The boxes in this left-hand column provide
parsing options for Greek verbs.

The Vocabulary Box lists Greek words that appear

in this section of Ephesians.

PERSON & NUMBER

VOCABULARY

Ayoraw

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They
AKOOICAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE) ¢

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

AYOMNUEVW
Aayarnn,

ayLog, o, ov
QUWHOG, OV
ANOOTOAOG, O
606¢a, N

eipnAvn, N
0éAnpa, atog, To
0eo¢g, 0

Inooig, oD
notnp, o
TILOTOG, 1}, OV
XAQpLG, XapLrog, A
XPLOTOG, 1}, OV

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 1
EPHESIANS 1.1-6

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2014-2015

This right-hand box provides extra
info on grammatical topics.

THE KOINE GREEK ALPHABET
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LOWERCASE
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VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This box is a place to write down insights that were surfaced by our discussion of the passage.




MODERN GREEK PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE EPHESIANS LESSON 1B

Look up each Bible word in your Greek lexicon (Greek-English Dictionary). Write the definition beside the word. Practice saying the word.
Remember that, in general, each Greek letter makes the first sound in its letter name (the gamma Y sound is an exception).

apba pévag
AAAG :
BaAAw E€vocg
vap dvopa
vil i, méoa, A
dota 0aBSOC
i oeAnvn
(aw T
AALOC Vowp
Beod¢ bépw
inmog xapd
KOOLLOG buxn

A\

AOyOG Gpa



PERSON & NUMBER

VOCABULARY

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 2
EPHESIANS 1.7-14

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

olipa, atog, T

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

2014-2015

AKOLW
QLKOUOQVTEG
aAnBsLa, ag,
avakepoAoow
avakedpaloiwoacOal

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist <
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish

ATOAUTPWOLG, EWG, N
appafwv, ®vog, 0
adeolg, ewg, N
BouAn, A
vii, A
yvVwpilw

yvwpiooag
EVEPYEW

évepyoivto

S
énayyelia, iy —

PRONOUNCING DIPHTHONGS

al
€l
oL
UL
ov
av
€V

nv

PRONOUNCING DOUBLE GAMMA

Pronounce yy as ng. When vy is fol-
lowed by an [e] sound, the second 7y
makes a g”sound.

e as in met

i as in ski

i as in ski

i as in ski

ou as in through

ahf pre-voiceless cons., else ahv
ehf pre-voiceless cons., else ehv

eef (or if) pre-voiceless cons.,
else eev (or iv)

[Infinitive: Verbal Noun] ¢

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self ¢

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 2B
THE DEFINITE ARTICLES

Mas. Fem. Neu. THE ARTICLE WITH PRONOUNS
In Eph 2.4 we have the English phrase,
Nominative 6 f] TO “His great love,” but the Grk is tr\v moAAnv
' ayarnv avtol, literally, “the great love
L_E Accusative TOV ™mv TO His.” In English it is redundant to use the
20 .\ before a pronoun like His, and so we don’t
2 Genitive Tov ™ms Tov translate the article, but this use of the ar-
Dative T({) T‘[] T(p ticle is correct Koine Grk.
Koine even uses the article with de-
monstrative pronouns as in the phrase,
Nominative 6'. (Ii. Td “this cup,” in 1Co 11.25. The Grk reads,
ToUto tO motnplov, “this the cup.” This
s Accusative TOVS TAS T4 occurs even with proper names as in Acts
E: Genitive TV TV TV 1.11, o0toc 6’Inocodc, “this the Jesus...”
These are instances in which good
Dative TOLS TALS TOLS English translation leaves a Grk word un-
translated!

SOME KOINE GREEK BACKGROUND

The Koine ( = “common”) Greek of the Bible and early Christian writings was preceded by Classical Greek (until 323 BC) and followed by Me-
dieval Greek (after AD 330). Koine arose as the common dialect of the armies of Alexander the Great as they broke through national boundar-
ies, and mixed cultures on their eastward march to Mesopotamia. Koine Greek is based upon Classical Attic Greek, and has elements of other
Greek dialects mixed in.

The names of the letters in the Greek alphabet are meaningless other than signifying their referent and beginning with the sound that
their letter makes. This is because the Greek alphabet was adapted from the Phoenician-Semitic alphabet. “The Greek letters used in the most
ancient inscriptions are, as to form, essentially the same as the corresponding characters found in Phoenician inscriptions and on
Hebrew coins” (E. A. Sophocles, 1854). The earlier Semitic letters were pictograms that meant something. The West Semitic word {
Aleph, for example, meant ox, and the letter Aleph represented a bovine head with horns. The ancient meanings of these pictograms
did not carry over into the corresponding Greek letters.



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They

L

TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

VOCABULARY

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 3
EPHESIANS 1.15-23

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

aiwv, @vog, 0

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-

dROKdAUlIJlC, EWG, f] ferent pronunciation in red.

2014-2015

apxn, i
6€€10¢, a, ov
SldwpL

Durative Present

Summary Future

Punctiliar Aorist ¢

Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect

Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOoD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility 4
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

dwn
E6WKEV
SUVaLG, R, EWG
Eveilpw

€yeipag
£€KKAnoia, N
€Anig, idog, N
EVEPYELQ,

CONJUNCTIONS

AaAAQ va

6¢ KoLl
oAV, otL
WG

NEGATIONS: NO/NOT

VOICE

Active: Subject does action <
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

g¢ovoia, N 00, oUY,

KaOilw un
kaOloog

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 3B
© 2013 Roderick Graciano

GREEK PREPOSITIONS A dvd

....0‘.!....
°o® ®9
°

This diagram shows the funda-
mental idea attaching to each of
the prepositions. For translation,
we must note that the meaning
of some prepositions varies ac-
cording to the case of the noun or

. P /
pronoun to which the preposition V KaTtdad

attaches (see Lesson 5B).




PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You ¢
3rd He, She, It They

AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS
Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect

Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

VOCABULARY

ayabag, i, ov
anp, dépog

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

apaptia, n

diavolia, n

gmbupia, N

uidg, o

TLOLP ATTTW AL, OLTOG, TO
TLEPUTATEW

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOoOoD

Indicative: Indicates 4
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

TLEPLEMATAOOTE
nvelpa, atog, To
TIOLEW

TLOLOUVTEG
oapg, gen. capkaog, n
ocwlw

CECWOUEVOL
TEKVOV, TO

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 4
EPHESIANS 2.1-10

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2014-2015

NUMBER

MASCULINE NOUN

Singular

Plural

CASE

Nominative 0 AO0yos
Acustive  TOV  AOYOV
Genetve  TOU  AOYOU
Dative T )\(’)'Y({.)
Nominative oL )\6')’0 L
Acustve . TOUS  AGYOUS
Genetive Ty AOYQ@V
e ToLs  AGyoLS

VOICE

Active: Subject does action ¢
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 4B
THE KOINE GREEK CASE SYSTEM
Greek nouns, pronouns, adjectives and participles have case. Case is a feature of these kinds of words that tells us how they function in a sen-
tence. In reading the Greek New Testament, we generally work with only four cases:

1. Nominative: This case means the word indicates the subject of the action.

2. Accusative: This case means the word indicates the direct object.

3. Genitive: This case means that the word describes the quality of something or indicates ownership by someone.
4. Dative: This case means the word indicates the indirect object.

However, the genitive case is sometimes divided according to two functions (though the forms of the words are identical):

1. Genitive: Indicating quality or possession.
2. Ablative: Indicating separation or movement away from something.

Likewise, the dative case is sometimes divided according to three functions (though the forms of the words are identical):

1. Dative: Indicating the indirect object.
2. Locative: Indicating the location, sphere or destination of something.
3. Instrumental: Indicating the means or cause of something.

There is also a fifth case that appears often in the NT, called the Vocative case. If a word is in the vocative case, it indicates the person(s) or
thing(s) being addressed. Examples of words in the vocative case are:

tekvia (children, 1Jo 2.1)
natépeg (fathers, 1Jo 2.13)
natdia (young children, 1Jo 2.18)
adehdot (brothers, 1Jo 3.13)
KUpLe (Lord, Rev 7.14; 11.17; etc.)
oUpave (Heaven, Rev 18.20)

In each of these instances, the noun in the vocative case indicates the person(s) or thing(s) being addressed by the speaker.

For now, we need not worry about the Vocative case, because it is pretty easy to spot by context. Nor will we worry (for now) about
the distinctions made between different kinds of Genitives and different kinds of Datives. For now, we need only learn the general meaning of
the four cases given above, and begin to recognize their distinctive endings. The case endings for a masculine noun like Adyog are given on the
preceding page.

