
differently from the other inseprable prepositions because when n occurs 
immediately before another consonant it tends to assimilate to that con-
sonant: the n disappears, and the next consonant is doubled. Thus, for a 
phrase like “from the king,” which one would expect to be written Ël,m,n“mi, 
the n drops out because the silent shewa would force the n to be pronounced 
immediately before the m. Therefore, the phrase is correctly written: Ël,M,mi.
	 Because doubling occurs with the prefixing of  ˆmi, when the object 
beings with a guttural or resh, none of which can be doubled, the chiriq of  
ˆmi is lengthened instead to a tsere, as in hV;aime. The definite article, since it 
begins with a guttural will cause compensatory lengthening or cause the 
whole preposition to be attached with a maqqeph as in sWSh'Aˆmi.

Hebrew Prepositions
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Hebrew Prepositions Chart
© 2015-2016 Roderick Graciano

l]

la
e,d

['

tj
'Tæ¢

ˆm
i

ˆm
i

yr
ej}a

'

lx
,a´¢

B]

B]

by
bis

;

dr
'y:

µ[
i

hÎ
: s

uffi
x

hl
;[;

K]

l[
'

d[
'B&'

l[
'

Th
is 

di
ag

ra
m

 sh
ow

s t
he

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l id

ea
(s

) 
att

ac
hi

ng
 t

o 
ea

ch
 o

f t
he

 p
re

po
siti

on
s.

 T
he

 
la

rg
e,

 ce
nt

ra
l b

ox
 is

 th
e 

fo
ca

l p
oi

nt
; a

ll 
ot

he
r 

sh
ap

es
 a

nd
 v

ec
to

rs
 re

la
te

 to
 it

. T
he

 sm
al

le
r 

bo
x,

 fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 il
lu

st
ra

te
s 

th
e 

id
ea

, "
lik

e,
 

as
."

 T
he

 th
re

e 
in

se
pa

ra
bl

e 
pr

ep
os

iti
on

s a
re

 
in

 b
lu

e;
 th

e 
gr

ay
ed

-o
ut

 te
rm

s a
re

 n
ot

 p
re

p-
os

iti
on

s b
ut

 v
er

bs
 o

r n
ou

ns
.

יִן
בּ֫

ין
בּ

In
 p

ro
xi

m
ity

 
to

, b
es

id
e.

Aw
ay

 fr
om

, 
be

hi
nd

.
W

ith

B
et

w
ee

n
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Independent Personal Pronouns
These pronouns are called “independent” because the are not affixed to another 
word. They are sometimes called Subject Pronouns because they are always the 
subject of a verb (or of a verbless clause), never the object.

Person	 Singular	 Plural

1 c.‍	 	אֲנִי / אָנֹכִי I‍	 חְנוּ 	אֲנָ֫ we‍

2 m.‍	 	אַתָּה you‍	 	אַתֶּם you‍

2 f.‍	 	אַתְּ you‍	 נָה 	אַתֵּ֫ you‍

3 m.‍	 	הוּא he‍	 מָּה / הֵם 	הֵ֫ they‍

3 f.‍	 	הִוא / הִיא she‍	 נָּה / הֵן 	 הֵ֫ they‍

When an Independent Personal Pronoun is used as a subject in a verbless sen-
tence, the verb “to be” is understood:

	כִּי־עָפָר אַתָּה  For dust [are] you … (Genesis 3.19).

יל ה ה֣וּא כְסִֽ בָּ֗ א דִ֝ 	וּמוֹצִ֥ And a man spreading rumor, he [is] a fool. 
(Proverbs 10.18b)
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Vocabulary Words
For Genesis 1.6-8

rv,a}	 Which, That
rq,Bø;	 Morning
hy:h;	 He was, It happened
µwOy	 Day
µyIm&'	 Water(s)
br,[,	 Evening, Sunset
hc;[;	 He made, He did
ar;q;	 He called

Diphthongs are marked in 
blue. Root letters in red. 

Root letter that is part of a 
diphthong in purple.
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Hebrew uses only two genders, masculine and feminine. Hebrew substantives have no neuter 
gender as Greek substantives do. In Hebrew, the masculine nouns are hardest to identify since 
they don’t follow a set form. The surest path to certainty regarding the gender of a Hebrew noun 
is to check the parsing information on your computer or look up the noun in a Hebrew lexicon.
However, Kelley gives the following guidelines for Identifying Feminine Nouns:
   a.	 Nouns referring to female persons or animals will be feminine.

	אִשָּׁה 	נְקֵבָה  	אָחוֹת בַּת
woman	 female	 sister	 daughter

    b.      Nouns referring to paired body parts are feminine.
	יָד 	אֹזֶן  יִן 	עַ֫ שָׂפָה

           hand‍	 ear	 eye	 lip	           
    c.	 Nouns ending with ה ָ  are usually feminine. Here are some examples used in Genesis:

	יַבָּשָׁה 	שָׁנָה 	מֶמְשָלָׁה  	דָּגָה 	מְלָאכָה אֲדָמָה
          dry land	 year	 dominion	 fish	 work	 ground

    d.      Nouns ending with ת are usually feminine. Here are some examples used in Genesis:
	רֵאשִׁית 	דְּמוּת 	תּוֹלֵדוֹת  עַת 	דַּ֫ נֶת 	כֻתֹּּ֫ 	חַטָּאת בְּרִית

          beginning	 likeness	 histories	 knowledge	 tunic	 sin	 covenant

•	 Most feminine plural nouns end with וֹת	. There are exceptions!
		שִׁפְחָה	  		שְׁפָחוֹת  		שָׁנָה שָׁנִים

	maidservant	 -->	 maidservants	 BUT	 year	 -->	 years
•	 Masculine plural nouns end with יִם , but a few end with וֹת. 

		דָּבָר  		דְּבָרִים   	         אָב אָבוֹת
	word	 -->	 words	 BUT	 father	 -->	 fathers

For more about plural nouns (as well as singular and dual nouns), please see Lesson 4B. 

For thoughts on the plural ending of אֱלֹהִים, see Lesson 4.

Learning To Recognize Gender
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The Strong Verb
Qal Perfect Of שָׁמַר

שָׁמַר

ׁמְרָ֣ה שָֽ

שָׁמַרְ֣תָּ

שָׁמַרְ֣תְּ

רְתִּי שָׁמַ֜

֙ ׁמְרוּ שָֽ

ם שְׁמַרְתֶּ֖

ן שְׁמַרְתֶּ֖

שָׁמַרְ֣נוּ

3 ms

3 fs

2 ms

2 fs

1 cs

3 cp

2 mp

2 fp

1 cp

He kept (guarded)

She kept

You kept

You kept

I kept

They kept

You kept

You kept

We kept
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The Strong Verb
Qal Imperfect Of שָׁמַר

ר יִשְׁמֹ֣

ר תִּשְׁמֹ֥

ר תִּשְׁמֹ֥

י תִּשְׁמְרִ֖

ר אֶשְׁמֹֽ

יִשְׁמְר֖וּ

רְנָה תִּשְׁמֺ֣

תִּשְׁמְר֖וּ

רְנָה תִּשְׁמֺ֣

ר נִשְׁמֹ֨

3 ms

3 fs

2 ms

2 fs

1 cs

3 mp

3 fp

2 mp

2 fp

1 cp

He keeps/will keep

She keeps/will keep

You keep/will keep

You keep/will keep

I keep/will keep

They keep/will keep

They keep/will keep

You  keep/will keep

You  keep/will keep

We keep/will keep
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The Strong Verb
Niphal Perfect Of שָׁמַר

נִשְׁמַר

נִשְׁמְרָה

נִשְׁמַרְ֣תָּ

נִשְׁמַרְתְּ

נִשְׁמַרְ֣תִּי

֙ נִשְׁמְרוּ

ם נִשְׁמַרְתֶּ֖

ן נִשְׁמַרְתֶּ֖

נִשְׁמַרְ֣נוּ

3 ms

3 fs

2 ms

2 fs

1 cs

3 cp

2 mp

2 fp

1 cp

He was kept

She was kept

You were kept

You were kept

I was kept

They were kept

You were kept

You were kept

We were kept
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The Strong Verb
Niphal Imperfect Of שָׁמַר

יִשָּׁמֵר

תִּשָּׁמֵר

תִּשָּׁמֵר

מְרִי תִּשָּֽׁ

אֶשָּׁמֵר

מְרוּ יִשָּֽׁ

תִּשָּׁמַרְ֣נָה

מְרוּ תִּשָּֽׁ

תִּשָּׁמַרְ֣נָה

נִשָּׁמֵר

3 ms

3 fs

2 ms

2 fs

1 cs

3 mp

3 fp

2 mp

2 fp

1 cp

He will be kept

She will be kept

You will be kept

You will be kept

I will be kept

They will be kept

They will be kept

You will be kept

You will be kept

We will be kept