Here’s a simple example of how the Greek cases would work in an English sentence:

Sire, Sir Galahad defeated that knight of F:a\nce for his Ig{iy!

Vocative Nominative Accusative Genitive Dative



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You ¢
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

VOCABULARY

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 5
EPHESIANS 2.11-22

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

&esoq Diphthongs are marked in 2014-2015

akpoBuotia, N

blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

AKpoywvLalog, o, OV
aupdotepog, a, ov
avOpwrmog, 0
AnaAAoTpLlow
AntnAAOTPLWHEVOL
AMOKTEIVW
QLILOKTELVOLC
av&avw or abfw
abEeL
yivopau

MOoOoD

Indicative: Indicates ¢
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

€yevnOnte
61a0nkn, N
60yua, atog, T0
€vtoAn, n

PARTICLES IN EPHESIANS

&v (6.8) Hev (4.11)
dpa (2.19) obv (2.19)
ye (3.2) moté (2.2)
el (3.2) n@o¢ (5.15)
eite (6.8) 1€ (3.19)

Particles are words that have more
functional than inherent meaning.
Their meaning has to do with the re-
lationship between words, and so they
are sometimes untranslatable into a
corresponding word in the target lan-
guage. In Eph 6.8, for example, the par-
ticle av simply expresses conditionality.

VOICE
Active: Subject does action

Passive: Subject acted upon ¢
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 5B
PREPOSITIONS USING MULTIPLE CASES A ON >

See Lesson 3B for the fundamental idea of each of the prepositions. For translation, we must note that the meaning of some prepositions var-
ies according to the case of the noun or pronoun to which the preposition attaches. Here are the prepositions that use two different cases:

oua
Acc. = because of
Gen. =through

MHETA
Acc. = after
Gen. = with
unép

Acc. =above

Gen. = with regard to
uro

Acc. =under

Gen. = by, because of

Kot

Acc. =according to

Gen. = against

nepi

Acc. =approximately
=around

S1a v moAARV dyamnv autod
AMOOTOAOC ... 51 BeAnpatog Beol

HETA piav kal dsutépav vouBeoiav
HETA Aaong Tanewvodpoouvng

TO 6vopa TO UTEP AV Gvopa
Xplotog umép AUAV anébavev

0o toU¢ Modag avtol
TA ... KPUOR ywvopeva O aUTOV

Kata v evSokiav tol BeAnuatog avtol
€€alelag To kb’ NUAV xelpodypadov

€€eAOwv mepl Tpitnv Wpav
nieplelwopévoL Ttepl TA 0TNON

“because of His great love” (Eph 2.4)
“an apostle ... through the will of God” (Eph 1.1)

“after a first and second warning” (Tit 3.10)
“with all humility” (Eph 4.2)

“the name above every name” (Phil 2.9)
“Christ died for us” (Rom 5.8)

“under his feet” (Eph 1.22)
“the things ... secret done by them” (Eph 5.12)

“according to the good pleasure of His will” (Eph 1.5)
“have cancelled the bond against us” (Col 2.14)

“he went out about the third hour” (Mat 20.3)
“having been girded around the chests” (Rev 15.6)

Gen./Acc. = for/concerning &enoeL epl MAVTWY TWV Aylwv “supplicaiton for all the saints” (Eph 6.18; but cf. 1Ti 1.19)

Here are the prepositions that use three different cases:

napa
Acc. = motion to beside

Gen. = motion from beside

Dat. =rest beside
€l
Acc. =motion to upon

Gen. = rest upon (at)
=in the time of

Dat. =rest upon (on, at)

€ENABopey ... mapA MOTAUOV
To0TO KOploETAL TOPA KUpiou
npoownoAnupia oOk €otv map’ alT®

opYn ... EMLTOUG LIOUG Tiig Aneldeiag
TA €Ml TG VAG

ETL TV MPOCEUXWMV LOU

TA €mi T01g oUpavolg

“we went out to [the] river” (Acts 16.13)
“this he will received from the Lord” (Eph 6.8)
“accepting of faces is not with Him” (Eph 6.9)

“wrath ... comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph 5.6)
“the [things] resting upon the earth” (Eph 1.10)

“at the time of my prayers” (Eph 1.16)

“the [things] resting upon the heavens” (Eph 1.10)



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS
Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun] <

VOCABULARY

AVOLYLVWOKW
OLVOLYLVWOKOVTEG
VEVEQ, i
6€ouuo¢, 0
Suvapoal
6uvacOe
£€0vog, To
£TEPOC, O, OV
gbayyEALlov, To

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 6
EPHESIANS 3.1-6

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

Diphthongs are marked in 2014-2015
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

POSTPOSITIVES

In Koine Greek, certain words can-
not appear first in a clause or sen-
tence. Such words are called post-
positives, and they include yap,
V€, 6€, olv and té. These words
generally appear second in a clause
(though they can occur later in

VOICE

Active: Subject does action <
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

Kaed)q the word order), but we usually

puorr']ptov, 0 translate them first. Thus, i~n Eeh
, 4.1, Paul writes, MapakoA® oLV

VOEW OUGG.... The literal word order is, “I
voinooalt exhort therefore you ...” but we of

oikovouioL f course translate the postpositive

R, n first: “Therefore, | exhort you ...”
npodntng, o
PRACTICAL APPLICATION

voeite; = “Do you all understand?”

vooUpev. = “We understand.”
VOEWw. = “l understand.”




EPHESIANS LESSON 6B
NESTING AND STACKING MODIFIERS

In the Greek Scriptures we find two distinctive ways of characterizing or identifying a thing or an action. One way is that of nesting modifi-
ers between a substantive and its definite article. This style of description looks like this:

¢ ToU StaBodhou mayidog, “the (of the devil) snare,” (2Ti 2.26)

0 ti¢ Sikatoouvng otédpavog, “the (of righteousness) crown,” (2Ti 4.8)
In the first instance, the nested genitive phrase of the devil modifies the articular substantive surrounding it, the snare. In the second instance,
the nested genitive phrase of righteousness modifies the articular substantive the crown. In all his epistles, Paul used this nesting of modi-

fiers only twelve times. However, the authors of the apocryphal 2Maccabees, 3Maccabees, 4Maccabees, Wisdom and Baruch used this style
extensively, as did Josephus and Philo.

Instead of the relatively rare nesting style of description, the canonical authors constantly Find Paul’s nested modifiers in:
used a stacking style. To describe or identify a thing or an action, they stacked up prepositional Rom 10.3; 13.2;
phrases with increasing specificity, sometimes adding a demonstrative pronoun to the top of the 2Co0 1.19; 7.10; 8.19; 11.7;
stack for good measure. Sometimes the stack is very simple, as in Eph 2.13. 1Ti 3.16
2Ti 2.4,26; 3.17; 4.8;
™® aipatt tod Xplotold, “the blood of the Christ” Tit 1.9

Find Paul’s stacked modifiers in:

Had Paul nested this substantive and its descriptor it would have looked like this:
Eph 1.6,7,9,10,11,12,13,14,18,19;

™® ToU XpLotol aipatt, “the (of the Christ) blood” 2.2,15;
3.2,7,9,16
. . . . 4.7,13,14,19,22
Instead, the descriptor is stacked on top of its substantive: 5.5.11,20,26
6.12,18

™® aipatt tod Xplotol, “the blood + of the Christ”

Other instances of stacked modifiers are more complex, as when Paul clearly identifies a certain spirit in Eph 2.2:

100 mveLpatog tol viv évepyolvtog év Tolg ulolg tfi¢ amnelBeiag
“the spirit + the now working + in the sons + of the disobedience”

The most important thing to understand about this style of stacked modifier phrases is that the final modifier is the most specific,
and therefore the key to the meaning of the initial thing or action in view.



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect «
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE) ¢4

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 7
EPHESIANS 3.7-13

Roderick Graciano

VOICE

Active: Subject does action

Passive: Subject acted upon ¢
Middle: Subject acts upon self

VOCABULARY Timothy Ministries
2014-2015
OlLTEW
aitoﬁuou PAUL THE WORDSMITH
émoxpt'mtw What do you do if language just isn’t sufficient
dnoxsxpuuuévou to express the wonders of the revelation you’ve
, . received? If you were the inspired apostle Paul,
GlaKOVOQ, o you’d invent new words! The following words
S0 have never been found in surviving Greek litera-
Gwpsd &q n ture prior to Paul’s writings:
/4 4
éVKaKE'(.o e culnNTININAG, O, joint inquirer: disputant, 1Co 1.20.
2 ~ e ouvapuoloyéw, fit or frame together, Eph
KOLKELWV
,Ev a;jl 2.21;4.16.
EUQ,VVE lz;? 0 e oUOOWWOC, ov, united in one body, Eph.3.6.
EUGVVE lO‘(%O‘ at e cupguyxog, ov, of one mind, at unity, Phil.2.2;
BATY1g, ewg, 1 united in soul.
KTi{w * GUMMUNTAG, 00, 6, joint imitator, Phil.3.17.
Ktioavtl Notice that all the words Paul coined made use
T[iO"th, f] of the ouv (= “with”) prepositional prefix. Judging
;.. from the many existing oUv- words Paul used, he
O'O(I)la, n truly gloried in the unities accomplished by Christ.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




“ " EPHESIANS LESSON 7B
THE SUMMING UP OF ALL THINGS IN CHRIST

In his epistle to the Ephesians (as in that to the Colossians), Paul helps his readers understand that Jesus Christ is sovereign
over all things and all time, uniting what needs to be united, reconciling what needs to be reconciled, and righting what is
wrong. In other words, whatever we need, whatever the world needs, Jesus is the fullness that answers that need.

)7\ T [E——— A R — LiFe (EPH 1.20)
EARTH (EPH 4.8-10) o HEAVEN (EPH 1.20)
THIS AGE ’ THE AGE To CoME (EPH 1.21)
THE HEAD (EPH 1.22) --------------- _ THE BoDY (EPH 1.23)
JEWS \ GENTILES (EPH 2.14-22)
OLD SELF (EPH 4.22) ----=----=----—-—-- = : NEW SELF (EPH 4.23-24)
GoD ' ' MAN (EPH 4.32)
DARKNESS LIGHT (EPH 5.8)
HUSBANDS WIVES (EPH 5.25)
THE BRIDEGROOM --------------- : THE BRIDE (EPH 5.31-32)
CHILDREN ---=-=====m=mmmmmee 1 [ 1 e e PARENTS (EPH 6.1)

SERVANTS ----—-————— [ [T | | e MASTER (EPH 6.5)

Paul’s presentation of Christ as the all-sufficient Fullness was particularly important for the Ephesian Christians in
their milieu of spiritual warfare. Remember that the early converts to Christ in that region, accustomed to relying on magi-
cal spells and charmes, at first held onto their magic books (Acts 19.17-19), just in case Jesus was not sufficient to aid them
in all the trials of life. Just as the Ephesian Christians repented of their lack of trust in their Savior, we also must learn to
trust Jesus for all things, without always relying on human backup plans.



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 8
EPHESIANS 3.14-21

TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun] <

Roderick Graciano

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

VOCABULARY Timothy Ministries
Diphthongs are marked in 2014-2015
A | nsonants with if-
ap.r]v ?elr‘eer;tCSros:u:ci;iontin ?‘e((jj.
BaOog, €og, TO
YWWGOKW .
vvd)vai vt CLAUSES
VéVU, 10 The conjunction tva occurs 23 times in Ephe-
gfloxvw sians. It normally appears in purpose clauses
y ’ (also called final clauses), i.e., clauses using the
. EELGXUO‘I]IE subjunctive mood that state the purpose for
ECW something. In such clauses, tva means in order
BEMEAL(')(D that, but often translates simply as that.
0 A £vol In non-purpose clauses, tva is often
"tE EUEALWH equivalent to Ot In these clauses, va
KO UITTW introduces an indirect statement or discourse,
Kap5ia, ﬁ and simply means that.
, Sometimes, tvat introduces clauses in
Ka'tOlKEOi apposition, i.e., clauses describing equivalent
KOatolKknoaoi ideas or actions. In 1John 5.3, iva tells us that
6\,0”(1(0) “the love of God” = “keeping His command-
> ; ments.”
ovopadetat
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EVOLUTION OF THE WORD "ECONOMY”

VOWOG
Vé(.LCO What Is Proper,
Custom,
Allot, Law
Dispense,
Feed

oixovoulia

Household Management,
Stewardship, Administration
Dispensation

0{X0VO[0g
House Manager, 0lx0s
Steward

Dwelling Place,

Tent, House,
Household Goods

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

PwnN

How is the New Testament oixovouia like the Edenic?

How is the New Testament oixovouia like the Mosaic?

How is the New Testament oixovopia different from the previous administrations? How is it superior?
What should our role look like in the New Testament oixovouia?

EPHESIANS LESSON 8B

he economy (oixovoulia) of
which Paul speaks is a divine
administration, an administra-
tion “of God” (Col 1.25). The
Trinity is at the head of this ad-
ministration; Jesus is king. It is an
administration with similarities
to the earlier Edenic and Mosaic
administrations, but it is also su-
perior and “suitable to the full-
ness of the times” (Eph 1.10)
when God sent forth His Son (Gal
4.4). The stewards of this new
administration are the apostles
(1Co 4.1; 9.17), and church lead-
ers after them (Tit 1.7), and all
believers after them (1Pe 4.10).
Paul’'s intent was to be
found faithful in his stewardship
of the divine oixovopia (1Co 4.2;
cf. Tit 1.7), and to make its prin-
ciples and benefits fully known
(Eph 3.9), particularly to the
Gentiles, as per his specific call-
ing (Eph 3.2).



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You ¢
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

VOCABULARY

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 9
EPHESIANS 4.1-6

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

AAANAWV

Diphthongs are marked in

2014-2015

blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

QAVEXOOL
AVEXOHEVOL

agiwg

Bantiopa, atog, To

£vOTNG, NTo¢, N

KOAEW

€KANOnte

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOoOoD
Indicative: Indicates 4

Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

KARjOLG, EWC, N
KUpLOG, O
pHoKpoBuuia, N
onouvdalw

omoudAalovteg
tanewodpoolvn,
TNPEW

TNPELV

0 appopwv
The word dppaBwv occurs 3 times in the OT, all in
the story of Judah and Tamar: the appafwv was
the pledge Judah gave to Tamar when she de-
ceived him in order to obtain the children due her
from Judah’s family by law (Gen 38).

The word also occurs only 3 times in the NT, all
in Paul’s epistles and always referring to the Holy
Spirit as the guarantee of the full inheritance that
is coming to us in Christ (Eph 1.14; cf. 2Co 1.22;
5.5). In the first-century market place, dppofwv
always referred to a down payment or earnest
money, guaranteeing that a buyer would follow
through and complete a purchase. What we must
understand is that an imperceptible dppafwv is
no guarantee of anything. We have no guarantee
of our full inheritance in Christ if the Holy Spirit is
not evident in our life.

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon ¢

Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 9B

3rd Pers. Fem. 3rd Pers. Mas. 2nd Person First Person

3rd Pers. Neut.

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Singular

EYW
€LE, JLE

€|LoV, LoV
€LOL, Lol

ov
o€
oov
ooL

avToS
avTov
avTov
avTQ

avTn
avTnv
avTns
avT)

avTo
avTo
avTov
avTQ

|
me
mine

for/to me

you
you
yours

for/to you

he
him
of his

for/to him

she
her
hers

to/for her

it
it
of its

to/for it

PERSONAL PRONOUNS

Plural

NUeLS
npas

Ny
MLy

ULLELS
vpas
VULV
VLY

avToL
avTovsS
avTOV
avToLS

avTat
avTas
avTOV
avTals

avTa
avTa
avTOV
avToLS

we
us
ours

for/to us

you
you
yours

for/to you

they
them
theirs

for/to them

they
them
theirs

for/to them

they
them
theirs

for/to them



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural 4
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They

VOCABULARY

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 10
EPHESIANS 4.7-16

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

aAnBsvw

TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

Durative Present ¢
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE) 4

MOOoD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

2014-2015

AaAnBsvovteg
avapaivw
Avapag
OQVEMOG, O
avnp, 0, avépog, avdpi
Sdlakovia, N
SdaokalAia, N
didaokalog, 0
60ua, atog, 10
£KOLOTOG, I, OV
£vOTNG, NTOG, N
ENlyvwolg, ewg, N

he word one in English is used as an ad-

jective, noun or pronoun. In Greek it is
an adjective, and so has masculine, femi-
nine and neuter forms: €lg, pio, and &v.
The feminine form seems so different from
the masculine and neuter, but a similarity
becomes apparent in the Indo-European
words from which the three forms evolved:
sems, smia, sem.

Forms of €ic usually express the cardinal
number, one, but can be used as the ordi-
nal first. In Mat 21.19, piav describes a fig

€lg, pia, €v

VOICE
Active: Subject does action 4

Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

KataBaivw tree as standing alone. With the preposition
, KoTd, as in €1 Katd €ic, one by one, (Mark
Katan 14.19), it can become adverbial, meaning
kepaln, n singly.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 10B
THE SEVEN UNITIES OF EPHESIANS 4.4-6

he Seven Unities are seven things of which there are only one: Body, Spirit, Hope, Lord, Faith, Baptism, and God the Father. Paul pre-
sented the Seven Unities to his Ephesian audience as the basis for continuing to prioritize relational unity in the Church. Today, without
overlooking Paul’s point, we also recognize the Seven Unities as a proto-credal statement. There is very little material in the NT that we can
definitely identify as creedal or confessional. What creedal material there is overlaps with what the NT calls traditions, (mapadoolg), i.e., the
attested teachings and preachings (kripuyua) of the apostles (1Co 11.2; 2Th 2.15; 3.6; cf. Act 2.42; Rom 6.17; 1Ti 4.6; 2Ti 1.13; Tit 1.9).' The
specific wording of the creedal or proto-creedal statements in the NT did not necessarily originate from the apostles, but the NT authors re-
corded them as anonymous “sayings” or parts of hymns that were faithful to the apostolic teaching (1Ti 3.16; 2Ti 2.11-13).
A perusal of the creedal or confessional snippets in the NT reveals that the doctrinal concern of the apostolic church was overwhelm-
ingly Christological. The doctrinal confession of the apostolic church was expressed most briefly in statements of Jesus’ essential identity:

Jesus is Lord
(Rom 10.9; 1Co 12.3)

Jesus is the Christ
(Act5.42;9.22;1J0 2.22;5.1)

Jesus is the Son of God
(Act 9.20; 1Jo 4.15; 5.5)

Jesus Christ is Lord
(Phi 2.11)

From these core statements, Paul gives a slightly expanded Christological statement in 2Ti 2.8. John goes deeper and wider with his gospel
prologue, John 1.1-14. Not only does John underscore Christ’s deity, but goes beyond essential Christology into soteriology (the doctrine of
salvation):

John 1.12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name, 13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Paul also expanded into brief soteriological statements in Rom 10.9-10, Eph 2.8-9 and in his four-point summary of the gospel in 1Co 15.1-6.

Uniquely in the NT, Eph 4.4-6 gives us in its Seven Unities the one apostolic doctrinal summary that goes beyond Christology and the
gospel. As such, it provides us with an important theological touchstone for testing the doctrinal propositions of Christian preachers, teachers
and commentators to this day.

' The traditional teachings of the apostles were akin if not synonymous to halakah, the rabbinical “law of custom,” and were corporately attested as opposed to private

or novel teachings. These apostolic traditions are not to be confused with the counter traditions of the Pharisees, Mar 7.9, and of competing religions, Col 2.8.



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You ¢
3rd He, She, It They

TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 11
EPHESIANS 4.17-24

Roderick Graciano

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOoOoD

Indicative: Indicates ¢
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

VOICE

Active: Subject does action

Passive: Subject acted upon ¢
Middle: Subject acts upon self

VOCABULARY Timothy Ministries
Diphthongs are marked in 2014-2015
4 : blue, consonants with a dif-
(’X.VVOI.G., n' . ferent pronunciation in red.
akaBoapoia, n
S16AoKW CORNERSTONE OR CAPSTONE
£616axOnte The prefix dkpo- has to do with something at a
;e distance or at an extremity. In ancient usage then:
fwn, ikpOBS bat, i ho walk
’ e AkpoPartng, an acrobat, is someone who walks
Aevw , on tiptoe.
uoEVB'avw e dkpoPuotia, foreskin, is the skin at the ex-
Epadete tremity of the male organ.
uapu')pop.ou e AKPOTOAL is the high point of a city.
unKétl e QAKpoywvLlalog, a, ov, is an adjective meaning
VOGQ, o at the extreme angle, which when speaking of
516 a stone implies either the cornerstone or the
napa 'l Wt capstone/keystone.
napsG'wK(?tv Does Eph 2.20 speak of Christ as the Cornerstone
TEASOVE&G, n for a square foundation, or the Capstone for se-
GKOTOW cure support of the roof and walls? The ambigu-
y ’ ity reminds us that Jesus is both — the Alpha and
E0KOTW}IEVOL the Omega of the Church.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 11B

APOSTLES AND PROPHETS IN EPHESIANS

G enerally speaking, the phrase “the prophets” in the NT refers to the canonical prophets of our OT, a reference made explicit by frequent
pairing with the phrase, “the Law” or with a reference to Moses. Jesus used the phrase “the prophets” in this way (Mat 5.17; 11.13; Luk
16.31; etc.), as did Peter (Act 3.24; 10.43; 1Pe 1.10), James (Act 15.13-18), and Paul (Act 13.27-41; 24.14; 26.22; 28.23; Rom 3.21; 16.26; cf.
Rom 1.2; Heb 1.1; 11.32).

This confuses us when we read 1 Corinthians and Ephesians, because in these epistles Paul apparently speaks of “prophets” who are
not OT canonical prophets. In these epistles prophets are often paired (more or less directly) with apostles. In 1Co 12.28, Paul said that God
has placed (not “appointed” as to an office), “first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, etc.” The following context makes it clear that Paul
was speaking of NT prophets of his own time (1Co 14.29-32; cf. Rom 12.6). Likewise, Paul clearly speaks of contemporary, NT prophets in Eph
4.7-13. Also in Eph 3.5, Paul’s wording (“it has now been revealed”) indicates that the prophets who received this revelation of “the mystery of
Christ” were prophets of Paul’s own time. These clear indications of contemporary NT prophets must inform our interpretation of Eph 2.19-20:

... God’s household having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone ...

| had always read this passage as referring to the OT prophets who laid prophetic, gospel “foundations stones” for what would become the
living temple of the Church, a temple for which Christ’s twelve apostles provided further doctrinal grounding, all based upon the character
and work of Jesus, the Cornerstone. A few theologians and scholars have also read this reference to prophets in Eph 2.20 as referring to the
OT canonical prophets.

However, the vast majority of commentators recognize (from the context of Ephesians) that the reference to the prophets involved in
the foundation of God’s household are “prophets of the New Testament church.” This, then, confirms that contemporary prophets, along with
the apostles of Jesus, had a vital part in launching and establishing the New Testament expression of the Church, the body comprised of both
Jews and Gentiles. We see an example of prophets at work in this way in Act 13.1-3.

If the prophets in view in Ephesians are New Testament prophets, the apostles in view are most certainly New Testament apostles. In
fact, the word apostle does not appear at all in the OT. However, the verb dnootéAAw occurs throughout the Greek OT (LXX), and often in con-
nection with God sending His prophets. True prophets are apostles in that they are “sent ones” from God. This helps muddy our exegetical
waters a little. Are “the apostles and prophets” of Eph 2.20 and 3.5 the same persons??> We might suppose that the two are identical except
for the construction of Eph 4.11 which clearly sets forth apostles and prophets as two distinct categories of gifting.

Speaking of which, it is important that we understand Eph 4.11 as speaking of giftings not offices. As commentator Harold W. Hoener
helpfully explains, the term office is only applied in the NT to apostles, elders/bishops, deacons and possibly deaconesses, and “those who
were selected to any of these offices were either appointed (Act 14.23; Tit 1.5) or elected by people based on qualifications (Act 1.26; 6.3; 1Ti
3.1-13) whereas the gifts are sovereignly bestowed by God ... Everyone has a gift ... but not everyone holds an office.”

Bottom line: God has given apostolic gifting to some and prophetic gifting to others in the Church to help plant new congregations and
help them toward maturity in Christ, and nothing in our context limits these giftings to the first century.

1 Glenn Graham, An Exegetical Summary of Ephesians, 2nd ed., (Dallas, TX: SIL International, 2008).
2 Look up the Granville Sharp rule.



PERSON & NUMBER

VOCABULARY

alpw

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 12
EPHESIANS 4.25-32

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries
2014-2015

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You ¢
3rd He, She, It They

TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

apdnNTw
OLaPTAVW

Durative Present ¢
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOoOoD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands ¢

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

OLLOLPTAVETE
BAacdnuia, 1
dLaBolog, o
£KQLOTOG, I, OV
Epyalopoun
EpyalOpevog
gbomAayyvog, ov
AUEPQ, f
i6lo¢, a, ov

VERBAL SEMANTICS

Greek verb forms encode two things: Verbal Aspect and
Spatial Quality. There are two Verbal Aspects: Imper-
fective (Internal) and Perfective (External). The first
views the action as unfolding, as though the viewer is
within or involved in the action. The second views the
action as a whole, as though the viewer is an outside
spectator of the event.

There are two Spatial Qualities: Proximate and
Remote. The first zooms in to view details of the action
or emphasize a state; the second zooms out to view ac-
tion from a spatial (far away) or temporal (past time)
distance. Both Proximate and Remote Spatial Quali-
ties are heightened in the Perfect and Pluperfect verb

VOICE

Active: Subject does action ¢
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

ténoq, o forms respectively. In Ephesians, Paul uses the per-
Xapizol.lal fect participle to emphasize states of being saved
s p (2.5,8), alienated (2.12; 4.18), hidden (3.9), rooted
sxapu'sato and established (3.17), darkened (4.18), callous
XopLiopevol (4.19), knowing (5.8-9), and burning (6.16).
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 12B

LEARNING CHRIST AUTHENTICALLY

We have seen that Paul can speak in complex, layered sentences, sometimes circling back to bolster his argument with further facts or
examples, but he does move his argument forward, point by point establishing truths of eternal importance. In today’s atmosphere of
individualized spirituality, | find that Paul’s words in Eph 4.17-24 provide an important corrective to the false idea that we can be disciples of
Jesus while continuing to live as we did before we knew Him. Consider the words of verses 20-24 describing the result of authentically learning
Christ (compare my translation with that of The Voice —words not in the Greek text are italicized; | have indented both translations for clarity):

RG translation of Eph 4.20-24: The Voice translation of Eph 4.20-24:
But you did not learn Christ this way, if indeed But this is not the path of the Anointed One, which you have learned.
you heard Him, and If you have heard Jesus and
you were taught in Him, have been taught by Him
consistently with how truth is made manifest in Jesus, according to the truth that is in Him,
prompting you then you know
to put aside the conduct of your former life, to take off your former way of life,
that is, to put aside the old man, your crumpled old self—
the one being corrupted that dark blot of a soul corrupted
in the pursuit of deceitful lusts, by deceitful desire and lust—
to be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and to take a fresh breath and to let God renew your attitude and spirit.
to be clothed in the new man, Then you are ready to put on your new self,
the one having been created modeled
according to God’s likeness after the very likeness of God:
in righteousness and truthful,
in holiness produced by the truth. righteous, and
holy.

| like how The Voice emphasizes the possibility that the Ephesians were in some sense taught directly by Jesus, presumably by the
agency of the Holy Spirit. However, | don’t like the way it has obscured the precise way in which Paul uses the terms Christ and Jesus. The Ephe-
sians learned, heard, and were taught in/by Christ; the truth is in Jesus. Christ and Jesus are one and the same, but | believe Paul intended
to emphasize that the truth that is relevant to this particular argument is the truth that was lived out by the truly human person, Jesus. The
way Jesus lived, we can live (in the power of the Holy Spirit), and must live. | also differ from The Voice in seeing two aspects of God’s image in
verse 24 rather than three. | think it’s important to understand that the holiness Paul had in mind is holiness produced by the truth (genitive of
production).! The bottom line: We haven’t authentically learned Christ if it hasn’t resulted in our putting off the old self and putting on a new
character that is shaped by the truth emodied in Jesus, who is our truth, way and life (John 14.6).

1 Foradescription of the different kinds of genitives in the NT, see Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond The Basics (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996).



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You

3rd  He, She, It{—l They

AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS
Durative Present ¢
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect

Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

VOCABULARY

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 13
EPHESIANS 5.1-5

Roderick Graciano
Timothy Ministries

Aayamnntaog, i, ov
akadoptog, ov

Diphthongs are marked in
blue, consonants with a dif-
ferent pronunciation in red.

2014-2015

BaotAeia, N
eidwAoAatpia, n
gvyaplotia, n
sbwbla, n

EXW

EXEL

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates +¢

Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

Ouoia, N
HaAAov
HnTig, 6
HwpoAovyia, \
oida

lote
nAeoveéia, N
TopVEia, N
opvog, O

THE €U- PREFIX IN EPHESIANS

The adverb €0 (Eph 6.3) means well, and can
also mean, competently, kindly, happily or simply
good. Therefore, as a prefix, eu- adds a positive

connotation to compound words:

guAoyntog (Eph 1.3), blessed.

gevdokia (Eph 1.5), good will.

evayyehov (Eph 1.13), good news.
euxoplotéw (Eph 1.16), give thanks.
gvayyeAilw (Eph 2.17), proclaim good news.
evayyehotng (Eph 4.11), proclaimer of good
news.

ebomlayyvog (Eph 4.32), with good bowels =
compassionate.

ebwdla (Eph 5.2), good (= fragrant) smell.
eutparnelia (Eph 5.4), good turn [of phrase] =
wittiness, or coarse, suggestive jesting!
evapeotog (Eph 5.10), well pleasing.

VOICE
Active: Subject does action ¢

Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




MORALITY IN EPHESIANS EPHESIANS LESSON 13B

n his epistle to the Ephesians, Paul proscribes the following as unworthy of followers of Christ, as potentially barring a person from God’s
kingdom, and making one susceptible to God’s wrath (Eph 4.19; 28-31; 5.3-6):

e callousness e slander

e sensuality (licentiousness) e malice

e impurity (moral depravity) e immorality (mopveia = prostitution, unchastity)

e greediness e greed

e falsehood e [moral] filthiness (aioxpdtng = euph. for oral sex act)
e stealing e foolish talk (Lwpoloyia)

e unwholesome (cancerous) speech e coarse jesting (eUtpamnelia, coarse, suggestive jesting)
e Dbitterness e covetousness

e wrath e idolatry

e clamor (i.e., screaming and shouting)

Paul wrote against such things explicitly to counter the moral worldview of idolatrous Hellenistic culture with its indulgence of fleshly desires,
i.e., gross carnality in the name of religion and civic duty. Miraculously, scriptures like Paul’s epistles (and the Mosaic law that undergirded
them), eventually became the moral foundation for Western civilization.

That foundation is now largely ignored. Even much of the Church in the West is ignorant of the New Testament’s moral precepts, or
assumes that those precepts can be reinterpreted to be brought up-to-date with the contemporary moral outlook. However, neither Jesus nor
Paul nor any of the other apostles “updated” Moses to fit with Hellenistic morality. The first-century Church had every incentive to make such
a compromise, but it did not. Therefore, to profess loyalty to the Bible while abrogating (by interpretation or practice) the moral principles of
the New Testament, is to make a travesty of the Scriptures and ultimately of their divine author.

We note that many of the things Paul proscribed had to do with immoral sexual practices. This is in keeping with his campaign to guard
new Gentile Christians from falling back into the wholly-accepted-by-society temple prostitution and other immoral practices of their former
lives. Homosexual practices certainly fell under the apostolic ban (Romans 1.26-27). However, for every New Testament prohibition of a sin
that homosexuals commit, there are probably ten or more that apply equally or exclusively to heterosexuals. Sadly, the Church really has no
message to the homosexual community until its heterosexual membership once again takes seriously the call to holiness and Christ-likeness.



PERSON & NUMBER

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOoOoD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands ¢

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

GNT: EPHESIANS LESSON 14
EPHESIANS 5.6-14

Roderick Graciano

VOICE

Active: Subject does action 4
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

VOCABULARY Timothy Ministries
Diphthongs are marked in 2014-2015
(,IVGG(J)UI'JVI’], f] blue, consonants with a dif-
s g ferent pronunciation in red.
OVLOTH L
- avaota THE - PREFIX IN EPHESIANS
anstesta, n The a- prefix (not to be confused with the dkpo-, ava-
lealooﬁvn, r'] or aro- prefixes), is familiar to us in English words like
. atheist. It is a negation of what follows in the com-
50Kl|.l.a((.'|) Bound word. (Notgall A words involve this prefix, e.g.,
50Klua(0VT8C Apple or aipa, but let’s understand the ones that do.)
£pyov, 10 In Ephesians we have:
épxol.lal e Ayabdc (Eph 4.28), not a yaoog (=cheat ?) i.e., good.
Iépxstat e Aypunvéw (Eph 6.18), be unbent in sleep (?) i.e.,
. keep oneself awake, be on guard.
Kapmog, o e akaBapoia (Eph 5.3), not clean, impure.
VEKPOG, O e &xapmoc (Eph 5.11), unfruitful.
2 L. e AAnbBela (Eph 6.14), without lapse of memory (?),
op\'m, n , i.e., true.
OKOTOG, T0 e @dAuolg (Eph 6.20), a not-loosing, i.e, a chain, bond-
¢avsp6w age, imprisonment.
dbavepoital e dowrtia (Eph 5.18), not saving, i.e., wasteful.
dJ(I)c, w0 o c’J'Lde.wv (Eph 5.17), not ¢poviuog (sensible), i.e.,
foolish.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION




REFLEXIVE AND RECIPROCAL PRONOUNS

EPHESIANS LESSON 14B

The Reflexive Pronoun refers back to the subject of the sentence or clause. Since it can never be the subject itself, there is no nominative form
of the Reflexive Pronouns. Since the first and second person Reflexive Pronouns are personal references to "myself" and "yourself," the first
and second person has no Neuter forms: only in the third person can we refer reflexively to a non-personal thing: "itself."
Notice that the same masculine and feminine forms do triple duty for the plural Reflexive Pronouns (see the box with the dotted bor-
der below). The plural forms are the same for first person, second person and third person. The person for the masculine and feminine plural
Refelexive Pronouns must therefore be determined by context.
| have put the forms of the Reflexive Pronoun that occur in Ephesians (4.16,19,32; 5.2,19,25,27-29,33) in blue.

Singular

Plural

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

Accusative

Genitive

Dative

1% Pers. = Myself, Ourselves

Mas.
ELavTov
€LaVTOV
EPLAVTR

Fem.

2" Pers. = Yourself, Yourselves

Mas.
oeavTOV

JEAVUTOV
OEAVUT®

Fem.

o€aVTHY
oeavTis
O€EaUTY

3rd Pers. = Himself, Herself, Itself, Themselves

Mas.
€avToOV
€avTOV

)

EAVTQ®

Fem.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s

: €avTovs
: EQUTQV
i €équTolS

EAVTOVS
EAVTRV
EAVTOLS

€avToUS
EAVTRV
€AVTOLS

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Neu.
€avTo
€avTOU
€AVUTQR

eavTd
EAVTRV
€AVTOLS

The Reciprocal Pronoun expresses the idea of a group of people acting upon themselves, i.e., upon one another (see Eph 5.21). The Recipro-
cal Pronoun is always masculine plural in form and like the Reflexive Pronoun has no nominative form.

Accusative
Genitive

Dative

aAAoug
aMNAwY
aMAoLg

one another

of one another

to/for one another
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EPHESIANS 5.15-21

Roderick Graciano
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Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You ¢
3rd He, She, It They

TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

Durative Present ¢
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

adw

ferent pronunciation in red.

2014-2015

adovteg
AKPLBRC
aocodog, ov
BAEnw
BAEmete
gayopalw
g€ayopalopevol
Kolpog, 6
AOAEw
AaAolvteg
MEOVOKW

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates

Imperative: Commands ¢
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

pneBuokecObe
oivog, 6
TLAVTOTE
TIVEUHOLTLKOG, 1), OV

EPHESIANS 5.15-16

The Greek text of these verses can be read:

Watch carefully how you walk (so as to not stumble);
don’t walk as unwise people, but as wise,

so as to redeem the time (already lost),

because we live in evil days.

But we can also understand the text this way:

Look accurately at how you’re walking;
[assess your lifestyle] not as the unwise do

but as the wise,
so as to redeem the time (that would be lost by the
continued rationalization of unworthy behavior),
because we live in evil days.

Either way we interpret these verses, they call for
a very intentional approach to the Christian life, in
recognition of the challenging and strategic time in
which we live.

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon ¢

Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 15B
COMMANDS HAVING TO DO WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

The NT gives us the following seven commands with regard to the person of the Holy Spirit, three of which appear in the epistle to the Ephesians:
Joh 20.22: And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
Gal 5.16: But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
Gal 5.25 (NIV):  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Eph 4.30: And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
Eph 5.18: And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit ...
Eph 6.18: With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit ...

1Th 5.19-20: Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise prophetic utterances.

The parallelism of 1Th 5.19-20 makes it clear that to “not quench the Spirit” means to not prohibit or suppress prophetic expression, and by ex-
tension, to not discourage any Spirit-prompted activity (cf. 1Co 14.39b). With regard to Eph 4.30, the context likewise makes it clear that to “not grieve
the Holy Spirit” means to not act in the manner of the old, pre-conversion, corrupted self, with anger malice and deceit, but instead to act toward one
another with kindness, generosity and grace.

Of the four positive commands, the one given directly by Jesus (Joh 20.22) is foundational: to “receive the Holy Spirit” means, in a Middle-Eastern
cultural context, to welcome as an honored-guest whose needs and wishes now take precedence over any antecedent agenda of the host. In other
words, instead of actually giving the Pentecostal gift of the Spirit to His disciples at that moment, Jesus, in a prophetic act, declared Himself the source
of that soon-coming gift, and required that the disciples consciously and willfully say YES to the gift. The disciples would have unhesitatingly said YES to
the gift at an earlier time when Jesus and they themselves were performing miracles by the Spirit’s power (cf. Luk 10.17), but now, the realization that
the gift of the Holy Spirit could lead to a Roman cross, produced in the disciples a prudent time of reflection before wholeheartedly “buying in” to the
Spirit-empowered life (Acts 1.12-14). For us, this command of Jesus means that, if we wish to experience the charismatic power of the Holy Spirit work-
ing in and through us, we should intelligently say YES to the Holy Spirit as the honored guest in our lives, to whom we now and forever defer in all things.

Paul gave his command to “walk by the Spirit” (Gal 5.16) in a context contrasting the “deeds of the flesh” with the “fruit of the Spirit,” making it
clear that the command means to live in renunciation of selfish and sensual pursuits (Gal 5.24), and instead to cultivate, by God’s grace, the fruit of the
Spirit in one’s actions and character. Any command to “walk” would recall for the Jewish reader the many exhortations of the OT to walk in God ways,
to walk in God’s law, to walk in God'’s light, etc. For us, a command to “walk” also reminds us of Paul’s many exhortations to “walk in a manner worthy
of the calling” (Eph 4.1; cf. Col 1.10; 1Th 2.12), to “walk no longer ... as the Gentiles ... in the futility of their mind” (Eph 4.17), to “walk in love” (Eph 5.2).
Thankfully, any ambiguity in these “walking commands” is cleared up by Paul’s instruction to “walk in Him,” i.e., in “Christ Jesus the Lord” (Col 2.6), and
John's instruction, “walk as Jesus did” (1Jo 2.6 NIV). Paul’s command to “keep in step with the Spirit” is so nearly synonymous with “walk in the Spirit”
that the NAU (= NASB) translates with “walk” in both Gal 5.16 and 25. However, while in Gal 5.16 walk (neputatéw) connotes live in a certain way, in
Gal 5.25 keep in step with (otowéw) connotes, line up with, agree with, submit to. Thus, relationship with the Holy Spirit involves not only imitation, but
active dialogue and submission.

To “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5.18) is also nearly synonymous with “walk by the Spirit” (Gal 5.16), for Paul gives this command in the context
of taking care how we walk (Eph 5.15). However, “be filled with the Spirit” has the added connotation of encouraging Spirit-prompted prophetic activity
(Eph 5.19; cf. Luk 1.41-45; 1.67-79; Act 2.4; etc.).

To “pray at all times in the Spirit” (Eph 6.18) has no connotation of praying in tongues in this context, but instead implies that we should pray the
Scriptures (i.e., wield the sword of the Spirit, Eph 6.17) in a Spirit-led manner.
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ayLalw

Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They

. 4+ 1

AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS
Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect

Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOoD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility ¢
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

VOICE

aywaon
avip, 6
avti
yuvi, n
6vo0, also Suw
EKTPEPW
EKTpEDEL
gvéoéoc, ov
koBapilw
koBapioag
Aoutpov, 10
HATNp, f
MLOEW
énionoev
ToPLoTN L
nopootnon

THE GREAT MYSTERY

For Paul, uuotnptov refers to truth that “in other
generations was not made known” but “has now
been revealed” in God’s progressive revelation (Eph
3.4-5). This being so, the word puotrptov is impor-
tant in that it alerts the reader of the NT to revela-
tion that has now (in the apostolic era) progressed.
Therefore, when Paul speaks about marriage
and the relationship between Christ and the Church
(Eph 5.31-32), and calls this a uuotnptov uéya, we
should feel a jolt in our spirits, and realize that there
is something about the Christ-Church relationship
that (1) has now been more fully revealed, and (2)
was presumably partially revealed in times past, at
least in types and shadows. Indeed, Paul’s quota-
tion of Gen 2.24 alerts us to the fact that the poetic
declaration in that verse was not just about Adam
and Eve, or subsequent human marriages, but pre-
dicted something about Christ and the Church.
Would Christ and the Church become one flesh?

Active: Subject does action ¢

Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




INTRODUCING THE THEOLOGY OF THE BRIDE EPHESIANS LESSON 168

Wh atif Tather's

altimate ngstgzg%
to sgeurg N ouitablg

o Tlis®ON?

I’ve embarked upon a new theological journey, this time in search
of the Bible’s answer to the ultimate why question of our race:
Why did God create us? Traditionally, the church’s answer has been,
“For His glory.” However, while our God is unquestionably worthy of
all glory (Revelation 4.11), and while the Bible does instruct us to do
all things for the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10.31), a “theology of
glory” has not provided a satisfying conclusion to our why questions.
Many find themselves asking, “Why did God create us for His glory?”
Does God have some profound need to have His ego bolstered?

Obviously, any theology that posits a need within the all-
sufficient and perfect deity must fail. This is why no one has ever
taken seriously the idea that God created us because He was lonely.
But if God neither created us because He was lonely nor because He
needed His self-image reinforced, then why?

Certainly the answer must be rooted in God’s eternal nature and
character. The Bible teaches us clearly that God is not needy, but

that He is love (Greek: agape, 1John 4.8, cf. 1John 3.16). Did God in eternity need someone to love? No! Before the foundation of the world,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit shared perfect agape among themselves (John 17.24). Is it possible, then, that we creatures in God’s own image

were created as an expression of the Father’s overflowing love
for the Son?

This hypothesis provides the core of what | tentatively
call a “theology of the Bride.” A complete “theology of the
Bride” would be a thorough exploration of God’s nature and
character, and acts in history, as seen through the lens of the
Bible’s teaching about the Bride of Christ. Though that teaching
comes to an explicit culmination in the final chapters of the Rev-
elation, I’'m discovering that there are typological foreshadow-
ings of the Bride going back to Genesis. | would welcome your
insights on this line of inquiry as | work on it!

+* Roderick Graciano
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TYPICAL
AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

Durative Present ¢
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

avOpwrnapeokog, 0

YOVEUG, O
6ikaog, a, ov
SouAebw

60UAEVUOVTEC
6o0Aog, 0
€\el0Oepog, a, ov
Kopilw

Koplogtal
nodela, f
TIHAW

MooD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands

Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

Tipa
UTtLKoU W
UTtOLKOUETE
$o6Bog, 6
Puxn, i

PAUL'S WORDS ABOUT MIND & THOUGHT

he Greek word for mind is voog (Eph 4.17,23),
in the Attic dialect contracted to vo0¢. The word
for thought (which can also mean mind) is vonua
(Phil 4.7, etc.). The verb to think or understand is
voéw (Eph 3.4, 20). What goes through (61d) the
mind (voog) , is a thought or intention (6lavola, Eph
2.3), and by extension, one’s manner of thought,
thinking or mind. What one does after (Letd) think-
ing (voéw) is repent (netavoéw, 2Co 12.21), and
the result is repentance (petavoia, Rom 2.4). To
think (vo€w) under (UTo) the surface, is to suspect,
suppose, surmise or expect (Omovoéw, Act 13.24,
etc.; think hypnosis). To pass on one’s thoughts
(vouBetew, Act 20.31, etc.) is to instruct or ad-
monish, which is to provide teaching or instruction
(vouBeoia, Eph 6.4)
The negation, avontog, “without thought”
(Rom 1.14), means foolish, and @vola means folly
or foolishness (2Ti 3.9).

VOICE

Active: Subject does action 4
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 17B

DIFFERENT DATIVES

Greek nouns, pronouns, adjectives and participles have case. Case is a feature of these kinds of words that tells us how they function in a sen-
tence. In reading the Greek New Testament, we generally work with only four cases:

1. Nominative: Example: Adyoc. This case identifies the subject of the action.

2. Accusative: Example: Aoyov. This case indicates the direct object.

3. Genitive: Example: Adyou. This case indicates that the word describes the quality or ownership of something.

4. Dative: Example: Aoyw. This case generally identifies the indirect object, as in 1Co 5.9, "Eypaya Ouly, “I wrote to you....”

The Dative case, however, can express different ideas than simply the indirect object. In Greek we find these different meanings for words in
the Dative case form:

Instrumental Dative: Denotes agency or means. We see this use of the Dative in Eph 5.26, in the phrase, kaBapiocac ... év pripaty, “hav-
ing cleansed ... [by what means?] by the word.” (We see that in many instances the preposition év means by rather than in).

Locative Dative: Denotes location, sphere or destination. We often see this use of the Dative in conjunction with the preposition év in
its more fundamental meaning of in, as in Eph 1.3, év 10ic émoupaviotg, “in the heavenly places.” However, the Locative does not need
a preposition; in Rom 6.2, dneBavopev Th apaptia, means, “we died with respect to (or in the sphere of) sin....”

Dative of Possession: In rare instances the dative form can be used to indicate possession as in Luk 1.7: o0k v a0Toi¢ Tékvov, literally,
“not was to them a child,” but meaning, “they had no child.”

Dative of Time: We see this use in Mat 20.19, tij tpitn NUépa éyepOnoctal, “on the third day he will be raised ....”

Dative of Cause: As in Rom 11.20, T} arotia é€ekAacbnoav, “because of unbelief they were broken off ....”

Dative of Manner: This is an adverbial use of the dative, describing the circumstances or character of an action, asin Joh 7.26, mappnoiq
AaAET, “he is speaking boldly....”

Dative of Association (or Accompaniment, sometimes Comitative): This use usually requires adding the word with in translation, as in
2Th 3.14, un ocuvavapiyvuoBatl aut®, “do not associate [with] him....”

Dative of Advantage/Disadvantage: This use of the Dative adds subtle meaning to the fundamental expression of the indirect object,
in that it expresses advantage or disadvantage to the indirect object in view, as in Rev 21.2, wg vOudnv kekoopnuévnv T@® avdpl alTAg,
“as a bride adorned for [the delight of] her husband ....”
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Singular Plural
1st | We, Us
2nd You You
3rd He, She, It They
AnoSAL — TENSE FORMS

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

avtiotijvou
BéAog, TO
Evéuw

€véUoao0e
£MOUPAVLOG, OV
Oupeodg, O
Owpaf, o
lotnuL

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

othvou
otnte

MENOG | XRAD (SPIRIT OF WISDOM)

6.14-17

PAHLAVI-LITERATURE, 300 BC - AD 600?

[One can overcome] ... if one makes the
spirit of wisdom the armor for the waist
and puts on the spirit of satisfaction as
the armor for the the body and makes the
spirit of truth one’s shield and the spirit
of gratitude one’s club, the spirit of per-
fection one’s bow, the spirit of liberality
one’s arrow, the spirit of moderation one’s
lance, and the spirit of endeavor one’s
hand guard, and the spirit of predestina-

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility
Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun] <

KOGUOKPATWP, O
paxoupa, f
TavorAia, N
nepkepaiaia, n
novnpia,

tion one’s secure refuge.

sibly by 300 BC.

The Hellenistic Commentary To The New Testament
quotes this excerpt of a Zoroastrian text (translated
by George Widengren) to show that the warrior
metaphors for spiritual life were transcultural, pos-

VOICE

Active: Subject does action <
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




THE ARMOR OF GOD EPHESIANS LESSON 18B

The author of the apocryphal Wisdom of Solomon was clearly influenced by Isaiah 59 when he wrote his “armor of the Lord” passage (Wisdom 5), as in-
dicated by the vocabulary shared by both passages (bold type words). Paul in turn seems to have had both Isaiah 59 (LXX) and Wisdom 5 in mind when
he composed his “armor of God” passage (Ephesians 6). Paul used some of the same words (hilighted in magenta), but used God in place of Lord used in
the earlier works, and also used synonyms for the words shield, helmet and sword in Wisdom 5 (all these synonyms are hilighted in blue in the Greek texts
included here). The two items of armor found in all three passages are in green in the English lists at the bottom of the page; the items shared by Wisdom

and Ephesians only are in blue.

Isaiah 59.15-17 (Swete ed.)
¢. 750 BC

15 xal ¥ &bt Rptal, xal uetéotnoay
T dtdvolay Tol quviéval- xal el0ev
Kdptog, xal oVx fipecey adTé, 8Tt 0dx Hv
xplotg. 16 xal eldev xal odx v dvip, xal
xaTevénoey xal 00x MY 6 dvTidnudduevos,
xal Auovato adtovs 6 Bpaxlovt avtol
xal Tfj EAenpoaivy éotnpioato. 17 xal
évedloaro dxatootvmy® s Bdpaxa,” xai
meptéfeto mepixedataiav cwtnpiov® Eml
THi¢ xedbaMis, xal mepiefdadeto ipatiov
Exduenoews, xal T meptBéiatov adtol

a cf. Isaiah 11.5.

®cf. 1Th 5.9.
¢cf. 1Th 5.9.

e Breastplate of righteousness

e Helmet of salvation

e Garments of vengeance
e Mantle of fury

Wisdom of Solomon 5.16-20 (Swete ed.)
¢. 50 BC

16 o Tolito Aquovtar 6 Paciletov Tig edmpemeiag

xal TO oradnua Tol xaMous éx xetpds Kuplov,
8ti T} 0ek1é oxemdaael avTolg,

xal 16 Bpaylovt dmepaomiel adT@V-

17 Mubetar mavomhiav Tov Gilov adtod,

xal 6mAomonaet TV xTiow eig dupuvay éxBpiv-

18 évdloeTar Bpaxa dixatoctvyy,

xal epibroetar xdpuba xplaty dyumdxpiov-

19 Mjuetar @omida dxatapayntov botétyTe,

20 d&uvel 0¢ dméropov SpyNv eig popudaiay,

TUVEXTIOAEUNTEL 08 QDTG 6 x6oog €Tl ToUg
mapadpovag.

e Whole armor of the Lord
e Breastplate of righteousness
e Shield of holiness

e Helmet of justice
e Sword of wrath

Ephesians 6.11-17 (Holmes ed.)
c.AD 61

11 évdboacde v mavomhiay Tol Beod
mpdg O duvaslat Opds aTivatl Tpog Tag
uebodelag Tob diafbrov- .... 13 o ToliTo
3 A \ 14 ~ ~
avarafete ™y mavomAiay Tol Beod,
tva duvnbijte avtioTival év T nuépa
T TOVNpG xal ATAVTA XATEPYATAUEVOL
oTiivat. 14 otite ovv mept{wadyevol THY
3 \ 3 ~ 3 3 14 A A
bodply Dudv év dAnbela, xal évovoauevol
Tov Bwpaxa Tiic dixatoalvng, 15 xal
UTTodnodpevol Tobg Tédag &v EToluacia
Tol edayyeiov THs eipRvns, 16 "év maaty
avarafBévres Tov Bupedv THic mioTews,
) s 4 ’ \ J4 ~
év @ ouvoeabe mavta ta BEAy Tol
"movnpol memupwyéva oféoat- 17 xal Ty
4 ~ 14 r 14
mepixedadalav Tol cwypiov T0é€aabe,
xal TV payatpayv Tol mvelpatos, 6 oty
prina Beod.

e Whole armor of God

e [Girding] of truth

e Breastplate of righteousness
e [Footwear] of the gospel

e Shield of faith

e Helmet of salvation

e Sword of the Spirit
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AKTIONSART TENSE FORMs

Durative Present
Summary Future
Punctiliar Aorist ¢
Durative Imperfect
Stative Perfect
Past Past Pluperfect

adOapoia, n

6€noig, N

O¢€l

TP AKOAEW
napokaAéon

noppnoia, n

noappnolalopat

PARTICIPLE (VERBAL ADJECTIVE)

MOOD
Indicative: Indicates
Imperative: Commands
Subjunctive: Expresses Possibility <4

Optative: Expresses A Wish
[Infinitive: Verbal Noun]

OLPPNCLACW O
TEUTIW

enepda
MPEACoW
MPOOoEUXN, N
OTOMQ, TO

Centuries of confessional Christianity have influ-
enced our understanding of the word mioTig,
such that our first impulse is to interpret it to mean
intellectual assent to the existence of God or to the
truths of the gospel. However, even when mniotig re-
fers to faith in God or Christ, it does not speak of
intellectual assent but of heart trust, i.e., personal
trust in the faithfulness of God and/or the efficacy
of the gospel truths. When no object (like God) is
attached to niotig however, we should first attempt
to translate it as meaning faithfulness. MNiotig can
also mean a thing that engenders trust or confi-
dence, and so can translate with words like proof,
guarantee, or pledge (Acts 17.31). This meaning
doesn’t work in Eph 6.16, though, and so we should
lean toward understanding the shield as a shield of
faithfulness. The fiery darts are not about causing
us doubts about our own salvation, but about dis-
tracting us from what God has called us to do.

VOICE

Active: Subject does action
Passive: Subject acted upon
Middle: Subject acts upon self ¢

PRACTICAL APPLICATION




EPHESIANS LESSON 19B

The battle that Paul speaks of is real. It involves real casualties and real victories. Paul

FIi_IE A\I{MOR uses material armor as a metaphor for spiritual armor, but he does not use the word
battle as a metaphor for something else.

D 2. The darkness Paul felt was demonic (Eph 6.12). Paul lived during a spiritual backlash fo-
OF O mented by the coming of Jesus and the outpouring of God’s Spirit. The palpable darkness of
our day may have to do with an agitation in the spiritual realm prompted by the soon return
of Jesus. The king of the demon army is “the father of lies” (John 8.44), and so it should not
surprise us that the battle is a fight against false arguments and pretentious opinions (2 Corin-
Need To Know thians 10.3-5). Satan’s minions have brought about a unique situation in human history: There
has always been moral darkness in the world, but for the first time,

redefining darkness as light?

4 ( 3. The battle is “our battle” (Eph 6.12). Yes, the battle is fought and won by the power
of God'’s Spirit (cf. Zechariah 4.6), and on the basis of Christ’s redemptive work, but it is a
battle to capture our hearts and minds and the hearts and minds of our loved ones and
neighbors. We are unavoidably involved, and God has called us to join the fight.

7 Things We

4. The armor is the armor that Jesus wore. The phrase, “the armor of God,” can be un-
derstood in two ways: a. the armor that God produced, or b. the armor that God owns.
(Technically, the Greek phrase is either a genitive of source/origin or a genitive of posses-
sion/ownership.) We have often assumed that the armor of God is simply the armor that He has produced and made available to us (option a.). However, as we saw on the
preceding Lesson Sheet 18B, in writing the Ephesians 6 passage, Paul quoted (or alluded to) Isaiah 11.5; 52.7; 59.17; Nahum 1.15 and the Wisdom of Solomon 5.19. All of
these passages refer to the Messiah going forth to battle and to bring about salvation. We must realize, therefore, that as King Saul foolishly tried to clothe young David
with ineffective material armor (1 Samuel 17.38-39), King Jesus wisely clothes us in the very armor He used so effectively during His earthly ministry.

Photo by Roderick Graciano, 2007

5. Paul’s message (and the primary application of Eph 6.10-20) was for the corporate body. Our American minds tend to individualize the application of the Armor of God
passage, and realizing that Jesus wore the armor makes an individualized application appropriate. However, Paul’s grammar makes clear that he intended the Ephesian
church to put on the armor corporately. To truly understand the Armor of God passage, we must ask ourselves, “What does it look like for a congregation, as a congrega-
tion, to put on the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit?”
Understanding that the armor is the armor that Jesus wore will help us understand how a corporate body can put on the same armor. For example, we have often
interpreted the shield of faith as our personal faith in Jesus for salvation, but this is not the shield that Jesus used. The Greek word describing the shield should probably be
translated faithfulness rather than faith. Jesus used a shield of faithfulness to the Father’s character and agenda, such that no “flaming arrow” of accusation could derail
His mission. Likewise, a congregation who takes up the shield of faithfulness to God and to one another, will not be destroyed by slander from without nor gossip from
within.
6. The “sword of the Spirit” (Eph 6.17) is primarily wielded by “prayer and petition” (Eph 6.18). The grammatical structure of the underlying Greek text of these verses
implies that prayer “at all times in the Spirit” is how we use the sword of God’s word in the battle against lies. It’s important to remember that we do not use this sword

to stab or cut people, but to fend off falsehoods that are zooming toward people’s minds and to cut off deceptions that have attached to their hearts. We must do this for
one another in our congregations by up-close and personal prayer.

7. Paul’s exhortation to “Stand” (Eph 6.14) implies that we have won territory. Hallelujah! The reason to put on the armor is so that the enemy will not be able to push
us backward, and so that we will not lose the ground we have gained for God’s kingdom in our own fellowships and in our own neighborhoods. Amen! As congregations,
let us strengthen our resolve to stand firm, by the grace of God, for the Way, the Truth and the Life in this “evil day.”

¢ Roderick Graciano



